HOUSE BILL No. 6159

September 22, 1998, Introduced by Reps. DeVuyst, Cropsey, V oorhees, Jansen and

Middaugh and

A bil
"Natural r

referred to the Committee on Forestry and Mineral Rights.

| to anend 1994 PA 451, entitl ed

esources and environnmental protection act,"

(MCL 324.101 to 324.90106) by adding part 618; and to repeal acts

and parts

SEC.
(A
QUALI TY.
(B)
(O

of acts.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
PART 618 HYDROCARBON PCLI CY
61801. AS USED IN TH S PART:

" DEPARTMENT" MEANS THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL

"Dl RECTOR" MEANS THE DI RECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT.
" OVBUDSMAN' MEANS THE HYDROCARBON OVBUDSMAN PROVI DED FOR

I N SECTI ON 61802.

SEC.
CREATED W
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61802. (1) THE OFFI CE OF THE HYDROCARBON OVBUDSMAN | S
THI N THE DEPARTMENT.
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(2) THE PRI NCI PAL EXECUTI VE OFFI CER OF THE OFFI CE OF THE
HYDROCARBON OVBUDSMAN | S THE HYDROCARBON OVBUDSMAN.

(3) THE OVBUDSMAN SHALL BE APPOI NTED BY THE DI RECTOR. THE
OVBUDSMAN SHALL BE TRAI NED OR KNOW.EDGEABLE I N O L AND GAS
DRI LLI NG AND EXTRACTI ON, SHALL BE FAM LI AR W TH THE ENVI RONVENTAL
DECI S| ON- MAKI NG PROCESSES OF STATE AGENCI ES, AND SHALL HAVE
EXPERI ENCE | N LI Al SON W TH LOCAL UNI TS OF GOVERNMENT AND THE
PUBLI C REGARDI NG O L AND GAS NMATTERS.

SEC. 61803. THE OVBUDSMAN SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) SERVE AS A FACI LI TATOR BETWEEN THE STATE AND LOCAL UNI TS
OF GOVERNVENT REGARDI NG O L AND GAS DEVELOPMENT.

(B) PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON TO LOCAL UNI TS OF GOVERNMENT RELATED
TO O L AND GAS DEVELOPMENT | NCLUDI NG ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG:

(i) SAFETY REQUI REMENTS AND EMERGENCY REPORTI NG PROCEDURES.

(ii) OL AND GAS EXPLORATI ON.

(iii) DRILLING

(iv) PERM TTI NG

(v) HYDROGEN SULFI DE MANAGEMENT.

(vi) SURVEI LLANCE.

(vii) ENFORCEMENT.

(viii) LEASES.

(ix) POOLI NG

(X) DEPARTMENT RULES, ORDERS, AND STANDARDS.

(C) ESTABLI SH A NOTI FI CATI ON PROCESS WHEREBY THE SUPERVI SOR
OF WELLS NOTI FI ES LOCAL UNI TS OF GOVERNMENT OF DRI LLI NG PERM TS.
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(D) ORGANI ZE AN ANNUAL HYDROCARBON POLI CY CONFERENCE
SPONSORED BY THE DEPARTMENT AND THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES FOR LOCAL UNI TS OF GOVERNMENT AND CONCERNED Cl Tl ZENS.

(E) ESTABLI SH A PARTNERSHI P W TH THE O L AND GAS | NDUSTRY
DEPARTMENT AT WESTERN M CHI GAN UNI VERSI TY.

(F) PREPARE AND SUBM T TO THE LEG SLATURE AN ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE PREVI OUS YEAR THAT | NCLUDES, AT A MN MUM ALL OF THE
FOLLON NG

(i) A GENERAL OVERVI EW OF THE STATUS OF HYDROCARBON DEVELOP-
MENT ACTI VI TY.

(ii) THE NUMBER OF PERM TS | SSUED AND WELLS DRI LLED.

(iii) THE OCCURRENCE OF ACC| DENTS.

(iv) THE NUMBER OF VI OLATI ONS | DENTI FI ED | N ENFORCEMENT
ACTI ONS AND A DESCRI PTI ON OF THE NATURE OF THE VI OLATI ONS.

SEC. 61804. ALL AGENCI ES OF STATE GOVERNMENT SHALL COOPER-
ATE FULLY W TH THE OVBUDSMAN AND SHALL ASSI ST THE OVBUDSMAN | N
THE PERFORMANCE OF HI'S OR HER DUTI ES AND RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES UNDER
TH S PART.

SEC. 61805. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH PROCEDURES FOR
APPROVI NG THE BUDGET OF THE OFFI CE, FOR EXPENDI NG FUNDS, AND FOR
THE EMPLOYMENT OF ANY PERSONNEL OF THE OVBUDSMAN.

SEC. 61806. THI'S PART |'S REPEALED UPON THE EXP| RATI ON OF 4
YEARS AFTER | TS EFFECTI VE DATE.
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