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S.B. 963 (S-1):  COMMITTEE SUMMARY DEER HUNTING: AGE REQUIREMENT

Senate Bill 963 (Substitute S-1)
Sponsor:  Senator Joel D. Gougeon
Committee:  Hunting, Fishing, and Forestry

Date Completed:  3-16-98

CONTENT

The bill would amend the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act to permit the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to issue to a child at least 12 years old a license to
hunt deer with a firearm.  Currently, the DNR may issue a hunting license to a child who is at least
14 upon payment of a license fee and upon application by a parent or legal guardian, if the minor,
when hunting on lands upon which the minor’s parents are not regularly domiciled, will be
accompanied by a parent, legal guardian, or an authorized person who is at least 17.  Under the bill,
the DNR could issue a hunting license to a minor child either if the child were hunting on land not
regularly domiciled by a parent or guardian, or if the license were a license to hunt deer with a
firearm and the child were at least 12 years old.  The bill also would delete deer from the provision
that prohibits a firearm license to hunt deer, bear, or elk with a firearm from being issued to a person
who is under 14.  The bill would retain a provision that a license to hunt may not be issued to a
person who is under 12 years old.

In addition, a parent or legal guardian of a minor currently may not permit the minor to hunt under
the authority of a license on land upon which the parent or guardian is not  regularly domiciled
without being accompanied by a parent, guardian, or authorized person who is at least 17 years of
age.  Under the bill, a parent or legal guardian of a minor could not permit the minor to hunt under
the authority of a license without being accompanied by a parent, legal guardian, or authorized
person who was at least 17 years either if the minor were hunting on land not regularly domiciled by
a parent or guardian, or if the license were a license to hunt deer with a firearm and the child were
at least 12 years old.

MCL 324.43517 & 324.43520 Legislative Analyst:  L. Arasim

FISCAL IMPACT

The bill would generate an indeterminate increase in revenues to the Game and Fish Protection
Fund, depending upon the number of 12- and 13-year-olds who purchased a deer hunting license.

Fiscal Analyst:  G. Cutler


