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A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILL 4407 ASINTRODUCED 3-6-01

The bill would amend the Revised School Code to require that kindergarten through third
grade (K-3) average class size be reduced to not morethan 17 students per class (with not more than
19 studentsin any particular class). The policy would be phased-in over five years, beginning inthe
2001-2002 school year and continuing through 2005-2006.

Under the hill, the policy to reduce class size in the early elementary grades would be
implemented first in school s having the highest number of low-income students. Specifically, during
the first year, class size would be reduced in any school building where at least 50 percent of the
studentsenrolled were eligiblefor freelunch. Inthe second year, class sizewould bereducedinany
school building where 35 percent of the studentswere eligiblefor freelunch. Inthethird and fourth
years, class size would be reduced where, respectively, 20 percent and 10 percent of the students
were eligible for free lunch. In the fifth year and for each school year thereafter, the average K-3
class size would be reduced in all schools.

House Bill 4407 would requirethat the K-3 average class size policy be adopted by the board
of every school district, local act school district, or public school academy that operates some or all
of grades K-3. Under the bill, "free lunch eligibility" would be determined under the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act, reported to the Department of Education not later than October
31 and adjusted not later than December 31 of the immediately preceding school year.
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EThisanalysiswas prepared by nonpartisan House staff for use by House membersin their deliberations, and does not congtitute an official statement of
legislative intent.
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