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HOUSE BILL No. 5987

April 30, 2002, Introduced by Rep. DeWeese and referred to the Committee on Criminal
Justice.

A bill to anmend 1953 PA 181, entitled
"An act relative to investigations in certain instances of the
causes of death within this state due to viol ence, negligence or
other act or om ssion of a crimnal nature or to protect public
health; to provide for the taking of statenments frominjured per-
sons under certain circunstances; to abolish the office of coro-
ner and to create the office of county medical exam ner in cer-
tain counties; to prescribe the powers and duties of county nedi-
cal examners; to prescribe penalties for violations of the pro-
visions of this act; and to prescribe a referendumthereon,”
by anmendi ng section 5 (MCL 52.205), as anended by 1980 PA 401.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
Sec. 5. (1) —Wen— |IF a county nedi cal exam ner OR DEPUTY

COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER has noti ce that —t+here—has—been—+ftound

wHthtA—hts—er—her—county—or—dist++et— t he body of a person who

—+s—stpposetd—to—have—corre—to—his—or—her—death— MAY HAVE DIED in a
manner —as—ndieated— DESCRI BED i n section 3 HAS BEEN FOUND

W THI N THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER S GEOGRAPHI CAL JURI SDI CTI ON,
t he COUNTY nedi cal exam ner OR DEPUTY COUNTY NMEDI CAL EXAM NER

06078' 01 CPD

,86G 'ON 1119 3SNOH



© 00 N oo o~ W N P

N N N NN N NN P P P P PR R R R R e
N~ o O~ W N B O © 0 N o 00 N~ W N P O

2

shal | take charge of the body. ——and—+fH—on—viewof— | F AFTER
EXAM NI NG t he body and —persenal—+ngti+y—+ntoe— | NVESTI GATI NG t he
cause and manner of the death —— the COUNTY nedi cal exam ner OR
DEPUTY COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER considers a further exam nation
necessary, —the—ecountyredical—examner—or—a—deputy— HE OR SHE
may cause the dead body to be rempved to the public norgue. |If
the investigation is SOLELY for the reason —efty— that the dead
person had no nedi cal attendance during THE 48 hours —before
| MVEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG t he hour of death, and if the dead person
had chosen not to have nedi cal attendance because of his or her
bona fide held religious convictions, renoval —shatH+— | S not —be
requi red unless there is evidence of other conditions
—sti+pttated— DESCRIBED in section 3. |If there is no public
nor gue, —then— the body may be renoved to a private norgue —as
DESI GNATED BY the county nedi cal exam ner —has—destgrated— OR
DEPUTY COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER

(2) The COUNTY nedical exam ner OR DEPUTY COUNTY MEDI CAL
EXAM NER may desi gnate a —persoen— MED CAL EXAM NER | NVESTI GATOR
appoi nt ed —purstant—to6— UNDER section la(2) to take charge of the
body, make pertinent inquiry, note the circunstances surroundi ng
the death, and, if considered necessary, cause the body to be
transported to the norgue for exam nation by the COUNTY nedi cal
exam ner OR DEPUTY COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER. The COUNTY nedi ca
exam ner OR DEPUTY COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER shal |l maintain a |ist
of —persons— MED CAL EXAM NER | NVESTI GATORS appoi nt ed —ptrstant
to— UNDER section la(2) and their qualifications, —whieh— AND
shal | —be—++ted— FILE THE LI ST with the [ ocal |aw enforcenent
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agenci es. —Fhe—person— A MEDI CAL EXAM NER | NVESTI GATOR appoi nt ed
—purstant—to— UNDER section la(2) shall not be an agent or
enpl oyee of —any— A person or funeral establishnment |icensed
under —Aet—Ne—268—of—thePubHtAets—of 1949 —as—anended,—betrng
sect+ons—338-861t0338-87/5of theMehigan—Conptted—taws— THE
OCCUPATI ONAL CODE, 1980 PA 299, MCL 339.101 TO 339.2721, AND
SHALL NOT receive, directly or indirectly, —afy— renmuneration in
connection with the disposition of the body, or nmake —any
funeral or burial arrangenents w thout approval of the next of
kin, if —they—arefouned— KNOAN, or the person responsible for the
funeral expenses.

(3) The county nedi cal exam ner may performor direct to be
performed an autopsy ON A BODY DESCRI BED | N SUBSECTI ON (2) and
shall carefully reduce or cause to be reduced to witing —every
EACH fact and circunstance tending to show the condition of the
body and the cause and manner of death, —tegether—wth— AND SHALL
| NCLUDE I N THAT WRI TI NG t he nanes and addresses of —any—persons
EACH PERSON present at the autopsy. ——whieh—record—he—or—she
shatH—subseribe— THE PERSON PERFORM NG THE AUTOPSY SHALL SUB-
SCRI BE THE WRI TI NG DESCRI BED I N THI S SUBSECTI ON

(4) —Fhe— EXCEPT AS PROVI DED | N SUBSECTI ON (5), BEFORE PER-
FORM NG AN AUTOPSY UNDER SUBSECTI ON (3), THE COUNTY nedi cal
exam ner OR DEPUTY COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER shal | ascertain the
identity of the deceased and —noet+i+y— i medi ately AND as conpas-
sionately as possible NOTIFY the next of kin of the DECEDENT' S

death and the location of the body. —except—that—suech— THE COUNTY
MEDI CAL EXAM NER OR DEPUTY COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER SHALL ALSO ASK
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THE NEXT OF KIN I F HE OR SHE WANTS AN AUTOPSY CONDUCTED ON THE
BODY OF THE DECEASED. THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER OR DEPUTY
COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER SHALL | NCLUDE | N THE NOTI CE | NFORVATI ON
REGARDI NG THE COST OF AN AUTOPSY, THE BENEFI TS OF AN AUTOPSY, AND
THE FACT THAT SOVE AUTOPSI ES ARE REQUI RED BY LAW

(5) THE notification REGARDI NG THE DECEDENT' S DEATH AND THE
LOCATI ON OF THE BODY DESCRI BED I N SUBSECTION (4) is not required

if a person fromthe state police or a —ceunrty——shertH—departrent

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY states to the COUNTY nedi cal

exam ner that the notification has already occurred. The county
medi cal exam ner may conduct an autopsy UNDER SUBSECTION (3) if
he or she determ nes that an autopsy reasonably appears to be
required pursuant to law. |F THE NEXT OF KIN REQUESTS AN AUTOPSY
UNDER SUBSECTI ON (4), THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER OR DEPUTY
COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER SHALL PERFORM AN AUTOPSY UPON AGREEMENT
BY THE NEXT OF KIN TO PAY THE REASONABLE COST OF THE AUTOPSY.
After the county medi cal exam ner, DEPUTY COUNTY MEDI CAL

EXAM NER, or a —tdeputy—o+—a— person fromthe state police or a

mut-etpatl—pot+ece—departrent— LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY has
made diligent effort to |locate and notify the next of kin, —he—o+

she— THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER may order and conduct —the— AN
aut opsy UNDER SUBSECTION (3) with or without the consent of the
next of kin of the deceased.

(6) —5)— The county nedi cal exam ner or —a— H S OR HER

deputy shall keep a witten record of the efforts to | ocate and
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notify the next of kin UNDER SUBSECTIONS (4) AND (5) for a period

of 1 year fromthe date of the autopsy. —Fhe—eounty—redical

examrer—shatH—after—any— AFTER CONDUCTI NG A required OR
REQUESTED exami nati on or autopsy UNDER THI S SECTI ON, THE COUNTY

MEDI CAL EXAM NER OR DEPUTY COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER SHALL pronptly
deliver or return the body to relatives or representatives of the
deceased. —or—+f— |F there are no relatives or representatives
OF THE DECEASED known to the COUNTY MEDI CAL exam ner OR DEPUTY
COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER, he or she nay cause the body to be
—deecentty— buri ed —except—that—theredicat—examner— PURSUANT
TO LAW BUT may retain, as |ong as —+ay—be— HE OR SHE DETERM NES
necessary, —any— A portion of the body believed by the COUNTY
medi cal exam ner OR DEPUTY COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER to be neces-

sary for the detection of —any— A crine.
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