THEHOME RULE CITY ACT
Act 279 of 1909

AN ACT to provide for the incorporation of cities and for revising and amending their charters; to provide
for certain powers and duties; to provide for the levy and collection of taxes by cities, borrowing of money,
and issuance of bonds or other evidences of indebtedness; to validate actions taken, bonds issued, and
obligations heretofore incurred; to prescribe penalties and provide remedies; and to repeal acts and parts of
acts on specific dates.

History: 1909, Act 279, Eff. Sept. 1, 1909;0 Am. 1911, Act 203, Eff. Aug. 1, 1911;0 Am. 1913, Act 5, Imd. Eff. Mar. 11, 19130
Am. 1973, Act 81, Imd. Eff. July 31, 1973;00 Am. 1981, Act 175, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 1981;00 Am. 1986, Act 64, Imd. Eff. Mar. 31, 1986;
O Am. 1998, Act 150, Eff. Mar. 23, 1999.

The People of the Sate of Michigan enact:

117.1 Body corporate.
Sec. 1. Each organized city shall be abody corporate.

History: 1909, Act 279, Eff. Sept. 1, 1909;00 CL 1915, 3304;0 CL 1929, 2228;[] CL 1948, 117.1.

Constitutionality: 1911 PA 203, which amended the title of this act and MCL 117.2, 117.4, 117.5, 117.18, 117.19, 117.20, 117.21,
117.25, and 117.28, and which added MCL 117.37, was held unconstitutional in its entirety in Gallup v Saginaw, 170 Mich 195; 135 NW
1060 (1912). See aso Attorney General v Detroit, 168 Mich 249; 133 NW 1090 (1912); Common Council of Detroit v Engel, 187 Mich
88; 153 NW 537 (1915).

117.1a Short title.
Sec. la. Thisact shall be known and may be cited as "the home rule city act".

History: Add. 1945, Act 15, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945;0 CL 1948, 117.1a;00 Am. 1994, Act 89, Eff. Oct. 1, 1994.

117.1b Emergency financial manager; authority and responsibilities.

Sec. 1b. Notwithstanding any provision of this act, if an emergency financial manager has been appointed
under the local government fiscal responsibility act, Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1988, being sections
141.1101 to 141.1118 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, with respect to a city governed by this act, then that
emergency financial manager may exercise the authority and responsibilities provided in this act to the extent
authorized by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1988.

History: Add. 1988, Act 190, Imd. Eff. June 27, 1988.

117.2 Saving clause.

Sec. 2. Each city now existing shall continue with al its present rights and powers until otherwise provided
by law.

History: 1909, Act 279, Eff. Sept. 1, 1909;00 Am. 1911, Act 203, Eff. Aug. 1, 1911;0 CL 1915, 3305;(] CL 1929, 2229;[1 CL 1948,
117.2.

Compiler'snote: Act 203 of 1911, which amended this section, was held unconstitutional and void. See noteto MCL 117.1.
The 1911 amendment reads as follows:. “ Sec. 2. Each city now existing shall continue with all its present rights and powers except as
herein otherwise provided.”

117.3 Mandatory charter provisions.

Sec. 3. Each city charter shall provide for al of the following:

(a) The election of a mayor, who shall be the chief executive officer of the city, and of a body vested with
legislative power, and for the election or appointment of a clerk, atreasurer, an assessor or board of assessors,
a board of review, and other officers considered necessary. The city charter may provide for the selection of
the mayor by the legidative body. Elections may be by a partisan, nonpartisan, or preferential ballot, or by
any other legal method of voting. Notwithstanding another law or charter provision to the contrary, a city
having a 1970 officia population of more than 150,000, whose charter provides for terms of office of less
than 4 years, and in which the term of office for the mayor and the governing body are of the same length,
may provide by ordinance for aterm of office of up to 4 years for mayor and other elected city officials. The
ordinance shall provide that the ordinance shall take effect 60 days after it is enacted unless within the 60 days
a petition is submitted to the city clerk signed by not less than 10% of the registered electors of the city
requesting that the question of approval of the ordinance be submitted to the electors at the next regular
election or a specia election caled for the purpose of approving or disapproving the ordinance.

(b) The nomination of elective officers by partisan or nonpartisan primary, by petition, or by convention.

(c) The time, manner, and means of holding elections and the registration of electors, subject to section 26
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and other applicable requirements of law.

(d) The qualifications, duties, and compensation of the city's officers. If the city has an appointed chief
administrative officer, the legidative body of the city may enter into an employment contract with the chief
administrative officer extending beyond the terms of the members of the legidative body unless the
employment contract is prohibited by the city charter. An employment contract with a chief administrative
officer shall bein writing and shall specify the compensation to be paid to the chief administrative officer, any
procedure for changing the compensation, any fringe benefits, and other conditions of employment. The
contract shall state if the chief administrative officer serves at the pleasure of the legidative body, and the
contract may provide for severance pay or other benefits in the event the chief administrative officer's
employment isterminated at the pleasure of the legislative body.

(e) The establishment of 1 or more wards, and if the members of the city's legislative body are chosen by
wards, for equal representation for each ward in the legisative body.

(f) That the subjects of taxation for municipal purposes are the same as for state, county, and school
purposes under the general law.

(9) The annual laying and collecting taxes in a sum, except as otherwise provided by law, not to exceed 2%
of the taxable value of the real and personal property in the city. Unless the charter provides for a different tax
rate limitation, the governing body of a city may levy and collect taxes for municipal purposesin asum not to
exceed 1% of the taxable value of the real and personal property in the city. As used in this subdivision,
"taxable value" is that value determined under section 27a of the general property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL
211.27a

(h) An annual appropriation of money for municipal purposes.

(i) Thelevy, collection, and return of state, county, and school taxes in conformance with the general laws
of this state, except that the preparation of the assessment roll, the meeting of the board of review, and the
confirmation of the assessment roll may be at the times provided in the city charter.

(1) The public peace and health and for the safety of persons and property. In providing for the public
peace, health, and safety, a city may expend funds or enter into contracts with a private organization, the
federal or state government, a county, village, or township, or another city for services considered necessary
by the legidlative body. Public peace, health, and safety services may include the operation of child guidance
and community mental health clinics, the prevention, counseling, and treatment of developmental disabilities,
the prevention of drug abuse, and the counseling and treatment of drug abusers.

(k) Adopting, continuing, amending, and repealing the city ordinances and for the publication of each
ordinance before it becomes operative. Whether or not provided in its charter, instead of publishing a true
copy of an ordinance before it becomes operative, the city may publish a summary of the ordinance. If the city
publishes a summary of the ordinance, the city shall include in the publication the designation of alocation in
the city where a true copy of the ordinance can be inspected or obtained. A charter provision to the contrary
notwithstanding, a city may adopt an ordinance punishable by imprisonment for not more than 93 days or a
fine of not more than $500.00, or both, if the violation substantially corresponds to a violation of state law
that is a misdemeanor for which the maximum period of imprisonment is 93 days. Whether or not provided in
its charter, a city may adopt a provision of a state statute for which the maximum period of imprisonment is
93 days or the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 to 257.923. Except as otherwise provided
under the Stille-DeRossett-Hal e single state construction code act, 1972 PA 230, MCL 125.1501 to 125.1531,
a city may adopt alaw, code, or rule that has been promulgated and adopted by an authorized agency of this
state pertaining to fire, fire hazards, fire prevention, or fire waste, and a fire prevention code, plumbing code,
heating code, electrical code, building code, refrigeration machinery code, piping code, boiler code, boiler
operation code, elevator machinery code, an international property maintenance code, or a code pertaining to
flammable liquids and gases or hazardous chemicals, that has been promulgated or adopted by this state, by a
department, board, or other agency of this state, or by an organization or association that is organized and
conducted for the purpose of developing the code, by reference to the law, code, or rule in an adopting
ordinance and without publishing the law, code, or rule in full. The law, code, or rule shall be clearly
identified in the ordinance and its purpose shall be published with the adopting ordinance. Printed copies of
the law, code, or rule shall be kept in the office of the city clerk, available for inspection by, and distribution
to, the public at all times. The publication shall contain a notice stating that a complete copy of the law, code,
or rule is made available to the public at the office of the city clerk in compliance with state law requiring that
records of public bodies be made available to the general public. Except as otherwise provided in this
subdivision, a city shall not enforce a provision adopted by reference for which the maximum period of
imprisonment is greater than 93 days. A city may adopt section 625(1)(c) of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949
PA 300, MCL 257.625, by reference in an adopting ordinance and shall provide that a violation of that
ordinanceis punishable by 1 or more of the following:
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(i) Community service for not more than 360 hours.

(i) Imprisonment for not more than 180 days.

(iii) A fine of not less than $200.00 or more than $700.00.

() That the business of the legislative body shall be conducted at a public meeting held in compliance with
the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275. All records of the municipality shall be made
available to the general public in compliance with the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231
to 15.246.

(m) Keeping in the English language a written or printed journal of each session of the legislative body.

(n) A system of accounts that conformsto a uniform system of accounts as required by law.

History: 1909, Act 279, Eff. Sept. 1, 1909;0 CL 1915, 3006;0 Am. 1929, Act 126, Eff. Aug. 28, 1929;0 CL 1929, 2230;0 Am.
1947, Act 344, Eff. Oct. 11, 1947;00 Am. 1948, 1st Ex. Sess,, Act 44, Eff. Aug. 20, 1948;0] CL 1948, 117.3;00 Am. 1949, Act 43, Eff.
Sept. 23, 1949;00 Am. 1960, Act 14, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1960;00 Am. 1967, Act 43, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967;00 Am. 1973, Act 81, Imd. Eff. July
31, 1973;0 Am. 1977, Act 204, Imd. Eff. Nov. 17, 1977;0 Am. 1978, Act 241, Imd. Eff. June 15, 1978;0 Am. 1979, Act 59, Imd. Eff.
July 18, 1979;01 Am. 1991, Act 182, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1991;00 Am. 1993, Act 207, Imd. Eff. Oct. 19, 1993;0 Am. 1999, Act 256, Imd.
Eff. Dec. 28, 1999;0 Am. 1999, Act 260, Eff. Dec. 29, 1999;00 Am. 2002, Act 201, Imd. Eff. Apr. 29, 2002;0 Am. 2003, Act 303, Eff.
Jan. 1, 2005;00 Am. 2004, Act 541, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2005;0 Am. 2012, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 15, 2012.

117.3a Abolishment of at-large city council; election of members from single-member
election districts; ballot question; approval; determination of city council president;
adoption of apportionment plan by commission; qualifications of candidates; rules and
procedures; amendment of charter.

Sec. 3a. (1) A city that has a population of not less than 750,000 as determined by the most recent federal
decennial census and that has a city council composed of 9 at-large council members shall place a question in
substantially the following form on the ballot at the general primary election held on Tuesday, August 6,
2002:

"Shall the existing 9-member at-large city council be abolished, shall the city be reapportioned into 9

single-member election districts, and shall district residency requirements be imposed on candidates for

the city council?

Yes( )

No ( ).".

(2) The result of the vote shall be canvassed by the local board of canvassers under the Michigan election
law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1 to 168.992.

(3) If the question presented pursuant to subsection (1) is approved, the 9-member at-large city council is
abolished on January 1, 2006 and shall be replaced by a city council of 9 members elected from
single-member election districts at regular municipal elections beginning with the municipal primary election
in 2005. Any charter provision to the contrary notwithstanding, the president of the city council shall be
determined by a majority vote of the city council members elected and serving from single-member election
districts.

(4) Within 30 days after the question presented pursuant to subsection (1) is approved, the city redistricting
commission shall meet as the apportionment commission and adopt an apportionment plan. The city
redistricting commission shall consist of 3 members, 2 of whom are appointed by the mayor and 1 of whomis
appointed by the city council. The city redistricting commission shall thereafter meet within 30 days after the
publication of the latest official figures of the federal decennial census to reapportion the city. To the extent
consistent with this act, the procedural aspects of the apportionment process shall be governed by the same
statutory procedures as those provided for a county charter commission apportionment pursuant to section
5(4), (5), (6), and (7) of 1966 PA 293, MCL 45.505. One of the 2 members appointed by the mayor under this
subsection shall convene the city redistricting commission, sitting as the apportionment commission. As the
apportionment commission, the city redistricting commission shall adopt its own rules of procedure. Two
members shall constitute a quorum and all actions shall be by a majority vote.

(5) The city redistricting commission shall provide for equal representation for each single-member
election district, and each single-member election district shall be as nearly equal in population and compact
as is practicable based on the latest federal decennia census. In developing an apportionment plan, the city
redistricting commission shall follow the lines used for planning sectors and subcommittees as provided by
the city master plan and charter. In subsequent reapportionments, the city redistricting commission
apportionment plan shall make only incremental changes to the single-member election district boundaries
that are necessary to accommodate population change requirements. Each single-member election district
shall be designated by number.
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(6) Each candidate for city council shall be aresident of the single-member election district he or she seeks
to represent. A city council member's office is vacated if the member moves his or her residence outside of
the single-member election district that the member represents.

(7) To comply with and implement this section, the city clerk shall promulgate necessary election rules and
procedures consistent with other provisions of the city charter. The city council may amend the charter to
comply with the intent and findings of this section in the same manner provided by law and charter for the
adoption of an ordinance. However, any charter amendment to comply with the intent and findings of this
section shall take effect immediately upon adoption by the council. The city clerk shall file a copy of any
charter amendment with the secretary of state and the county clerk of the county in which the city is located.
Sections 21 to 25 do not apply to the charter amendment required under this section.

History: Add. 2002, Act 432, Imd. Eff. June 6, 2002.

Compiler's note: 2002 PA 432 (HB 6114), which added MCL 117.3a, does not validly direct placement of the proposition on the
ballot--to change from the current at-large system of electing the city council to a single-member district plan--because it was not passed
by a 2/3 vote in each house of the legislature, as required by Const 1963, art 4, sec 29. Michigan v Wayne Co Clerk, 466 Mich 640, 649
Nw2d 73 (2002).

*xxxx 117.3b SUBSECTION (1) DOESNOT APPLY AFTER DECEMBER 31, 2006: See subsection (2)

*kkk*

117.3b Terms of office; staggered terms; resolution; initial terms; applicability of subsection

(2).

Sec. 3b. (1) Notwithstanding any charter provision, the city may provide by resolution for the terms of
office of its elected officials and for staggered terms.

(2) Theinitial terms established under subsection (1) may be longer than allowed under the charter in order
to facilitate the staggering of terms. This subsection does not apply after December 31, 2006.

(3) Notwithstanding any charter provision, the city may provide by resolution for any election provision
that is consistent with the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1 to 168.992.

History: Add. 2005, Act 64, Imd. Eff. July 7, 2005.

117.4 Conduct of racing event under MCL 257.1701 et seq.; powers and duties.

Sec. 4. A city may permit the conducting of a racing event under the "city motor vehicle racing act of
1981" and shall have the powers and duties provided for in that act.

History: Add. 1981, Act 175, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 1981.

117.4a Borrowing money and issuing bonds; net indebtedness; limitation; computation;
borrowing in case of fire, flood, or other calamity; incurring obligation for construction,
renovation, or modernization of hospital; bonds as obligation of special assessment

district and city; validation of bonds issued and obligations incurred before July 31, 1973.

Sec. 4a. (1) Each city in its charter may provide for the borrowing of money on the credit of the city and
issuing bonds for the borrowing of money, for any purpose within the scope of the powers of the city.

(2) Notwithstanding a charter provision to the contrary, the net indebtedness incurred for al public
purposes must not exceed the greater of the following:

(a) Ten percent of the assessed value of all the real and personal property in the city.

(b) Fifteen percent of the assessed value of all the real and personal property in the city if that portion of
the total amount of indebtedness incurred that exceeds 10% is or has been used solely for the construction or
renovation of hospital facilities.

(3) In case of fire, flood, or other calamity, the legidative body may borrow for the relief of the inhabitants
of the city and for the preservation of municipal property, a sum not to exceed 3/8 of 1% of the assessed value
of all the real and personal property in the city, duein not more than 5 years, even if the loan would cause the
indebtedness of the city to exceed the limit established by this section.

(4) In computing the net indebtedness, al of the following must be excluded:

(a) Bonds issued in anticipation of the payment of special assessments, even though they are also a genera
obligation of the city.

(b) Mortgage bonds that are secured only by a mortgage on the property or franchise of a public utility.

(c) Bonds issued to refund money advanced or paid on special assessments for water main extensions.

(d) Motor vehicle highway fund bonds, even though they are also a general obligation of the city.

(e) Revenue bonds.

(f) Bonds issued or contract or assessment obligations incurred to comply with an order of the water
resources commission or a court of competent jurisdiction.
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(g) Obligations incurred before January 9, 1973 for water supply, sewage, drainage, or refuse disposal, or
resource recovery projects, or incurred after January 8, 1973 for projects necessary to protect the public health
by abating pollution. A certification by the county, district, or state health department is sufficient proof that
the project is necessary to protect the public health by abating pollution.

(h) Bonds issued to acquire housing for which rent subsidies will be received by the city or an agency of
the city under a contract with the United States government and used by the city to operate and maintain the
housing and pay principal and interest on the bonds.

(i) Obligations entered into under an intergovernmental self-insurance contract under section 5 of 1951 PA
35, MCL 124.5, or issued to pay premiums or to establish funds to self-insure for losses under the revised
municipal finance act, 2001 PA 34, MCL 141.2101 to 141.2821.

() Bonds issued or assessments or contract obligations incurred for the construction, improvement, or
replacement of a combined sewer overflow abatement facility. Asused in this subdivision:

(i) "Combined sewer overflow" means a discharge from a combined sewer system that occurs when the
flow capacity of the combined sewer system is exceeded.

(ii) "Combined sewer overflow abatement facility" means any works, instrumentalities, or equipment
necessary or appropriate to abate combined sewer overflows.

(iii) "Combined sewer system" means a sewer designed and used to convey both storm water runoff and
sanitary sewage, and that contains lawfully installed regulators and control devices that allow for delivery of
sanitary flow to treatment during dry weather periods and divert storm water and sanitary sewage to surface
waters during storm flow periods.

(iv) "Construction” means any action taken in the designing or building of a combined sewer overflow
abatement facility. Thisterm includes, but is not limited to, all of the following:

(A) Engineering services.

(B) Legal services.

(C) Financial services.

(D) Design of plans and specifications.

(E) Acquisition of land or structural components, or both.

(F) Building, erection, alteration, remodeling, or extension of a combined sewer overflow abatement
facility.

(G) City supervision of the project activities described in sub-subparagraphs (A) to (F).

(V) "Improvement" means any action taken to expand, rehabilitate, or restore a combined sewer overflow
abatement facility.

(vi) "Replacement” means any action taken to obtain and install equipment, accessories, or appurtenances
during the useful life of a combined sewer overflow abatement facility necessary to maintain the capacity and
performance for which the equipment, accessories, or appurtenances are designed and constructed.

(5) The resources of the sinking fund pledged for the retirement of any outstanding bonds must also be
deducted from the amount of the indebtedness.

(6) An obligation for the construction, renovation, or modernization of a hospital under subsection (2)(b)
must not be incurred after July 1, 1978 unless the construction, renovation, or modernization has been
approved in accordance with any applicable act or unless the obligation isto refinance a previous obligation.

(7) Each city may providein its charter for the borrowing of money and issuing bonds for the borrowing of
money in anticipation of the payment of special assessments, which bonds may be an obligation of the special
assessment district or may be both an obligation of the special assessment district and a general obligation of
the city.

(8) Bonds issued and obligations incurred before July 31, 1973 are validated.

(9) In computing the net indebtedness for the purposes of subsection (2), there may be added to the
assessed value of real and personal property in a city for afiscal year an amount equal to the assessed value
equivalent of certain city revenues as determined under this subsection. The assessed value equivalent must
be calculated by dividing the sum of the following amounts by the city's millage rate for the fiscal year:

(a) The amount paid or the estimated amount required to be paid by the state to the city during the city's
fiscal year for the city's use under the Glenn Steil state revenue sharing act of 1971, 1971 PA 140, MCL
141.901 to 141.921, and the amount of any eligible reimbursement to the city under the local community
stabilization authority act, 2014 PA 86, MCL 123.1341 to 123.1362, except any amount distributed under
section 17(4)(c) of the local community stabilization authority act, 2014 PA 86, MCL 123.1357, in excess of
the city's qualified loss. The department of treasury shall certify these amounts upon request. As used in this
subdivision, "qualified loss' means that term as defined in section 5 of the local community stabilization
authority act, 2014 PA 86, MCL 123.1345.

(b) The amount levied by the city for its own use during the city's fiscal year from the specific tax levied
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under 1974 PA 198, MCL 207.551 to 207.572.

(c) The amount levied by the city for its own use during the city's fiscal year from the specific tax levied
under the commercial redevelopment act, 1978 PA 255, MCL 207.651 to 207.668.

History: Add. 1921, Act 353, Eff. Aug. 18, 1921;00 Am. 1927, Act 351, Eff. Sept. 5, 1927;0 Am. 1929, Act 126, Eff. Aug. 28, 1929;
0 CL 1929, 2231;00 Am. 1932, 1st Ex. Sess., Act 14, Imd. Eff. Apr. 29, 1932;0] CL 1948, 117.4a;0 Am. 1972, Act 374, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9,
1973;0 Am. 1973, Act 81, Imd. Eff. July 31, 1973;0 Am. 1977, Act 263, Imd. Eff. Dec. 8, 1977,0 Am. 1978, Act 634, Imd. EFf. Jan. 8,
1979;00 Am. 1988, Act 268, Imd. Eff. July 15, 1988;01 Am. 1992, Act 256, Imd. Eff. Dec. 7, 1992;(1 Am. 1994, Act 324, Imd. Eff. Oct.
12, 1994;01 Am. 2002, Act 201, Imd. Eff. Apr. 29, 2002;0] Am. 2018, Act 89, Eff. June 24, 2018.

117.4b Refunds; bonds; sewers; waterworks; lighting; permissible charter provisions.

Sec. 4-b. Each city may inits charter provide:

(1) For refunding money advanced or paid on special assessments imposed, for water main extensions; for
borrowing money through its legidative body on the faith and credit of the city, to provide for such refunding
from time to time as buildings shall be connected with such water main extensions; and for the issuance of
bonds therefor due in not more than 30 years in an amount and at the rate of interest limited by the charter of
such city;

(2) For the installation and connection of sewers and waterworks on and to property within the city; for
assessing the cost thereof to the several properties and making the same a lien thereon; and for the borrowing
of money and issuing bondsin anticipation of the collection of such special assessments;

(3) For the installation and connection of conduits for the service of municipally owned and operated
electric lighting plants; and for the borrowing of money and issuing the bonds of the city therefor, for the
purpose of providing thefirst cost of such installation and connection.

History: Add. 1927, Act 209, Imd. Eff. May 20, 1927;,0 Am. 1929, Act 126, Eff. Aug. 28, 1929;00 CL 1929, 2232;] CL 1948,
117.4b.

117.4c Permissible charter provisions.

Sec. 4-c. Each city which is authorized to acquire, own, purchase, construct or operate any public utility,
may provide in its charter for the issuance of mortgage bonds therefor beyond the general limit of the bonded
indebtedness prescribed by law, provided that such mortgage bonds issued beyond the general limit of bonded
indebtedness prescribed by law shall not impose any liability upon such city but shall be secured only upon
the property and revenues of such public utility, including afranchise, stating the terms upon which, in case of
foreclosure, the purchaser may operate the same, which franchise shall in no case extend for a longer period
than 20 years from the date of the sale of such utility and franchise on foreclosure. Such mortgage bonds shall
be sold to yield not to exceed 6 per centum per annum. The charter shall also provide for the creation of a
sinking fund in the event of the issuance of such bonds, by setting aside such percentage of the gross or net
earnings of the public utility as may be deemed sufficient for the payment of the mortgage bonds at maturity.

History: Add. 1927, Act 287, Imd. Eff. May 31, 1927;0 Am. 1929, Act 126, Eff. Aug. 28, 1929;00 CL 1929, 2233;0] CL 1948,
117.4c.

117.4d Permissible charter provisions; assessing costs of public improvement and
boulevard lighting system; definitions.

Sec. 4d. (1) Each city may inits charter provide:

(a) For assessing and reassessing the costs, or a portion of the costs, of a public improvement to a specia
district.

(b) For assessing the cost, or a portion of the costs, of installing a boulevard lighting system on a street
upon the lands abutting the street. A city shall not establish a special assessment district for a boulevard
lighting system if the district includes the entire city, unless the special assessments against the real property
within the district are levied on other than an ad valorem basis.

(2) Asused in this section:

(a) "Boulevard lighting system" means any design or method of providing light to a street.

(b) "Cost" includes necessary condemnation cost and necessary expenses incurred for engineering,
financial, legal, or administrative services; operation and maintenance of a boulevard lighting system, whether
that service is provided directly by the city or is provided by an investor-owned utility; and other services of a
similar kind involved in the making and financing of the improvement and in the levying and collecting of the
specia assessments for the improvement. If the service is rendered by city employees, the city may include
the fair and reasonable cost of rendering the service. The inclusion of a cost specified in this subdivision as
part of the cost of an improvement for which special assessments have been levied before the effective date of
the 1987 amendatory act amending this section is validated.
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(c) "Street" means a public avenue, street, highway, road, path, boulevard, or aley or other access used for
travel by the public.

History: Add. 1929, Act 126, Eff. Aug. 28, 1929;0 CL 1929, 2234;[1 CL 1948, 117.4d;[0 Am. 1961, Act 124, Eff. Sept. 8, 1961;]
Am. 1964, Act 27, Imd. Eff. Apr. 29, 1964;00 Am. 1988, Act 201, Imd. Eff. June 29, 1988.

117.4e Public property; condemnation of private property; permissible charter provisions.

Sec. 4e. Each city may inits charter provide:

(1) For the acquisition by purchase, gift, condemnation, lease, construction or otherwise, either within or
without its corporate limits and either within or without the corporate limits of the county in which it is
located, of the following improvements including the necessary lands therefor, viz.: City hall, police stations,
fire stations, boulevards, streets, aleys, public parks, recreation grounds, municipal camps, public grounds,
zoological gardens, museums, libraries, airports, cemeteries, public wharves and landings upon navigable
waters, levees and embankments, watch-houses, city prisons and work houses, pena farms, institutions,
hospitals, quarantine grounds, electric light and power plants and systems, gas plants and systems,
waterworks plants and systems, sewage disposal plants and systems, market houses and market places, office
buildings for city officers and employees, public works, and public buildings of all kinds; and for the costs
and expenses thereof;

(2) For the acquisition by purchase, gift, condemnation, lease or otherwise of private property, either
within or without its corporate limits and either within or without the corporate limits of the county in which it
islocated, for any public use or purpose within the scope of its powers, whether herein specifically mentioned
or not. If condemnation proceedings are resorted to for the acquisition of private property outside the
corporate limits of such city, such condemnation proceedings may be brought under the provisions of Act No.
149 of the Public Acts of 1911, as amended or as may be amended, entitled "An act to provide for the
condemnation by state agencies and public corporations of private property for the use or benefit of the public
and to define the terms 'public corporations, 'state agencies and 'private property' as used herein,” being
sections 353 to 373 inclusive of the Compiled Laws of 1915, or such other appropriate provisions therefor as
exist or shall be made by law;

(3) For the maintenance, development, operation, of its property and upon the discontinuance thereof to
lease, sell or dispose of the same subject to any restrictions placed thereupon by law: Provided, That on the
sale of any capital asset of amunicipally owned utility the money received shall be used in procuring a similar
capital asset, or placed in the sinking fund to retire bonds issued for said utility.

History: Add. 1929, Act 126, Eff. Aug. 28, 1929;0 CL 1929, 2235;11 CL 1948, 117.4e;0 Am. 1949, Act 207, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.
Compiler'snote: For provisions of Act 149 of 1911, referred to in subdivision (2), see MCL 213.21 et seq.

117.4f Permissible city charter provisions.

Sec. 4f. Each city may in its charter provide for any of the following:

() For the purchase or condemnation of franchises, if any exist, and of the property used in the operation
of companies or individuals engaged in the road, cemetery, hospital, amshouse, electric light, gas, heat,
water, and power business, and in cities having more than 25,000 inhabitants, for the purchase of the
franchise, if any exist, and the property of street railway and tram railway companies. A city may in its charter
allow for a contract, upon the terms, including terms of present or deferred payment, and upon the conditions
and in the manner as the city considers proper, to purchase, operate, and maintain any existing public utility
property for supplying water, heat, light, power, or transportation to the city and the city's inhabitants. The
contract does not bind the city unless the proposition for the contract receives the affirmative vote of 3/5 of
the electors voting at a regular or special election. For the purchase of a transportation utility, the charter
amendment and the contract to purchase may provide for a sinking fund, into which must be paid, from the
earnings of the utility, sums sufficient to purchase the utility and perform the obligations of the contract.
Within a reasonable time after the acquisition of a public transportation utility, a system of civil service for
the selection and retention of its employees must be established. If a vote is taken to amend a city charter to
allow an acquisition under this subdivision, a vote may also be taken at the same election to approve a
particular contract. The vote upon the charter amendment and upon the purchase contract must be by separate
ballots. If atransportation utility is acquired under this subdivision, state taxes and local taxes on any portion
of the property lying outside of the city limits must be paid as if privately owned. The powers under this
subdivision are in addition to any other powers provided for under this section.

(b) For owning, constructing, and operating transportation facilities within the city limits, and its adjacent
and adjoining suburbs within a distance of 10 miles from any portion of the city limits.

(c) For the purchase and condemnation of private property for any public use or purpose within the scope
of its powers; for the acquirement, ownership, establishment, construction, and operation, either within or
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outside its corporate limits, of public utilities for supplying water, light, heat, power, and transportation to the
city and the city's inhabitants, for domestic, commercial, and municipal purposes; for the sale of heat, power,
and light outside its corporate limits in an amount as determined by the governing body of the utility
supplying the heat, power, or light except that electric delivery service is limited to the area of any village or
township that was contiguous to the city as of June 20, 1974, and to the area of any other village or township
being served as of June 20, 1974 and retail sales of electric generation service are limited to the area of any
city, village, or township that was contiguous to the city, village, or township as of June 20, 1974, and to the
area of any other city, village, or township being served as of June 20, 1974; for the sale and delivery of water
outside of its corporate limits in the amount as may be determined by the legidative body of the city; and for
the operation of transportation lines outside the city and within 10 miles from its corporate limits. A city shall
not render electric delivery service for heat, power, or light outside its corporate limits to a customer that is
currently receiving or within the previous 3 years has received that service from another utility unless that
utility consents in writing. The acquirement of a utility together with all properties, franchises, and rights
necessary for its establishment, ownership, construction, operation, improvement, extension, and
maintenance, whether the properties, franchises, and rights are situated within or outside the corporate limits
of the city, may be either by purchase or condemnation. If the acquirement is by condemnation, 1911 PA 149,
MCL 213.21 to 213.25, may be used for instituting and prosecuting the condemnation proceedings. A public
utility is not acquired unless the proposition to do so first receives the affirmative vote of 3/5 of the electors of
the city voting at aregular or special municipal election. As used in this subdivision:

(i) "Customer" means only the building or facilities served rather than the individual, association,
partnership, corporation, governmental body, or any other entity taking service.

(ii) "Electric delivery service" has the same meaning as "delivery service" under section 10y of 1939 PA 3,
MCL 460.10y.

(iii) "Electric generation service" means the sale of electric power and related ancillary services.

(d) For the acquiring, establishment, operation, extension, and maintenance of sewage disposal systems,
sewers, and plants, either within or outside the corporate limits of the city, as a utility, including the right to
acquire necessary property by purchase, gift, or condemnation, and including the fixing and collecting of
charges exclusively for service covering the cost of the service. This subdivision allows a return on the fair
value of the property devoted to the service, excluding the valuations of the portions of the system that were
paid for by special assessment, which may be made as a lien upon the property served and if not paid when
due, collected in the same manner as other city taxes.

History: Add. 1927, Act 367, Eff. Sept. 5, 1927;,0 Am. 1929, Act 126, Eff. Aug. 28, 1929;01 CL 1929, 2236;0 CL 1948, 117.4f;0
Am. 1955, Act 26, Eff. Oct. 14, 1955;0] Am. 1965, Act 116, Imd. Eff. July 2, 1965;01 Am. 1974, Act 18, Imd. Eff. Feb. 15, 1974;0 Am.
1975, Act 296, Imd. Eff. Dec. 11, 1975;00 Am. 2000, Act 156, Imd. Eff. June 14, 2000;00 Am. 2018, Act 517, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2018.

117.4g Rapid transit system; permissible charter provisions.

Sec. 4-g. Each city may in its charter provide:

(1) For the acquisition by construction, condemnation or purchase and for the ownership, equipment,
possession, leasing, operation and maintenance of a rapid transit system consisting of a tunnel, subway,
surface or elevated system or any combination and qualification of these, in and through said city, and for a
distance of not more than 10 miles beyond its limits, for the purpose of furnishing transportation facilities to
the municipality and to the people thereof; for the preparation and publication of plans for such construction,
equipment and maintenance in 