SENATE BILL No. 942

SENATE BILL No. 942

January 26, 2000, Introduced by Senators HOFFMAN, MC COTTER and Y OUNG and
referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

Abill to anend 1953 PA 232, entitled

"An act to revise, consolidate, and codify the laws relating to
probati oners and probation officers, to pardons, reprieves, com
mut ati ons, and paroles, to the adm nistration of correctional
institutions, correctional farns, and probation recovery canps,
to prisoner |abor and correctional industries, and to the super-
vi sion and inspection of local jails and houses of correction; to
provide for the siting of correctional facilities; to create a
state departnent of corrections, and to prescribe its powers and
duties; to provide for the transfer to and vesting in said
departnment of powers and duties vested by law in certain other
state boards, comm ssions, and officers, and to abolish certain
boards, comm ssions, and offices the powers and duties of which
are transferred by this act; to allow for the operation of cer-
tain facilities by private entities; to prescribe the powers and
duties of certain other state departnents and agencies; to pro-
vide for the creation of a |ocal |ockup advisory board;, to pre-
scribe penalties for the violation of the provisions of this act;
to make certain appropriations; to repeal certain parts of this
act on specific dates; and to repeal all acts and parts of acts

i nconsi stent with the provisions of this act,"”

(MCL 791.202 to 791.283) by adding section 69b.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
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SEC. 69B. (1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH REASONABLE
PCLI CI ES REGARDI NG NEWS MEDI A VI SITS TO DEPARTMENT FACI LI Tl ES.

(2) A PRISONER WHO IS NOT I N ADM NI STRATI VE SEGREGATI ON
SHALL BE ALLOWNED UNCENSORED CORRESPONDENCE W TH, AND TELEPHONE
ACCESS TO, NEWS MEDI A REPRESENTATI VES, SUBJECT TO REASONABLE REG
ULATI ON AS TO TI ME AND FREQUENCY. A PRI SONER I N ADM NI STRATI VE
SEGREGATI ON STATUS SHALL BE ALLOWED TO SEND SEALED CORRESPONDENCE
TO NEWS MEDI A REPRESENTATI VES.

(3) A PRISONER WHO IS NOT I N ADM NI STRATI VE SEGREGATI ON NMAY
SUBM T UNCENSCRED MANUSCRI PTS TO PUBLI SHERS AND MAY SERVE AS A
LI TERARY REVI EWVER FOR NEWSPAPERS OR OTHER PUBLI CATI ONS.

(4) PRI SONERS PERM TTED QOUTSI DE AN | NSTI TUTI ON FOR REHABI LI -
TATI VE OR PUBLI C SERVI CE PURPCSES MAY PARTI Cl PATE | N NEWS | NTER-
VI EW6 WHEN APPROACHED BY NEWS MEDI A REPRESENTATI VES.

(5) A PRISONER SHALL NOT BE | NTERVI EVED, FI LMED, OR PHOTO
GRAPHED BY THE NEWS MEDI A | N A DEPARTMENT | NSTI TUTI ON OR CORREC-
TIONAL FACI LITY WTHOUT THE PRI SONER' S PRI OR WRI TTEN CONSENT.

THE CONSENT OF BOTH THE DEPARTMENT AND THE PRI SONER SHALL BE
REQUI RED BEFORE GRANTI NG A PERSONAL | NTERVI EW  THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL GRANT REQUESTS IN A TI MELY MANNER FOR PERSONAL | NTERVI EW5
OF A PRISONER | F THE NUMBER AND DURATI ON OF THE | NTERVI EW6 ARE
REASONABLE.  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL TAKE APPROPRI ATE STEPS I N EVAL-
UATI NG | NTERVI EW REQUESTS TO ENSURE THAT THE PRI SONER | S NOT
COERCED | NTO CONSENTI NG TO AN | NTERVI EW

(6) THE WARDEN OF A CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TY MAY TEMPORARI LY
SUSPEND ALL ACCESS BY PRI SONERS TO THE NEWS MEDI A DURI NG
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1 EMERGENCI ES OR DI SORDERS | N THAT CORRECTI ONAL FACI LITY. THE
2 SUSPENSI ON SHALL END WHEN THE EMERGENCY OR DI SOCRDER | S CONCLUDED.
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