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HOUSE BILL No. 4171

February 9, 1999, Introduced by Reps. Bogardus, Minore, DeHart, Spade, Brater,
Schauer, Quarles, Hale, Basham and Thomas and referred to the Committee on Energy and
Technology.

A bill to regulate internet service providers and certain
internet users; to provide certain rights of privacy associ at ed
with the use of the internet; and to provide renedi es and pre-
scri be penalties.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the
"internet privacy act".

Sec. 2. As used in this act:

(a) "Internet” nmeans a worl dw de interconnection of individ-
ual conputers and conputer networks and the facilities and equi p-
ment used to access those interconnected conputers and conputer
net wor ks.

(b) "Internet service provider"” nmeans a person who is in the

busi ness of providing custoners with access to the internet.
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(c) "Person" means an individual, partnership, corporation,
associ ation, governnental entity, or other |legal entity.

(d) "Personal nonpublic information" neans personal inforna-
tion about an individual including, but not limted to, an
i ndividual's social security nunber, hone address, business
address, electronic mail address, tel ephone nunber, or nedical
information, that the individual has not authorized in witing to
be di scl osed.

Sec. 3. An internet service provider shall not keep records
in any formor format of custonmers' browsing patterns or sell or
distribute that information unless the internet service provider
notifies the custoner in advance of its intention to do so. This
notification shall allow a person to respond to the internet
service provider that the person does not want the internet serv-
ice provider to keep records of the person's browsing patterns.
|f a person notifies an internet service provider that the person
does not want the internet service provider to keep records of
the person's browsing patterns, the internet service provider
shal | not keep such records.

Sec. 4. An internet service provider shall not divulge a
person's electronic mail nessages without the person's witten
aut hori zation to do so.

Sec. 5. A person who violates this act, other than section
6, is guilty of a m sdeneanor punishable by inprisonnment for not

nore than 90 days or a fine of not nore than $100.00, or both.
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A person who does either of the following is guilty

of a felony punishable by inprisonnent for not nore than 2 years
or a fine of not nore than $5,000.00, or both:

(a) Pl aces personal nonpublic information regarding an indi-

vidual on the internet with the intent to cause an i ndi vi dual

physi cal

or financial harm

(b) Distributes or uses personal nonpublic information

regardi ng an individual obtained fromthe internet wwth the

intent to cause an individual physical or financial harm

Sec.

7.

A person who suffers injuries as a result of a vio-

lation of this act may file a civil action against a person who

violates this act to recover damages for their injuries.
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