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Department of Licensing. and Regulatory Affairs
Public Service Commission )
Administrafive Rules for Uniform System of Accounts for Major and Nonmajor
Electric Utilities Rule Set 2024-7 IR

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, September-3, 2024
01:00 PM

Lake Michigan Hedrring Room
7109 West Saginaw Highway, lansing, M1 48917

The Department of Licensing and: Regulatory Affairs will-hold o public hecring to
receive public comments on proposed changes to the Uniform System of Accounts for
Major and Nonmajor Electric Utilities rule set.

The proposed rules- adopt by reference updates-to the ‘federal Uniform System of
Accounts (USofA). for Major-and Nonmaijor Electric' Ufilities promulgated by the U.S.
Federal Energy: Regulatory Commission (FERC). Specifically; on October 23, 2023,
FERC issued o final rule amending the USofA to, among other things, create new
accounts for wind, solar, and other renewable generating assets. The proposed rules
adopt the changes in this final rule that go into effect on January 1, 2025.

By authority conferred on the:Michigan Public Service Commission by section 5 .of
1919 PA-419, MCL 460.55.

The' proposed rules will take -effect .1/1/2025 after filing ‘with  the Secretary of
State. The ‘proposed rules “are published ‘onthe State of Michigan’s website at
www.michigan.gov/ARD and .in -the 9/1/2024 'issue of the Michigan Register.
Copies of these proposed rules may also be obtained by mail or electronic mail at the
following email address: mpscedockets@michigan:gov.

Comments on these proposed rules may be made at the hearing, by mail, or by
electronic mail at the following addresses until 9/18/2024 at-05:00PM.

Executive Secretary, Michigan Public Service Commission
7109 West Saginaw Highway, Lansing, M1 48917
mpscedockets@michigan.gov

The public hearing will be conducted in:compliance with the 1990 Americans with
Disabilities Act. If the hearing is held at a physical location, the building will be
accessible with handicap parking available. Anyone needing assistance to take part &
in the hearing due to disability may call {517) 284-8090 to make arrangements.
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a newspaper published and circulated in
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Air Force Two with Democratic presidential nominee
Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate Min-
nesota Gov. Tim Walz aboard arrive for a campaign rally on
Aug. 7 in Romulus, Mich. (AP photo)

Trump falsely claims a
crowd photo from Harris’
campaign rally in Detroit

was created using Al

By DARLENE

SUPERVILLE

Associated Press
WASHINGTON —

lyzed the photo using two
models trained to detect
patterns of generative Al
and found no evidence of
The mod-

nominee Donald Trump
has been spreading false
claims that an image of
thousands of people wait-
ing at Detroit’s airport as
Democrat Kamala Harris
arrived for a campaign
rally was fabricated with
the help of artificial intel-
ligence.

Reporters, photogra-
phers and video journal-
ists representing The As-
sociated Press and other
news organizations who
either traveled with Vice
President Harris or were
on the airport tarmac
documented the crowd
size last Wednesday as
she arrived on Air Force
Two. Harris” campaign
also denied the photo in
question was manipulat-
ed and posted about it on
social media.

Fifteen thousand people
attended the Detroit
airport rally, Harris”
campaign said. Harris
and Walz spoke from
inside a hangar where
people were packed in.
The crowd also spilled
out onto the tarmac. The
Wayne County Airport
Authority, which over-
sees the airport, referred
questions about the size
of the crowd to Harris”
campaign.

Thousands of people
have been showing up at
her campaign rallies.

By the Harris cam-
paign’s count, 12,000
people turned out for
rallies in Philadelphia
and Eau Claire, Wiscon-
sin, last week, followed
by 15,000 in Glendale,
Arizona. In Las Vegas
on Saturday, more than
12,000 people were
inside a university arena
when law enforcement
halted admission because
people were getting ill
waiting outside in the
extreme 109-degree heat.
About 4,000 people were
waiting in line when the
doors were closed.

An Associated Press
reporter who covered the
Harris events in Wiscon-
sin, Michigan, Arizona
and Nevada, witnessed
the throngs of people in
attendance.

Trump pushed his false
claims in back-to-back
posts on his social media
site on Sunday.

“Has anyone noticed
that Kamala CHEATED
at the airport? There
was nobody at the plane,
and she ‘A.L’d" it,
and showed a massive
‘crowd’ of so-called
followers, BUT THEY
DIDN'T EXIST!.” he
wrote. He included a post
from another individ-
ual who made similar
allegations about photo
manipulation.

A minute later Trump
posted, “Look, we caught
her with a fake ‘crowd.”
There was nobody
there!” He included a
photo of the crowd that
was partly shaded and
partly exposed to the sun.

Harris® campaign
confirmed on Monday
that the photo being
questioned was taken by
a staff member and was
not in any way modified
using AL

Hany Farid, a Universi-
ty of California, Berke-
ley, professor who fo-
cuses on digital forensics
and misinformation, ana-

els were developed by
GetReal Labs, a company
Farid co-founded.

Farid, responding
Monday in an email,
said he compared several
versions of the photo and
the only alteration he
detected was some sim-
ple change to brightness
or contrast, and perhaps
sharpening. He said
many other images and
videos from the event
last Wednesday show the
same basic scene.

Trump started pushing
false theories about the
Harris campaign photo
a few days after he held
a news conference at his
Florida estate on Thurs-
day and was asked about
the crowds at his Dem-
ocratic rival’s rallies.
Trump said no one draws
crowds as big as he does.

“T've spoken to the big-
gest crowds. Nobody’s
spoken to crowds bigger
than me,” Trump claimed
at the news conference,
his first since Harris
became the Democratic
presidential nominee.

He went on to falsely
compare the crowd at
his speech in front of
the White House on Jan.
6, 2021, to the crowd
at Martin Luther King
Jr.’s famous “I Have a
Dream” speech on Aug.
28, 1963, at the Lincoln
Memorial.

But King drew far
more people. Approxi-
mately 250,000 people
attended the March on
‘Washington for Jobs
and Freedom, at which
King gave his speech,
according to the Na-
tional Park Service. The
Associated Press reported
in 2021 that there were
at least 10,000 people at
Trump’s address.

Some of Trump’s top
advisers and supporters
have been urging the
former president to focus
his criticisms on Harris”
policies and talk more
about the border and the
economy.

“Stop questioning the
size of her crowds,” was
the advice former House
Speaker Kevin McCa-
rthy, R-Calif., offered
during a Fox News ap-
pearance on Monday.

The Harris campaign
needled Trump on a
variety of issues in an
email Monday titled 9
Days Since Trump’s Last
Swing State Event.” The
note included a bullet
point that said, “he’s very
mad about crowd sizes,
claiming it’s all fake and
Al-generated. (Maybe if
he campaigned he’d get
crowds too?)”

Russia says
it thwarted a
Ukrainian charge
to expand its
incursion; Kyiv
says it won't
occupy land

By ILLIA NOVIKOV
and BARRY HATTON
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Rus-
sia said Tuesday that its
forces checked an effort
by Ukrainian troops to ex-
pand a stunning weeklong
incursion into the Kursk
region, as a Ukrainian
Foreign Ministry spokes-
man said Kyiv has no in-
tention of occupying Rus-
sian territory.

Russian army units, in-
cluding fresh reserves,
aircraft, drone teams and
artillery forces, stopped
Ukrainian armored mo-
bile groups from moving
deeper into Russia near
the Kursk settlements of
Obshchy Kolodez, Sna-
gost, Kauchuk and Alex-
eyevsky, a Russian De-
fense Ministry statement
said.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian
Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Heorhii Tykhyi said
the cross-border operation
was aimed at protecting
Ukrainian land from long-
range strikes launched
from Kursk.

“Ukraine is not interest-
ed in taking the territory of
the Kursk region, but we
want to protect the lives of
our people,” Tykhy1 was
quoted as saying by local
media.

He said Russia had
launched more than 2,000
strikes from the Kursk re-
gion in recent months us-
ing anti-aircraft missiles,
artillery, mortars, drones,
255 glide bombs and
‘more than 100 missiles.

“The purpose of this
operation is to preserve
the lives of our children,
to protect the territory of
Ukraine from Russian
strikes,” he said.

The commander of the
Ukrainian military, Olek-
sandr Syrskyi, said in a
video posted Tuesday
to President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy’s  Telegram
channel that Ukraine now
controls 74
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Atip jar contains several one and five dollar blls in New York. (AP file photo)
Why Trump’s and Harris’
proposals to end federal taxes on
tips would be difficult to enact

By DEE-ANN DURBIN
AP Business Writer

Former President Donald
Trump and Vice President
Kamala Harris agree on one
thing, at least: Both say they
want to eliminate federal tax-
es on workers” tips.

But experts say there’s a
reason Congress hasn’t made
such a change already. It
would be complicated, not to
mention enormously costly
to the federal government,
to enact. It would encourage
many higher-paid workers to
restructure their compensa-
tion to classify some of it as
“tips” and thereby avoid tax-
es. And, in the end, it likely
wouldn’t help millions of
low-income workers.

“There’s no way that it
wouldn’t be a mess,” said
James Hines Jr., a professor
of law and economics and
the research director of the
Office of Tax Policy Re-
search at the University of
Michigan’s Ross School of
Business.

Both candidates unveiled
their plans in Nevada, a
state with one of the highest
concentrations of tipped ser-
vice workers in the country.
Trump announced a proposal
to exclude tips from federal
taxes on June 9. Harris an-
nounced a similar proposal
on Aug. 10.

Details have been sparse.

Neither candidate’s team has
said whether it would ex-
empt tips only from income
taxes, only from payroll tax-
es or both. The payroll tax
funds Social Security and
Medicare.

Harris® campaign has said
she would work with Con-
gress to draft a proposal that
would include an income
limit and other provisions to
prevent abuses by wealthy
individuals who might seek
to structure their compensa-
tion to classify certain fees
as tips.

Her campaign said these
requirements, which it did
not specify, would be in-
tended “to prevent hedge
fund managers and lawyers
from structuring their com-
pensation in ways to try to
take advantage of the poli-
cy.” Trump’s campaign has
not said whether its proposal
would include any such re-
quirements.

Even so, Hines suggest-
ed that millions of workers
— not just wealthy ones —
would seek to change their
compensation to include tips,
and could even do so legally.
For example, he said, a com-
pany might set up a separate
entity that would reward its
employees with tips instead
of year-end bonuses.

“You will have taxpay-
ers pushing their attorneys

to try to characterize their
wage and salary income as
tips,” Hines said. “And some
would be successful, inevita-
bly, because it’s impossible
to write foolproof rules that
will cover every situation.”

Republican supporters of
Trump argue that Hines’
concerns are overblown. Da-
rin Miller, a spokesman for
Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas, said
the Internal Revenue Service
h: precise definition for
tips and contended that re-
classifying wages would be
considered fraud.

Miller noted that some
Democrats have signed on
to co-sponsor a bill Cruz in-
troduced in June that would
exempt tips from federal in-
come taxes. A bill exempting
tips from payroll and income
taxes has also been intro-
duced in the House.

Though  supporters — say
the measures are designed
to help low-wage work-
ers, many experts say that
making tips tax-free would
provide only limited help to
those workers.

The Budget Lab at Yale, a
non-partisan policy research
center, estimates that there
were 4 million U.S. work-
ers in tipped occupations
in 2023. That amounted to
about 2.5% of all employees,
including restaurant servers
and beauticians.

the Kursk region.

Ukrainian troops have
continued to advance,
gaining control over 15
square miles of territory in
the past 24 hours, Syrskyi
said.

“Fights are ongoing
along the entire front line.
The situation, despite the
high intensity of combat,
is under control,” he add-
ed.

Ukraine’s Western
partners have said the
country has the right to
defend itself, including
by attacking across the
border. Polish Prime Min-
ister Donald Tusk said
Tuesday that he backed
the Ukrainian operation,
though he said Kyiv offi-
cials did not consult him
about it beforehand.

Russian military ~ ac-
tions in Ukraine bear “the
hallmarks of genocide,
inhumane ~crimes, and
Ukraine has every right to
wage war in such a way
as to paralyze Russia in its
aggressive intentions as
effectively as possible,”
Tusk said.

Kremlin forces intensi-
fied their attacks in east-
ern  Ukraine. Ukraine’s
General Staff said Tues-
day that over the previous
24 hours, Russian troops
launched 52 assaults in
the area of Pokrovsk, a
town in Ukraine’s Do-
netsk region that is close
to the front line. That’s
roughly double the num-
ber of daily attacks there a
week ago.
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Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs
Public Service Commission
Administrative Rules for Uniform System
of Accounts for Major and Nonmajor

Electric Utilities

Rule Set 2024-7 LR

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, September 3, 2024
M

01:00 P

Lake Michigan Hearing Room
7109 West Saginaw Highway, Lansing, Ml 48917

The Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs will hold
a public hearing to receive public comments on proposed
changes to the Uniform System of Accounts for Major and
Nonmajor Electric Utilities rule set.

The proposed rules adopt by reference updates to the
federal Uniform System of Accounts (USofA) for Major and
Nonmajor Electric Utilities promulgated by the U.S. Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Specifically, on
October 23, 2023, FERC issued a final rule amending the
USofA to, among other things, create new accounts for
wind, solar, and other renewable generating assets. The
proposed rules adopt the changes in this final rule that go
into effect on January 1, 2025.

By authority conferred on the Michigan Public Service
Commission by section 5 of 1919 PA 419, MCL 460.55.

The proposed rules will take effect 1/1/2025 after filing with
the Secretary of State. The proposed rules are published
on the State of Michigan's website at www.michigan.gov/
ARD and in the 9/1/2024 issue of the Michigan Register.
Copies of these proposed rules may also be obtained
by mail or electronic mail at the following email address:
mpscedockets @ michigan.gov.
Comments on these proposed rules may be made at the
hearing, by mail, or by electronic mail at the following
addresses until 9/18/2024 at 05:00PM.
Executive Secretary, Michigan Public Service Commission
7109 West Saginaw Highway, Lansing, MI 48917
mpscedockets @ michigan.gov
The public hearing will be conducted in compliance with the
1990 Americans with Disabilities Act. If the hearing is held
at a physical location, the building will be accessible with
handicap parking available. Anyone needing assistance
to take part in the hearing due to disability may call
(517) 284-8090 to make arrangements.




