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THE APPARENT PROBLEM: 
At present , each b r a n c h of s tate gove rnmen t has 
jurisdiction over the restoration and preservation of the 
state Capitol building insofar as it affects that particular 
branch: members of the Senate preside over renovation 
of Senate rooms; members of the House preside over 
renovation of House rooms, and so forth. It is felt that the 
work involved — renovation of the Capitol bui lding, and 
the management, operation, development, construction, 
renovation, maintenance and repair of the Capitol building 
and grounds — would be better accomplished if the three 
branches of government were to work in concert, and that 
a legislative committee is needed to oversee this action. 

THE CONTENT OF THE BILL: 
The bill would amend the Legislative Council Act to provide 
for the creation of the Michigan Capitol Committee. The 
committee would consist of four members f rom the Senate 
(with one member being from the minority party), to be 
appointed by the majority leader of the Senate; three 
members from the House (one member from the minority 
party), to be appointed by the speaker of the House; and 
four members f rom the executive branch of government, 
to be appointed by the governor. Each appointed member 
would serve at the pleasure of his or her appointing official 
and w o u l d serve f o r a t e r m of t w o y e a r s , unless 
reappointed. Vacancies would be fi l led in the same 
manner as the original appointment, and all terms would 
expire at the end of the legislative biennium. Business 
conducted by the committee, and public notice of the t ime, 
da te , and p lace of the mee t ing w o u l d be he ld in 
compliance with the Open Meetings Act and the Freedom 
of Informat ion Act , and concurr ing major i t ies of the 
members would be necessary for action to be taken by the 
committee. 

The committee would develop and recommend written 
procedures for its operation, and would advise and make 
recommendations to the governor, the Senate majority 
leader, and the speaker of the House of Representatives 
regarding the implementation of all permanent physical 
changes to be made on or on the Capitol building and 
grounds, the implementation of a State Capitol Building 
Master Plan, the selection, design, and placement of 
statues, memorials, trees, and plants on the grounds of 
'he Capitol bui lding, and public and p r ivate financial 
support for the restoration and preservation of the Capitol 
building and the management, operat ion, development, 
construction, renovation, maintenance and repair of the 
Capitol building and grounds. The committee would have 
the power to contract with the Department of Management 
and Budget, or any other public or private entity, and to 
appoint advisory committees. The committee would not 
nave the authority to exercise control over the internal 
decisions of the Senate or the House of Representatives 
regarding the allocation of space in the capitol building 
and grounds, including legislative or staff offices. Decisions 

regarding such space would be made according to the 
rules or practices of the respective bodies. Current labor 
and t rades and safety and regulatory classi f icat ions 
per fo rming duties on the cap i to l premises wou ld be 
maintained. The bill is t ie-barred to House Bill 4763, which 
would remove the Capitol building from the operational 
jurisdiction of the Department of Management and Budget. 
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FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 
The House Fiscal A g e n c y repor ts t ha t f unds f o r the 
committee would come from the Senate, the House of 
Representatives, and the executive branch and would be 
appropriated annually to carry out the intent of the act. 

ARGUMENTS: 
For: 
If the Capitol building is to be renovated to restore it to its 
original condition, it makes more sense to have the three 
branches of government work together on this effort, since 
all wil l have to live in the building. 
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