HOUSE BILL No. 5166

October 9, 2001, Introduced by Reps. Vander Veen, Voorhees, Ehardt, Bradstreet, Kooiman, Birkholz,
Hager, Kuipers, Pappageorge, Hummel and Jansen and referred to the Committee on Civil Law and the
Judiciary.

A bill to anmend 1846 RS 84, entitled
"Of divorce,"
(MCL 552.1 to 552.45) by adding sections 5 and 5a.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

SEC. 5. (1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED I N SUBSECTI ON (5), THE PAR-
TIES TO A DI VORCE SHALL COWPLETE, EI THER TOGETHER OR SEPARATELY,
A DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM AS PROVI DED IN THI S SECTI ON BEFORE
ENTRY OF THE JUDGVENT OF DI VORCE. THI' S SUBSECTI ON APPLI ES ONLY
IF 1 OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG ARE TRUE:

(A) THE PARTIES ARE A M NOR CHI LD S PARENTS.

(B) EITHER PARTY IS A MNOR CH LD S PHYSI CAL CUSTCODI AN AT
THE TIME OF FI LI NG THE COVPLAI NT FOR DI VORCE.
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ENTRY OF THE JUDGVENT OF DI VORCE, THE COURT SHALL NOT ENTER THE
JUDGVENT UNTI L THE PARTI ES COVMPLY W TH THI' S SECTI ON.

(2) PARTIES TO WHOM SUBSECTI ON (1) APPLIES SHALL COMPLETE A
DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM COVERI NG AT LEAST ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG
SUBJECTS RELATED TO | SSUES ABOUT THE FOLLOW NG:

(A) A CH LD I NVOLVED | N THE ACTI ON:

(i) DEVELOPMENTAL STAGES.

(ii) RESPONSES TO DI VORCE.

(iii) SYMPTOMS OF MALADJUSTMENT TO DI VORCE AND RESPONSES TO
MALADJ USTVENT.

(iv) EDUCATI ON OR COUNSELI NG OPTI ONS FOR THE CHI LD.

(B) PARTIES TO THE ACTI ON:

(i) COMMUNI CATI ON SKI LLS.

(ii) CONFLICT RESOLUTI ON SKI LLS.

(iii) EMOTI ONAL ADJUSTMENT, FAM LY ADJUSTMENT, FI NANCI AL
ADJUSTMENT, AND WORK ADJUSTMENT TECHNI QUES.

(iv) STRESS REDUCTI ON.

(v) PARALLEL AND COOPERATI VE PARENTI NG TECHNI QUES.

(vi) RECONCI LI ATI ON AND COUNSELI NG OPTI ONS, AND REMARRI AGE
| SSUES.

(vii) SUBSTANCE ABUSE | NFORMATI ON AND REFERRAL.

(C) COURT PROCEDURE AND PROCESS AS DESCRI BED | N | NFORVATI ON
AVAI LABLE FROM THE RELEVANT OFFI CE OF THE FRI END OF THE COURT.

(3) THE PROVI DER OF A DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM SHALL | SSUE A
CERTI FI CATE TO EACH | NDI VI DUAL WHO COMPLETES THE PROGRAM | NDI CAT-
| NG THAT COMPLETI ON,
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(4) I'F THE | NDI VI DUAL CONDUCTI NG A PROGRAM DESCRI BED I N THI S
SECTION IS AN OFFI CI AL REPRESENTATI VE OF A RELI G OUS | NSTI TUTI ON
OR H' S OR HER DESI GNEE, THE PROGRAM MAY OM T A SUBJECT LI STED I N
SUBSECTI ON (2) | F TRAI NI NG EDUCATI ON, OR COUNSELI NG ON THAT
SUBJECT WOULD VI OLATE A TENET OF THE RELI G QUS | NSTI TUTI ON.

(5) THE COURT SHALL NOT ORDER A DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM | F A
PARTY TO THE MARRI AGE FI LES A SWORN STATEMENT STATI NG THAT THE
PARTY IS A VICTI M OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE BY THE OTHER PARTY. THE
COURT MAY OTHERW SE EXCUSE A PARTY TO A DI VORCE ACTI ON FROM
ATTENDI NG A DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM FOR GOCD CAUSE. | F A PARTY
'S NOT EXEMPT OR EXCUSED FROM A DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM AS PRO-
VIDED IN TH S SUBSECTI ON AND THE PARTY FAILS TO COVPLETE A
Dl VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM THE COURT MAY HOLD THE PARTY | N CON-
TEMPT, PUNI SHABLE AS PROVI DED I N THE REVI SED JUDI CATURE ACT OF
1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600. 101 TO 600. 9948, OR MAY | MPOSE ANOTHER
SANCTI ON REASONABLE I N THE Cl RCUMSTANCES.

(6) AS USED IN THI' S SECTI ON, "DOVESTI C VI CLENCE" MEANS AN
ACT OF PHYSI CAL, SEXUAL, OR SERI QUS EMOTI ONAL ABUSE BY AN | NDI -

VI DUAL AGAI NST HI'S OR HER SPOUSE, OR FORMER SPOUSE, OR AGAI NST
ANOTHER | NDI VI DUAL W TH WHOM THE | NDI VI DUAL HAS A CHI LD | N COVMON
OR WTH WHOM THE | NDI VI DUAL HAS RESI DED.

SEC. 5A. (1) ONLY 1 OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG SHALL CONDUCT
A DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM REQUI RED UNDER SECTI ON 5:

(A) A LI CENSED PROFESSI ONAL COUNSELCR, LI CENSED MARRI AGE AND
FAM LY THERAPI ST, LI CENSED OR LI M TED LI CENSED PSYCHOLOG ST, OR
CERTI FI ED SOCI AL WORKER OR SOCI AL WORKER LI CENSED OR REG STERED
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AS REQUI RED BY ARTI CLE 15 OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH CODE, 1978 PA 368,
MCL 333. 16101 TO 333. 18838.

(B) A PSYCH ATRI ST AS THAT TERM | S DEFI NED | N SECTI ON 100C
OF THE MENTAL HEALTH CODE, 1974 PA 258, MCL 330.1100C.

(C AN OFFI Cl AL REPRESENTATI VE OF A RELI G QUS | NSTI TUTI ON OR
H S OR HER DESI GNEE.

(D) COURT OR FRIEND OF THE COURT PERSONNEL.

(2) PAYMENT FOR A DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM SHALL BE MADE
DI RECTLY TO THE PROGRAM PROVI DER. A PROGRAM PROVI DER MAY USE A
FEE SCHEDULE THAT ACCOMMODATES FAM LI ES OF VARI OQUS FI NANCI AL
MEANS, | NCLUDI NG ALLOW NG PARTI CI PATI ON BY | NDI GENT | NDI VI DUALS
FOR NO FEE.
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