CONSTITUTION OF MICHIGAN OF 1963

PREAMBLE

Preamble.
We, the people of the State of Michigan, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings of freedom, and

earnestly desiring to secure these blessings undiminished to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and
establish this constitution.

ARTICLEI
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

§ 1 Political power.

Sec. 1. All political power is inherent in the people. Government is instituted for their equal benefit,
security and protection.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |, § 1, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. I1, § 1.

§ 2 Equal protection; discrimination.

Sec. 2. No person shall be denied the equal protection of the laws; nor shall any person be denied the
enjoyment of his civil or political rights or be discriminated against in the exercise thereof because of religion,
race, color or national origin. The legidature shall implement this section by appropriate legislation.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |, § 2, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

§ 3 Assembly, consultation, instruction, petition.

Sec. 3. The people have the right peaceably to assemble, to consult for the common good, to instruct their
representatives and to petition the government for redress of grievances.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 3, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 11, § 2.

§ 4 Freedom of worship and religious belief; appropriations.

Sec. 4. Every person shall be at liberty to worship God according to the dictates of his own conscience. No
person shall be compelled to attend, or, against his consent, to contribute to the erection or support of any
place of religious worship, or to pay tithes, taxes or other rates for the support of any minister of the gospel or
teacher of religion. No money shall be appropriated or drawn from the treasury for the benefit of any religious
sect or society, theological or religious seminary; nor shall property belonging to the state be appropriated for
any such purpose. The civil and political rights, privileges and capacities of no person shall be diminished or
enlarged on account of his religious belief.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |, § 4, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 11, § 3.

8 5 Freedom of speech and of press.

Sec. 5. Every person may freely speak, write, express and publish his views on al subjects, being
responsible for the abuse of such right; and no law shall be enacted to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech
or of the press.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |, § 5, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 4.

8 6 Bearing of arms.
Sec. 6. Every person has aright to keep and bear arms for the defense of himself and the state.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |, 8 6, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.
Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. Il, § 5.

§ 7 Military power subordinate to civil power.
Sec. 7. The military shall in al cases and at all times be in strict subordination to the civil power.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |, § 7, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.
Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. Il, § 6.

§ 8 Quartering of soldiers.
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Sec. 8. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house without the consent of the owner or
occupant, nor in time of war, except in a manner prescribed by law.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |, § 8, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, 8 7.

§ 9 Slavery and involuntary servitude.

Sec. 9. Neither dlavery, nor involuntary servitude unless for the punishment of crime, shall ever be
tolerated in this state.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |, § 9, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. |1, § 8.

8 10 Attainder; ex post facto laws; impairment of contracts.
Sec. 10. No hill of attainder, ex post facto law or law impairing the obligation of contract shall be enacted.
History: Const. 1963, Art. |, § 10, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.
Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 11, § 9.

§ 11 Searches and seizures.

Sec. 11. The person, houses, papers, possessions, electronic data, and electronic communications of every
person shall be secure from unreasonable searches and seizures. No warrant to search any place or to seize
any person or things or to access electronic data or electronic communications shall issue without describing
them, nor without probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation. The provisions of this section shall not be
construed to bar from evidence in any criminal proceeding any narcotic drug, firearm, bomb, explosive or any
other dangerous weapon, seized by a peace officer outside the curtilage of any dwelling house in this state.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, 8 11, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964;00 Am. S.J.R. G, approved Nov. 3, 2020, Eff. Dec. 19, 2020.

Congtitutionality: The last sentence of this section was held invalid as in conflict with US Const, Am |V. Lucas v People, 420 F2d
259 (CA 6, 1970); Caver v Kropp, 306 F Supp 1329 (DC Mich 1969); People v Pennington, 383 Mich 611; 178 NW2d 460 (1970);
People v Andrews, 21 Mich App 731; 176 NW2d 460 (1970).

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 11, § 10.

8 12 Habeas corpus.

Sec. 12. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless in case of rebellion or
invasion the public safety may requireit.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 12, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. I1, 8 11.

§ 13 Conduct of suits in person or by counsel.

Sec. 13. A suitor in any court of this state has the right to prosecute or defend his suit, either in his own
proper person or by an attorney.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |, § 13, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 11, § 12.

§ 14 Jury trials.

Sec. 14. The right of trial by jury shall remain, but shall be waived in al civil cases unless demanded by
one of the parties in the manner prescribed by law. In al civil cases tried by 12 jurors a verdict shall be
received when 10 jurors agree.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |, § 14, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 11, 8§ 13.

§ 15 Double jeopardy; bailable offenses; commencement of trial if bail denied; bail hearing;
effective date.

Sec. 15. No person shall be subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy. All persons shall,
before conviction, be bailable by sufficient sureties, except that bail may be denied for the following persons
when the proof is evident or the presumption great:

(8 A person who, within the 15 years immediately preceding a motion for bail pending the disposition of
an indictment for a violent felony or of an arraignment on a warrant charging a violent felony, has been
convicted of 2 or more violent felonies under the laws of this state or under substantially similar laws of the
United States or another state, or a combination thereof, only if the prior felony convictions arose out of at
least 2 separate incidents, events, or transactions.

(b) A person who isindicted for, or arraigned on awarrant charging, murder or treason.
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(c) A person who is indicted for, or arraigned on a warrant charging, criminal sexua conduct in the first
degree, armed robbery, or kidnapping with intent to extort money or other valuable thing thereby, unless the
court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant is not likely to flee or present a danger to any
other person.

(d) A person who isindicted for, or arraigned on a warrant charging, a violent felony which is alleged to
have been committed while the person was on bail, pending the disposition of a prior violent felony charge or
while the person was on probation or parole as aresult of a prior conviction for aviolent felony.

If a person is denied admission to bail under this section, the trial of the person shall be commenced not
more than 90 days after the date on which admission to bail is denied. If the trial is not commenced within 90
days after the date on which admission to bail is denied and the delay is not attributable to the defense, the
court shall immediately schedule a bail hearing and shall set the amount of bail for the person.

As used in this section, "violent felony” means a felony, an element of which involves a violent act or
threat of aviolent act against any other person.

This section, as amended, shall not take effect until May 1, 1979.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |, § 15, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964,0 Am. H.JR. Q, approved Nov. 7, 1978, Eff. May 1, 1979.

Effective date: The language certified by the Board of Canvassers was identical to House Joint Resolution Q of 1978, except for the
deletion of the last sentence which contained the proposed May 1, 1979, effective date.

The May 1, 1979, effective date provision of House Joint Resolution Q was not stated in the text of ballot Proposal K or in any of the
material circulated by the Secretary of State, and was neither considered nor voted upon by the electors in the November 7, 1978, general
election.

Therefore, the effective date of Proposal K is December 23, 1978, which was the date 45 days after the election as provided by Const.
1963, Art. XII, § 1. Op. Atty. Gen., No. 5533 (1979).

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 11, § 14.

§ 16 Bail; fines; punishments; detention of witnesses.

Sec. 16. Excessive bail shall not be required; excessive fines shall not be imposed; cruel or unusual
punishment shall not be inflicted; nor shall witnesses be unreasonably detained.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |, § 16, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 11, § 15.

§ 17 Self-incrimination; due process of law; fair treatment at investigations.

Sec. 17. No person shall be compelled in any criminal case to be awitness against himself, nor be deprived
of life, liberty or property, without due process of law. The right of all individuas, firms, corporations and
voluntary associations to fair and just treatment in the course of legislative and executive investigations and
hearings shall not be infringed.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 17, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. I1, § 16.

§ 18 Witnesses; competency, religious beliefs.

Sec. 18. No person shall be rendered incompetent to be a withess on account of his opinions on matters of
religious belief.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |, § 18, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. |1, § 17.

§ 19 Libels, truth as defense.

Sec. 19. In al prosecutions for libels the truth may be given in evidence to the jury; and, if it appears to the
jury that the matter charged as libelous is true and was published with good motives and for justifiable ends,
the accused shall be acquitted.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 19, Eff. Jan 1. 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 11, § 18.

§ 20 Rights of accused in criminal prosecutions.

Sec. 20. In every criminal prosecution, the accused shall have the right to a speedy and public trial by an
impartia jury, which may consist of less than 12 jurors in prosecutions for misdemeanors punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 1 year; to be informed of the nature of the accusation; to be confronted with
the witnesses against him or her; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his or her favor; to
have the assistance of counsel for his or her defense; to have an appeal as a matter of right, except as provided
by law an appeal by an accused who pleads guilty or nolo contendere shall be by leave of the court; and as
provided by law, when the trial court so orders, to have such reasonable assistance as may be necessary to
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perfect and prosecute an appeal .

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 20, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964;0 Am. H.JR. M, approved Aug. 8, 1972, Eff. Sept. 23, 1972;00 Am. SJR. D,
approved Nov. 8, 1994, Eff. Dec. 24, 1994.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 11, § 19.

§ 21 Imprisonment for debt.

Sec. 21. No person shall be imprisoned for debt arising out of or founded on contract, express or implied,
except in cases of fraud or breach of trust.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 21, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. I1, § 20.

§ 22 Treason; definition, evidence.

Sec. 22. Treason against the state shall consist only in levying war against it or in adhering to its enemies,
giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless upon the testimony of two
witnesses to the same overt act or on confession in open court.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 22, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. I1, § 21.

§ 23 Enumeration of rights not to deny others.
Sec. 23. The enumeration in this constitution of certain rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage
others retained by the people.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |, § 23, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

§ 24 Rights of crime victims; enforcement; assessment against convicted defendants.

Sec. 24. (1) Crime victims, as defined by law, shall have the following rights, as provided by law:

The right to be treated with fairness and respect for their dignity and privacy throughout the criminal
justice process.

Theright to timely disposition of the case following arrest of the accused.

The right to be reasonably protected from the accused throughout the criminal justice process.

Theright to notification of court proceedings.

Theright to attend trial and al other court proceedings the accused has the right to attend.

Theright to confer with the prosecution.

The right to make a statement to the court at sentencing.

Theright to retitution.

The right to information about the conviction, sentence, imprisonment, and release of the accused.

(2) The legislature may provide by law for the enforcement of this section.

(3) The legidature may provide for an assessment against convicted defendants to pay for crime victims
rights.

History: Add. H.J.R. P, approved Nov. 8, 1988, Eff. Dec. 24, 1988.

8§ 25 Marriage.

Sec. 25. To secure and preserve the benefits of marriage for our society and for future generations of
children, the union of one man and one woman in marriage shall be the only agreement recognized as a
marriage or similar union for any purpose.

History: Add. Init., approved Nov. 2, 2004, Eff. Dec. 18, 2004.

Constitutionality: In Obergefell v Hodges, 576 U.S. __ (2015), the United State Supreme Court held that the Fourteenth
Amendment requires a state to license a marriage between 2 people of the same sex and to recognize a marriage between 2 people of the
same sex when their marriage was lawfully licensed and performed in another state.

§ 26 Affirmative action programs.

Sec. 26. (1) The University of Michigan, Michigan State University, Wayne State University, and any
other public college or university, community college, or school district shall not discriminate against, or
grant preferential treatment to, any individual or group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or nationa
origin in the operation of public employment, public education, or public contracting.

(2) The state shall not discriminate against, or grant preferential treatment to, any individual or group on
the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in the operation of public employment, public
education, or public contracting.

(3) For the purposes of this section "state" includes, but is not necessarily limited to, the state itself, any
city, county, any public college, university, or community college, school district, or other politica
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subdivision or governmental instrumentality of or within the State of Michigan not included in sub-section 1.

(4) This section does not prohibit action that must be taken to establish or maintain eligibility for any
federal program, if ineligibility would result in aloss of federal funds to the state.

(5) Nothing in this section shall be interpreted as prohibiting bona fide qualifications based on sex that are
reasonably necessary to the normal operation of public employment, public education, or public contracting.

(6) The remedies available for violations of this section shall be the same, regardless of the injured party's
race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin, as are otherwise available for violations of Michigan
anti-discrimination law.

(7) This section shall be self-executing. If any part or parts of this section are found to be in conflict with
the United States Constitution or federal law, the section shall be implemented to the maximum extent that the
United States Constitution and federal law permit. Any provision held invalid shall be severable from the
remaining portions of this section.

(8) This section applies only to action taken after the effective date of this section.

(9) This section does not invalidate any court order or consent decree that isin force as of the effective date
of this section.

History: Add. Init., approved Nov. 7, 2006, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006.

§ 27 Human embryo and embryonic stem cell research.

Section 27. (1) Nothing in this section shall alter Michigan’s current prohibition on human cloning.

(2) To ensure that Michigan citizens have access to stem cell therapies and cures, and to ensure that
physicians and researchers can conduct the most promising forms of medical research in this state, and that all
such research is conducted safely and ethically, any research permitted under federal law on human embryos
may be conducted in Michigan, subject to the requirements of federal law and only the following additional
limitations and regquirements:

(a) No stem cells may be taken from a human embryo more than fourteen days after cell division begins;
provided, however, that time during which an embryo is frozen does not count against this fourteen day limit.

(b) The human embryos were created for the purpose of fertility treatment and, with voluntary and
informed consent, documented in writing, the person seeking fertility treatment chose to donate the embryos
for research; and

(i) the embryos were in excess of the clinical need of the person seeking the fertility treatment and would
otherwise be discarded unless they are used for research; or

(ii) the embryos were not suitable for implantation and would otherwise be discarded unless they are used
for research.

(c) No person may, for valuable consideration, purchase or sell human embryos for stem cell research or
stem cell therapies and cures.

(d) All stem cell research and al stem cell therapies and cures must be conducted and provided in
accordance with state and local laws of general applicability, including but not limited to laws concerning
scientific and medical practices and patient safety and privacy, to the extent that any such laws do not:

(i) prevent, restrict, obstruct, or discourage any stem cell research or stem cell therapies and cures that are
permitted by the provisions of this section; or

(i) create disincentives for any person to engage in or otherwise associate with such research or therapies
Or Cures.

(3) Any provision of this section held unconstitutional shall be severable from the remaining portions of
this section.

History: Add. Init., approved Nov. 4, 2008, Eff. Dec. 19, 2008.

§ 28 Right to reproductive freedom.

Sec. 28. (1) Every individual has a fundamental right to reproductive freedom, which entails the right to
make and effectuate decisions about all matters relating to pregnancy, including but not limited to prenatal
care, childbirth, postpartum care, contraception, sterilization, abortion care, miscarriage management, and
infertility care.

An individual's right to reproductive freedom shall not be denied, burdened, nor infringed upon unless
justified by a compelling state interest achieved by the least restrictive means.

Notwithstanding the above, the state may regulate the provision of abortion care after fetal viability,
provided that in no circumstance shall the state prohibit an abortion that, in the professional judgment of an
attending health care professional, is medically indicated to protect the life or physical or mental health of the
pregnant individual.

(2) The state shall not discriminate in the protection or enforcement of this fundamental right.
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(3) The state shall not penalize, prosecute, or otherwise take adverse action against an individual based on
their actual, potential, perceived, or alleged pregnancy outcomes, including but not limited to miscarriage,
gtillbirth, or abortion. Nor shall the state penalize, prosecute, or otherwise take adverse action against
someone for aiding or assisting a pregnant individual in exercising their right to reproductive freedom with
their voluntary consent.

(4) For the purposes of this section:

A state interest is "compelling” only if it is for the limited purpose of protecting the health of an individual
seeking care, consistent with accepted clinical standards of practice and evidence-based medicine, and does
not infringe on that individual's autonomous decision-making.

"Fetal viability" means: the point in pregnancy when, in the professional judgment of an attending health
care professional and based on the particular facts of the case, there is a significant likelihood of the fetus's
sustained survival outside the uterus without the application of extraordinary medical measures.

(5) This section shall be self-executing. Any provision of this section held invalid shall be severable from
the remaining portions of this section.

History: Add. Init., approved Nov. 8, 2022, Eff. Dec. 24, 2022.

ARTICLE I
ELECTIONS

8 1 Qualifications of electors; residence.

Sec. 1. Every citizen of the United States who has attained the age of 21 years, who hasresided in this state
six months, and who meets the requirements of local residence provided by law, shall be an elector and
qualified to vote in any election except as otherwise provided in this constitution. The legislature shall define
residence for voting purposes.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I1, § 1, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Compiler's note: U.S. Const., Amendment XXVI, § 1, provides: “The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years
of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age.”

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 111, 88 1-3.

§ 2 Mental incompetence; imprisonment.
Sec. 2. The legislature may by law exclude persons from voting because of mental incompetence or
commitment to ajail or penal institution.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I1, § 2, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

8§ 3 Presidential electors; residence.

Sec. 3. For purposes of voting in the election for president and vice-president of the United States only, the
legislature may by law establish lesser residence requirements for citizens who have resided in this state for
less than six months and may waive residence requirements for former citizens of this state who have
removed herefrom. The legislature shall not permit voting by any person who meets the voting residence
requirements of the state to which he has removed.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I1, § 3, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

8 4 Place and manner of elections.

Sec. 4. (1) Every citizen of the United States who is an elector qualified to vote in Michigan shall have the
following rights:

(a) The fundamental right to vote, including but not limited to the right, once registered, to vote a secret
ballot in al elections. No person shall: (1) enact or use any law, rule, regulation, qualification, prerequisite,
standard, practice, or procedure; (2) engage in any harassing, threatening, or intimidating conduct; or (3) use
any means whatsoever, any of which has the intent or effect of denying, abridging, interfering with, or
unreasonably burdening the fundamental right to vote.

Any Michigan citizen or citizens shall have standing to bring an action for declaratory, injunctive, and/or
monetary relief to enforce the rights created by this part (a) of subsection (4)(1) on behaf of themselves.
Those actions shall be brought in the circuit court for the county in which a plaintiff resides. If a plaintiff
prevailsin whole or in part, the court shall award reasonable attorneys fees, costs, and disbursements.

For purposes of this part (a) of subsection (4)(1), "person” means an individual, association, corporation,
joint stock company, labor organization, legal representative, mutual company, partnership, unincorporated
organization, the state or a political subdivision of the state or an agency of the state, or any other legal entity,
and includes an agent of a person.

(b) The right, if serving in the military or living overseas, to have an absent voter ballot sent to them at
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least forty-five (45) days before an election upon application and to have their absent voter ballot deemed
timely received if postmarked on or before election day and received by the appropriate election officia
within six (6) days after such election. For purposes of this part (b) of subsection (4)(1), a postmark shall
include any type of mark applied by the United States Postal Service or any delivery service to the return
envelope, including but not limited to a bar code or any tracking marks, which indicates when a ballot was
mailed.

(c) The right, once registered, to a "straight party" vote option on partisan general election ballots. In
partisan elections, the ballot shall include a position at the top of the ballot by which the voter may, by a
single selection, record a straight party ticket vote for al the candidates of one (1) party. The voter may vote a
split or mixed ticket.

(d) Theright to be automatically registered to vote as a result of conducting business with the secretary of
state regarding adriver's license or personal identification card, unless the person declines such registration.

(e) Theright to register to vote for an election by mailing a completed voter registration application on or
before the fifteenth (15th) day before that election to an election official authorized to receive voter
registration applications.

(f) Theright to register to vote for an election by (1) appearing in person and submitting a completed voter
registration application on or before the fifteenth (15th) day before that election to an election officia
authorized to receive voter registration applications, or (2) beginning on the fourteenth (14th) day before that
election and continuing through the day of that election, appearing in person, submitting a completed voter
registration application and providing proof of residency to an election official responsible for maintaining
custody of the registration file where the person resides, or their deputies. Persons registered in accordance
with subsection (1)(f) shall be immediately eligible to receive aregular or absent voter ballot.

(9) Theright, once registered, to prove their identity when voting in person or applying for an absent voter
ballot in person by (1) presenting their photo identification, including photo identification issued by a federal,
state, local, or tribal government or an educational institution, or (2) if they do not have photo identification or
do not have it with them, executing an affidavit verifying their identity. A voter shall not be required to vote a
provisional ballot solely because they executed an affidavit to prove their identity.

(h) The right, once registered, to vote an absent voter ballot without giving a reason, during the forty (40)
days before an election, and the right to choose whether the absent voter ballot is applied for, received and
submitted in person or by mail. During that time, election officials authorized to issue absent voter ballots
shall be available in at least one (1) location to issue and receive absent voter ballots during the election
officials regularly scheduled business hours and for at least eight (8) hours during the Saturday and/or Sunday
immediately prior to the election. Those election officials shall have the authority to make absent voter ballots
available for voting in person at additional times and places beyond what is required herein. Voters shall have
the right to prove their identity when applying for or voting an absent voter ballot other than in person by
providing their signature to the election official authorized to issue absent voter balots. Those election
officials shall: (1) verify the identity of a voter who applies for an absent voter ballot other than in person by
comparing the voter's signature on the absent voter ballot application to the voter's signature in their
registration record; and (2) verify the identity of a voter who votes an absent voter ballot other than in person
by comparing the signature on the absent voter ballot envelope to the signature on the voter's absent voter
ballot application or the signature in the voter's registration record. If those election officials determine from
either of the comparisons in (1) or (2) of this part (h) of subsection (4)(1) that the signatures do not
sufficiently agree, or if the voter's signature on the absent voter ballot application or absent voter ballot
envelope is missing, the voter has a right to be notified immediately and afforded due process, including an
equitable opportunity to correct the issue with the signature.

(i) The right to: (1) state-funded prepaid postage to return an absent voter ballot application provided to
them by a Michigan election official; (2) state-funded prepaid postage to return a voted absent voter balot;
and (3) a state-funded system to track submitted absent voter ballot applications and absent voter ballots. The
system shall permit voters to elect to receive electronic notifications regarding the status of the voter's
submitted absent voter ballot application and absent voter ballot, inform voters of any deficiency with the
voter's submitted absent voter ballot application or absent voter ballot, and provide instructions for addressing
any such deficiency.

() Theright to at least one (1) state-funded secure drop-box for every municipality, and for municipalities
with more than fifteen thousand (15,000) registered voters at least one (1) drop-box for every fifteen thousand
(15,000) registered voters, for the return of completed absent voter ballot applications and voted absent voter
ballots. Secure drop-boxes shall be distributed equitably throughout the municipality and shall be accessible
twenty-four (24) hours per day during the forty (40) days prior to any election and until eight (8) pm on
election day.
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(k) The right, once registered, to have an absent voter ballot sent to the voter before each election by
submitting a single signed absent voter ballot application covering all future elections. An election officia
responsible for issuing absent voter ballots shall issue an absent voter ballot for each election to every voter in
the jurisdiction who has exercised the right in this part (k) of subsection (4)(1) and shall not require such voter
to submit a separate application for an absent voter ballot for any election. A voter's exercise of thisright shall
be rescinded only if: (1) the voter submits a signed request to rescind; (2) the voter is no longer qualified to
vote; (3) the secretary of state or the election officia responsible for issuing the voter an absent voter ballot
receives reliable information that the voter has moved to another state, or has moved within this state without
updating their voter registration address; or (4) the voter does not vote for six (6) consecutive years. The
exercise of the right in this part (k) of subsection (4)(1) shall remain in effect without the need for a new
absent voter ballot application when the voter changes their residence in this state and updates their voter
registration address.

() The right to have the results of statewide elections audited, in such a manner as prescribed by law, to
ensure the accuracy and integrity of elections. The secretary of state shall conduct election audits, and shall
supervise and direct county election officials in the conduct of such audits. No officer or member of the
governing body of a national, state, or local political party, and no political party precinct delegate, shall have
any role in the direction, supervision, or conduct of an election audit. Public election officials shall maintain
the security and custody of all ballots and election materials during an election audit. Election audits shall be
conducted in public based on methods finalized and made public prior to the election to be audited. All
funding of election audits shall be publicly disclosed.

(m) The right, once registered, to vote in each statewide and federal election in person at an early voting
site prior to election day. Voters at early voting sites shall have the same rights and be subject to the same
requirements as voters at polling places on election day. An early voting site is a polling place and shall be
subject to the same requirements as an election day polling place, except that an early voting site may serve
voters from more than six (6) precincts and may serve voters from more than one (1) municipality within a
county. An early voting site shall also be subject to the same requirements as an election day precinct, except
that any statutory limit on the number of voters assigned to a precinct shall not apply to an early voting site.
Each early voting site shall be open for at least nine (9) consecutive days beginning on the second Saturday
before the election and ending on the Sunday before the election, for at least eight (8) hours each day, and
may be open for additional days and hours beyond what is required herein at the discretion of the election
official authorized to issue ballots in the jurisdiction conducting the election. Jurisdictions conducting
elections within a county may enter into agreements to share early voting sites. A jurisdiction conducting an
election may enter into an agreement with the clerk of the county in which it is located authorizing the county
clerk to conduct early voting for the jurisdiction. Jurisdictions conducting non-statewide elections may offer
early voting for such elections in accordance with the provisions of this part (m) of subsection (4)(1). No early
voting results shall be generated or reported until after eight (8) pm on election day.

All rights set forth in this subsection shall be self-executing. This subsection shall be liberally construed in
favor of voters rightsin order to effectuate its purposes. Nothing contained in this subsection shall prevent the
legislature from expanding voters' rights beyond what is provided herein. This subsection and any portion
hereof shall be severable. If any portion of this subsection is held invalid or unenforceable as to any person or
circumstance, that invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect the validity, enforceability, or application of
any other portion of this subsection.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this congtitution or in the constitution or laws of the United States the
legislature shall enact laws to regulate the time, place and manner of al nominations and elections, to
preserve the purity of elections, to preserve the secrecy of the ballot, to guard against abuses of the elective
franchise, and to provide for a system of voter registration and absentee voting. No law shall be enacted
which permits a candidate in any partisan primary or partisan election to have a ballot designation except
when required for identification of candidates for the same office who have the same or similar surnames.

(3) A county, city, or township conducting an election may accept and use publicly-disclosed charitable
donations and in-kind contributions to conduct and administer elections. The county, city, or township shall
retain discretion over whether to accept or use any such donations or contributions. Charitable donations and
in-kind contributions of foreign funds or from foreign sources are prohibited.

History: Const. 1963, Art. Il, § 4, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964;0 Am. Init., approved Nov. 6, 2018, Eff. Dec. 22, 2018;0 Am. Init., approved
Nov. 8, 2022, Eff. Dec. 24, 2022.

Compiler'snote: The constitutional amendment set out above was submitted to, and approved by, the electors as Proposal 18-3 at the
November 6, 2018 general election. This amendment to the Constitution of Michigan of 1963 became effective December 22, 2018.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 111, 88 1, 8.
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8 5 Time of elections.

Sec. 5. Except for special elections to fill vacancies, or as otherwise provided in this congtitution, all
elections for national, state, county and township offices shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in November in each even-numbered year or on such other date as members of the congress of the
United States are regularly elected.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 11, § 5, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

§ 6 Voters on tax limit increases or bond issues.

Sec. 6. Whenever any question is required to be submitted by a political subdivision to the electors for the
increase of the ad valorem tax rate limitation imposed by Section 6 of Article IX for a period of more than
five years, or for the issue of bonds, only electors in, and who have property assessed for any ad valorem
taxesin, any part of the district or territory to be affected by the result of such election or electors who are the
lawful husbands or wives of such persons shall be entitled to vote thereon. All electors in the district or
territory affected may vote on all other questions.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I1, § 6, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 111, § 4.

§ 7 Boards of canvassers, certification of election results.

Sec. 7. (1) The outcome of every election in this state shall be determined solely by the vote of electors
casting ballots in the election.

(2) A board of state canvassers of four members shall be established by law. No candidate for an office to
be canvassed nor any inspector of elections shall be eligible to serve as a member of a board of canvassers. A
majority of any board of canvassers shall not be composed of members of the same poalitical party. The
legislature may by law establish boards of county canvassers.

(3) It shal be the ministerial, clerical, nondiscretionary duty of a board of canvassers, and of each
individual member thereof, to certify election results based solely on: (1) certified statements of votes from
counties; or (2) in the case of boards of county canvassers, statements of returns from the precincts and absent
voter counting boards in the county and any corrected returns. The board of state canvassersis the only body
or entity in this state authorized to certify the results of an election for statewide or federal office and to
determine which person is elected in such election.

(4) If the certified results for any office certified by the board of state canvassers show atie among two (2)
or more persons, the tie shall be resolved and the winner certified by the drawing of lots under rules
promulgated by the board of state canvassers. If the certified results for an office certified by a board of
county canvassers show atie among two (2) or more persons, the tie shall be resolved and the winner certified
by such board of canvassers under procedures prescribed by law.

(5) The certification of any election results by the board of state canvassers shall be final subject only to (a)
a post-certification recount of the votes cast in that election supervised by the board of state canvassers under
procedures prescribed by law; or (b) a post-certification court order.

(6) A board of canvassers is authorized to conduct post-certification recounts of election results under
procedures prescribed by law.

(7) For purposes of this section "to certify" means to make a signed, written statement.

History: Const. 1963, Art. |1, 8 7, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964;0 Am. Init., approved Nov. 8, 2022, Eff. Dec. 24, 2022.
Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 111, § 9.
Transfer of powers: See MCL 16.128.

§ 8 Recalls.

Sec. 8. Laws shall be enacted to provide for the recall of all elective officers except judges of courts of
record upon petition of electors equal in number to 25 percent of the number of persons voting in the last
preceding election for the office of governor in the electoral district of the officer sought to be recalled. The
sufficiency of any statement of reasons or grounds procedurally required shall be a political rather than a
judicial question.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 11, § 8, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. |11, § 8.

8 9 Initiative and referendum; limitations; appropriations; petitions.
Sec. 9. The people reserve to themsel ves the power to propose laws and to enact and reject laws, called the
initiative, and the power to approve or reject laws enacted by the legislature, caled the referendum. The
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power of initiative extends only to laws which the legislature may enact under this constitution. The power of
referendum does not extend to acts making appropriations for state institutions or to meet deficienciesin state
funds and must be invoked in the manner prescribed by law within 90 days following the final adjournment of
the legidative session at which the law was enacted. To invoke the initiative or referendum, petitions signed
by a number of registered electors, not less than eight percent for initiative and five percent for referendum of
the total vote cast for al candidates for governor at the last preceding general election at which a governor
was elected shall be required.

Referendum, approval.

No law as to which the power of referendum properly has been invoked shall be effective thereafter unless
approved by amajority of the electors voting thereon at the next general election.

Initiative; duty of legislature, referendum.

Any law proposed by initiative petition shall be either enacted or rejected by the legislature without change
or amendment within 40 session days from the time such petition is received by the legidature. If any law
proposed by such petition shall be enacted by the legislature it shall be subject to referendum, as hereinafter
provided.

Legidlativereection of initiated measure; different measure; submission to people.

If the law so proposed is not enacted by the legislature within the 40 days, the state officer authorized by
law shall submit such proposed law to the people for approval or rejection at the next general election. The
legislature may reject any measure so proposed by initiative petition and propose a different measure upon the
same subject by a yea and nay vote upon separate roll cals, and in such event both measures shall be
submitted by such state officer to the electors for approval or rejection at the next general election.

Initiative or referendum law; effective date, veto, amendment and repeal.

Any law submitted to the people by either initiative or referendum petition and approved by a mgjority of
the votes cast thereon at any election shall take effect 10 days after the date of the official declaration of the
vote. No law initiated or adopted by the people shall be subject to the veto power of the governor, and no law
adopted by the people at the polls under the initiative provisions of this section shall be amended or repealed,
except by a vote of the electors unless otherwise provided in the initiative measure or by three-fourths of the
members elected to and serving in each house of the legislature. Laws approved by the people under the
referendum provision of this section may be amended by the legislature at any subsequent session thereof. If
two or more measures approved by the electors at the same election conflict, that receiving the highest
affirmative vote shall prevail.

L egidative implementation.
The legislature shall implement the provisions of this section.
History: Const. 1963, Art. 11, § 9, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Constitutionality: A law proposed by initiative petition which is enacted by the Legislature without change or amendment within
forty days of its reception takes effect ninety days after the end of the session in which it was enacted unless two-thirds of the members of
each house of the Legislature vote to give it immediate effect. Frey v Department of Management and Budget, 429 Mich 315; 414 NW2d
873 (1987).

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. V, § 1.

8§ 10 Limitations on terms of office of members of the United States House of

Representatives and United States Senate from Michigan.

Sec. 10. No person shall be elected to office as representative in the United States House of
Representatives more than three times during any twelve year period. No person shall be elected to office as
senator in the United States Senate more than two times during any twenty-four year period. Any person
appointed or elected to fill a vacancy in the United States House of Representatives or the United States
Senate for a period greater than one half of aterm of such office, shall be considered to have been elected to
serve onetime in that office for purposes of this section. This limitation on the number of times a person shall
be elected to office shall apply to terms of office beginning on or after January 1, 1993.

The people of Michigan hereby state their support for the aforementioned term limits for members of the
United States House of Representatives and United States Senate and instruct their public officials to use their
best efforts to attain such alimit nationwide.

The people of Michigan declare that the provisions of this section shall be deemed severable from the
remainder of this amendment and that their intention is that federal officials elected from Michigan will
continue voluntarily to observe the wishes of the people as stated in this section, in the event any provision of
this section isheld invalid.
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This section shall be self-executing. Legislation may be enacted to facilitate operation of this section, but
no law shall limit or restrict the application of this section. If any part of this section is held to be invalid or
unconsgtitutional, the remaining parts of this section shall not be affected but will remain in full force and
effect.

History: Add. Init., approved Nov. 3, 1992, Eff. Dec. 19, 1992.

Constitutionality: U.S. Supreme Court found that an amendment to the Arkansas Constitution prohibiting the name of an
otherwise-eligible candidate for Congress from appearing on the ballot if that candidate had aready served 3 terms in the House of
Representatives and 2 terms in the Senate was in violation of the Federal Constitution. The Supreme Court held that: “(1) states may not
impose qualifications for offices of the United States representative or United States senator in addition to those set forth by the
Constitution; (2) power to set additional qualifications was not reserved to the states by the Tenth Amendment; and (3) state provision is
unconstitutional when it has likely effect of handicapping a class of candidates and has sole purpose of creating additional qualifications
indirectly.” US Term Limits, Inc v Thornton, 514 US 779; 115 S Ct 1842; 131 L Ed 2d 884 (1995).

ARTICLEIII
GENERAL GOVERNMENT

8 1 Seat of government.
Sec. 1. The seat of government shall be at Lansing.
History: Const. 1963, Art. 111, § 1, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.
Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. |, § 2.

§ 2 Separation of powers of government.

Sec. 2. The powers of government are divided into three branches: legidative, executive and judicial. No
person exercising powers of one branch shall exercise powers properly belonging to another branch except as
expressly provided in this constitution.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 11, § 2, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 1V, § 2.

§ 3 Great seal.
Sec. 3. There shall be agreat seal of the State of Michigan and its use shall be provided by law.
History: Const. 1963, Art. 11, § 3, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.
Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. V1, 88 11, 12.

§ 4 Militia.
Sec. 4. The militia shall be organized, equipped and disciplined as provided by law.
History: Const. 1963, Art. I11, § 4, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.
Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. XV, 88 1-3.

8 5 Intergovernmental agreements; service by public officers and employees.

Sec. 5. Subject to provisions of general law, this state or any political subdivision thereof, any
governmental authority or any combination thereof may enter into agreements for the performance, financing
or execution of their respective functions, with any one or more of the other states, the United States, the
Dominion of Canada, or any political subdivision thereof unless otherwise provided in this constitution. Any
other provision of this constitution notwithstanding, an officer or employee of the state or of any such unit of
government or subdivision or agency thereof may serve on or with any governmental body established for the
purposes set forth in this section and shall not be required to relinquish his office or employment by reason of
such service. The legislature may impose such restrictions, limitations or conditions on such service as it may
deem appropriate.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I11, § 5, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

§ 6 Internal improvements.

Sec. 6. The state shall not be a party to, nor be financially interested in, any work of internal improvement,
nor engage in carrying on any such work, except for public internal improvements provided by law.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 11, § 6, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. X, § 14.

§ 7 Common law and statutes, continuance.

Sec. 7. The common law and the statute laws now in force, not repugnant to this constitution, shall remain
in force until they expire by their own limitations, or are changed, amended or repeal ed.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 111, § 7, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.
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Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Schedule, § 1.

§ 8 Opinions on constitutionality by supreme court.

Sec. 8. Either house of the legislature or the governor may request the opinion of the supreme court on
important questions of law upon solemn occasions as to the constitutionality of legislation after it has been
enacted into law but before its effective date.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 111, § 8, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

ARTICLE IV
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

8 1 Legislative power.

Sec. 1. Except to the extent limited or abrogated by article 1V, section 6 or article V, section 2, the
legidlative power of the State of Michigan is vested in a senate and a house of representatives.

History: Const. 1963, Art. IV, 8§ 1, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964;00 Am. Init., approved Nov. 6, 2018, Eff. Dec. 22, 2018.

Compiler'snote: The constitutional amendment set out above was submitted to, and approved by, the electors as Proposal 18-2 at the
November 6, 2018 general election. This amendment to the Constitution of Michigan of 1963 became effective December 22, 2018.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. V, § 1.

§ 2 Senators, number, term.

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 38 members to be elected from single member districts at the same
election as the governor for four-year terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor.

History: Const. 1963, Art. IV, § 2, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964;0 Am. Init., approved Nov. 6, 2018, Eff. Dec. 22, 2018.

Compiler'snote: The constitutional amendment set out above was submitted to, and approved by, the electors as Proposal 18-2 at the
November 6, 2018 general election. This amendment to the Constitution of Michigan of 1963 became effective December 22, 2018.

Constitutionality: The United States Supreme Court held in Reynolds v Sms, 377 US 533; 84 S Ct 1362; 12 L Ed 2d 506 (1964) that
provisions establishing weighted land area-population formulae violate the Equal Protection Clause of the United States Constitution.
Because the apportionment provisions of former art 4, 88 2 - 6 are interdependent and not severable, the provisions are invalidated in
their entirety and the Commission on Legislative Apportionment cannot survive. In re Apportionment of State Legislature—1982, 413
Mich 96; 321 NW2d 565 (1982), rehearing denied 413 Mich 149; 321 NW2d 585; stay denied 413 Mich 222; 321 NW2d 615, appeal
dismissed 459 US 900; 103 SCt 201; 74 L Ed 2d 161.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. V, § 2.

§ 3 Representatives, number, term; contiguity of districts.

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 110 members elected for two-year terms from single
member districts apportioned on a basis of population as provided in this article.

History: Const. 1963, Art. IV, § 3, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964;0 Am. Init., approved Nov. 6, 2018, Eff. Dec. 22, 2018.

Compiler'snote: The constitutional amendment set out above was submitted to, and approved by, the electors as Proposal 18-2 at the
November 6, 2018 general election. This amendment to the Constitution of Michigan of 1963 became effective December 22, 2018.

Congtitutionality: The United States Supreme Court held in Reynolds v Sms, 377 US 533; 84 S Ct 1362; 12 L Ed 2d 506 (1964) that
provisions establishing weighted land area-population formulae violate the Equal Protection Clause of the United States Constitution.
Because the apportionment provisions of former art IV, 88 2 - 6 are interdependent and not severable, the provisions are invalidated in
their entirety and the Commission on Legislative Apportionment cannot survive. In re Apportionment of State Legislature—1982, 413
Mich 96; 321 NW2d 565 (1982), rehearing denied 413 Mich 149; 321 NW2d 585; stay denied 413 Mich 222; 321 NW2d 615, appeal
dismissed 459 US 900; 103 SCt 201; 74 L Ed 2d 161.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. V, § 3.

§ 4 Annexation or merger with a city.
History: Abrogated. Init., approved Nov. 6, 2018, Eff. Dec. 22, 2018.

§ 5 Island areas, contiguity.
History: Abrogated. Init., approved Nov. 6, 2018, Eff. Dec. 22, 2018.

§ 6 Independent citizens redistricting commission for state legislative and congressional
districts.

Sec. 6. (1) An independent citizens redistricting commission for state legislative and congressional districts
(hereinafter, the "commission™) is hereby established as a permanent commission in the legislative branch.
The commission shall consist of 13 commissioners. The commission shall adopt a redistricting plan for each
of the following types of districts: state senate districts, state house of representative districts, and
congressional districts. Each commissioner shall:

(a) Beregistered and eligible to vote in the State of Michigan;
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(b) Not currently be or in the past 6 years have been any of the following:

(i) A declared candidate for partisan federal, state, or local office;

(if) An elected official to partisan federal, state, or local office;

(iif) An officer or member of the governing body of a national, state, or local political party;

(iv) A paid consultant or employee of a federal, state, or local elected official or political candidate, of a
federal, state, or local political candidate's campaign, or of a political action committee;

(v) An employee of the legidature;

(vi) Any person who is registered as a lobbyist agent with the Michigan bureau of elections, or any
employee of such person; or

(vii) An unclassified state employee who is exempt from classification in state civil service pursuant to
article X1, section 5, except for employees of courts of record, employees of the state institutions of higher
education, and persons in the armed forces of the state;

(c) Not be a parent, stepparent, child, stepchild, or spouse of any individual disqualified under part (1)(b)
of this section; or

(d) Not be otherwise disqualified for appointed or elected office by this constitution.

(e) For five years after the date of appointment, a commissioner is ingligible to hold a partisan elective
office at the state, county, city, village, or township level in Michigan.

(2) Commissioners shall be selected through the following process:

(a) The secretary of state shall do all of the following:

(i) Make applications for commissioner available to the general public not later than January 1 of the year
of the federal decennial census. The secretary of state shall circulate the applications in a manner that invites
wide public participation from different regions of the state. The secretary of state shall also mail applications
for commissioner to ten thousand Michigan registered voters, selected at random, by January 1 of the year of
the federal decennial census.

(i) Require applicants to provide a completed application.

(iif) Require applicants to attest under oath that they meet the qualifications set forth in this section; and
either that they affiliate with one of the two political parties with the largest representation in the legislature
(hereinafter, "major parties'), and if so, identify the party with which they affiliate, or that they do not affiliate
with either of the mgjor parties.

(b) Subject to part (2)(c) of this section, the secretary of state shall mail additional applications for
commissioner to Michigan registered voters selected at random until 30 qualifying applicants that affiliate
with one of the two major parties have submitted applications, 30 qualifying applicants that identify that they
affiliate with the other of the two major parties have submitted applications, and 40 qualifying applicants that
identify that they do not affiliate with either of the two major parties have submitted applications, each in
response to the mailings.

(c) The secretary of state shall accept applications for commissioner until June 1 of the year of the federa
decennia census.

(d) By July 1 of the year of the federal decennial census, from all of the applications submitted, the
secretary of state shall:

(i) Eliminate incomplete applications and applications of applicants who do not meet the qualifications in
parts (1)(a) through (1)(d) of this section based solely on the information contained in the applications;

(it) Randomly select 60 applicants from each pool of affiliating applicants and 80 applicants from the pool
of non-affiliating applicants. 50% of each pool shall be populated from the qualifying applicants to such pool
who returned an application mailed pursuant to part 2(a) or 2(b) of this section, provided, that if fewer than 30
qualifying applicants affiliated with a major party or fewer than 40 qualifying non-affiliating applicants have
applied to serve on the commission in response to the random mailing, the balance of the pool shall be
populated from the balance of qualifying applicants to that pool. The random selection process used by the
secretary of state to fill the selection pools shall use accepted statistical weighting methods to ensure that the
poals, as closely as possible, mirror the geographic and demographic makeup of the state; and

(iii) Submit the randomly-selected applications to the majority leader and the minority leader of the senate,
and the speaker of the house of representatives and the minority leader of the house of representatives.

(e) By August 1 of the year of the federal decennia census, the majority leader of the senate, the minority
leader of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, and the minority leader of the house of
representatives may each strike five applicants from any pool or pools, up to a maximum of 20 total strikes by
the four legidlative leaders.

(f) By September 1 of the year of the federa decennia census, the secretary of state shall randomly draw
the names of four commissioners from each of the two pools of remaining applicants affiliating with a major
party, and five commissioners from the pool of remaining non-affiliating applicants.
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(3) Except as provided below, commissioners shall hold office for the term set forth in part (18) of this
section. If acommissioner's seat becomes vacant for any reason, the secretary of state shal fill the vacancy by
randomly drawing a name from the remaining qualifying applicants in the selection pool from which the
original commissioner was selected. A commissioner's office shall become vacant upon the occurrence of any
of the following:

(a) Death or mental incapacity of the commissioner;

(b) The secretary of state's receipt of the commissioner's written resignation;

(c) The commissioner's disqualification for election or appointment or employment pursuant to article X1,
section 8;

(d) The commissioner ceases to be qualified to serve as a commissioner under part (1) of this section; or

(e) After written notice and an opportunity for the commissioner to respond, a vote of 10 of the
commissioners finding substantial neglect of duty, gross misconduct in office, or inability to discharge the
duties of office.

(4) The secretary of state shall be secretary of the commission without vote, and in that capacity shall
furnish, under the direction of the commission, all technical services that the commission deems necessary.
The commission shall elect its own chairperson. The commission has the sole power to make its own rules of
procedure. The commission shall have procurement and contracting authority and may hire staff and
consultants for the purposes of this section, including legal representation.

(5) Beginning no later than December 1 of the year preceding the federal decennial census, and continuing
each year in which the commission operates, the legislature shall appropriate funds sufficient to compensate
the commissioners and to enable the commission to carry out its functions, operations and activities, which
activities include retaining independent, nonpartisan subject-matter experts and legal counsel, conducting
hearings, publishing notices and maintaining a record of the commission's proceedings, and any other activity
necessary for the commission to conduct its business, at an amount equal to not less than 25 percent of the
general fund/general purpose budget for the secretary of state for that fiscal year. Within six months after the
conclusion of each fiscal year, the commission shall return to the state treasury all moneys unexpended for
that fiscal year. The commission shall furnish reports of expenditures, at least annually, to the governor and
the legidature and shall be subject to annual audit as provided by law. Each commissioner shall receive
compensation at least equal to 25 percent of the governor's salary. The State of Michigan shall indemnify
commissioners for costsincurred if the legislature does not appropriate sufficient funds to cover such costs.

(6) The commission shall have legal standing to prosecute an action regarding the adequacy of resources
provided for the operation of the commission, and to defend any action regarding an adopted plan. The
commission shall inform the legislature if the commission determines that funds or other resources provided
for operation of the commission are not adequate. The legislature shall provide adequate funding to allow the
commission to defend any action regarding an adopted plan.

(7) The secretary of state shall issue a call convening the commission by October 15 in the year of the
federal decennia census. Not later than November 1 in the year immediately following the federal decennial
census, the commission shall adopt a redistricting plan under this section for each of the following types of
districts: state senate districts, state house of representative districts, and congressional districts.

(8) Before commissioners draft any plan, the commission shall hold at least ten public hearings throughout
the state for the purpose of informing the public about the redistricting process and the purpose and
responsibilities of the commission and soliciting information from the public about potential plans. The
commission shall receive for consideration written submissions of proposed redistricting plans and any
supporting materials, including underlying data, from any member of the public. These written submissions
are public records.

(9) After developing at least one proposed redistricting plan for each type of district, the commission shall
publish the proposed redistricting plans and any data and supporting materials used to develop the plans. Each
commissioner may only propose one redistricting plan for each type of district. The commission shall hold at
least five public hearings throughout the state for the purpose of soliciting comment from the public about the
proposed plans. Each of the proposed plans shall include such census data as is necessary to accurately
describe the plan and verify the population of each district, and a map and legal description that include the
political subdivisions, such as counties, cities, and townships, man-made features, such as streets, roads,
highways, and railroads; and natural features, such as waterways, which form the boundaries of the districts.

(10) Each commissioner shall perform his or her duties in a manner that is impartial and reinforces public
confidence in the integrity of the redistricting process. The commission shall conduct all of its business at
open meetings. Nine commissioners, including at least one commissioner from each selection pool shall
constitute a quorum, and all meetings shall require a quorum. The commission shall provide advance public
notice of its meetings and hearings. The commission shall conduct its hearings in a manner that invites wide
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public participation throughout the state. The commission shall use technology to provide contemporaneous
public observation and meaningful public participation in the redistricting process during all meetings and
hearings.

(11) The commission, its members, staff, attorneys, and consultants shall not discuss redistricting matters
with members of the public outside of an open meeting of the commission, except that a commissioner may
communicate about redistricting matters with members of the public to gain information relevant to the
performance of his or her duties if such communication occurs (@) in writing or (b) at a previously publicly
noticed forum or town hall open to the general public.

The commission, its members, staff, attorneys, experts, and consultants may not directly or indirectly
solicit or accept any gift or loan of money, goods, services, or cther thing of value greater than $20 for the
benefit of any person or organization, which may influence the manner in which the commissioner, staff,
attorney, expert, or consultant performs his or her duties.

(12) Except as provided in part (14) of this section, a final decision of the commission requires the
concurrence of a majority of the commissioners. A decision on the dismissal or retention of paid staff or
consultants requires the vote of at least one commissioner affiliating with each of the major parties and one
non-affiliating commissioner. All decisions of the commission shall be recorded, and the record of its
decisions shall be readily available to any member of the public without charge.

(13) The commission shall abide by the following criteriain proposing and adopting each plan, in order of
priority:

(a) Digtricts shall be of equal population as mandated by the United States constitution, and shall comply
with the voting rights act and other federal laws.

(b) Districts shall be geographically contiguous. Island areas are considered to be contiguous by land to the
county of which they are a part.

(c) Digtricts shall reflect the state's diverse population and communities of interest. Communities of
interest may include, but shall not be limited to, populations that share cultural or historical characteristics or
economic interests. Communities of interest do not include relationships with political parties, incumbents, or
political candidates.

(d) Districts shall not provide a disproportionate advantage to any political party. A disproportionate
advantage to a political party shall be determined using accepted measures of partisan fairness.

(e) Districts shall not favor or disfavor an incumbent elected official or a candidate.

(f) Districts shall reflect consideration of county, city, and township boundaries.

(g) Digtricts shall be reasonably compact.

(14) The commission shall follow the following procedure in adopting a plan:

(a) Before voting to adopt a plan, the commission shall ensure that the plan is tested, using appropriate
technology, for compliance with the criteria described above.

(b) Before voting to adopt a plan, the commission shall provide public notice