SENATE BILL No. 271
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SENATE BILL No. 271

March 1, 2001, Introduced by Senator VAN REGENMORTER and referred to the Committee
on Transportation and Tourism.

A bill to require studies of the environnental inpact of
salt and certain replacenents, including alternative techniques,
for salt; and to create a tenporary conmm ssion and prescribe its
powers and duti es.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the
“environmental road safety act".

Sec. 2. As used in this act:

(a) "Conm ssion"” nmeans the conm ssion on environnental road
safety created in section 4.

(b) "Salt" means 1 or nore of the follow ng:

(1) Sodi um chl ori de.

(i) Cal ci um chl ori de.

(iii) Pot assi um chl ori de.
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(iv) Magnesi um chl ori de.

(v) Sodi um sul phat e.

(vi) Cal ci um sul phat e.

(vii) Pot assi um sul phat e.

(viii) Magnesi um sul phat e.

(c) "Salt alternatives" means substances or techni ques that
do not contain or use salt.

Sec. 3. (1) The comm ssion shall nake the follow ng studies
within the tinmes prescribed by subsection (2) with respect to the
use of salt alternatives instead of or along with the use of
sal t:

(a) A study of the public safety and effectiveness of salt
alternatives on the roads and hi ghways of this state.

(b) A study of the effect of salt and salt alternatives with
respect to corrosion or deterioration of the roads, highways, and
bridges of this state and the vehicles operating on, and struc-
tures | ocated near, those roads, highways, and bridges.

(c) A study of the short- and |ong-term environnental inpact
of continuing to use salt conpared with the use of salt alterna-
tives on the roads and hi ghways of this state. |In the study, the
commi ssion shall also consider the effects on the environnent
associated with the storage of salt conpared with the storage of
a salt alternative, including, but not limted to, groundwater
contam nation, salinization of the Great Lakes and of ground and

surface waters, and effects on plants and ani nal s.
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(d) A study of the long-term cost-effectiveness of using
salt alternatives instead of salt on the roads and hi ghways of
the state. The study shall include all of the follow ng:

(i) The total cost of salt alternatives conpared with the
continued use of salt over a 25-year period taking into account
t he environnental inpact, corrosion, and econom c potenti al
i nformati on contained in the studies required under this
secti on.

(ii) A statenent of the conparison of the costs cal cul ated

i n subparagraph (i) expressed as an annual cost per vehicle reg-
istered in this state.

(iii) The financial inpact on |ocal units of governnent of
use of salt alternatives.

(iv) Reconmendati ons of ways to avert the financial inpact
on local units of governnment for using salt alternatives.

(v) An estimate of potential savings that would be realized
by the federal government as a direct result of the use of salt
al ternatives.

(e) A study of the potential for production of a salt alter-
native by businesses of this state and whet her econom c incen-
tives to encourage production are necessary and desirable.

(2) The studi es required under subsection (1)(a), (b), (c),
(d), and (e) shall be conpleted by Decenber 31, 2002.

Sec. 4. (1) The comm ssion on environnental road safety is
created for the specific purposes of conducting the studies
described in section 3 and naki ng recommendati ons in the form of

a report to the legislature based on those studies relative to
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the use of salt alternatives on the roads and hi ghways of this
state.

(2) The comm ssion shall include in the report required
under subsection (1) its reconmendations regarding all of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Application anmounts and met hods of road salt devices.

(b) Whether salt should be banned from usage on part or al
of the roads and hi ghways of this state.

(c) Whether salt should be used in conjunction with other
mat eri al s.

(d) If salt should be banned, the type of salt alternative
t hat shoul d be used as a repl acenent.

(e) If there should be a transition fromsalt to a salt
alternative, the phase-in periods for the transition.

(f) Aranking of salt sensitive areas within the state.

(3) The comm ssion shall conplete its eval uation and nake
the report required under subsection (1) to the |egislature by
June 1, 2003.

(4) The comm ssion shall consist of 12 nenbers appoi nted by
the governor within 90 days after the effective date of this act
with the advice and consent of the senate for ternms of 2 years
fromthe foll ow ng areas:

(a) One nenber shall represent local units of governnment who
shall not be a nenber of the road agency in a local unit.

(b) One nenber shall represent the boards of county road

conmi SSi oners.
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(c) One nenber shall represent the road interests of cities
and vill ages.

(d) One nenber shall be an econom st.

(e) One nenber shall represent environnental interests per-
taining to surface, ground, and | ake water.

(f) One nenber shall represent environnental interests per-
taining to plants and ani mal s.

(g) One nenber who shall be an agronom st and a soil scien-
tist shall represent agricultural interests.

(h) One nenber shall represent business other than the deic-
i ng industry.

(i) Two nenbers shall represent the state transportation
departnment, 1 of whom shall be a highway engi neer.

(j) One nenber shall represent public health interests.

(k) One nenber shall represent the general public.
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