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SENATE BILL No. 612

July 11, 2001, Introduced by Senator BULLARD and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

A bill to anend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan election |aw,"
by anmendi ng section 424a (MCL 168. 424a), as anended by 1999
PA 218.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 424a. (1) In the primary and general election for 2 or
nore judgeships of the circuit court, each of the follow ng cate-
gories of candidates shall be listed separately on the ball ot,
consi stent with subsection |(3)— (4):

(a) The nanes of candidates for the judgeship or judgeships
for which the incunbent is seeking el ection.

(b) The nanmes of candidates for an existing judgeship or
j udgeshi ps for which the incunbent is not seeking el ection.

(c) The nanes of candidates for a newy created judgeship or

j udgeshi ps.
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(2) I'N A COUNTY THAT HAS DI RECT ELECTION OF 1 OR MORE JUDCGES
OF THE FAM LY DI VISION OF ClRCU T COURT, THE CATEGORY OF FAM LY
DVISION OF Cl RCU T COURT JUDGES SHALL BE LI STED SEPARATELY ON
THE BALLOT. W TH N THE CATEGORY OF FAM LY DI VISION OF CIRCU T
COURT JUDGES, THE CANDI DATES SHALL BE LI STED SEPARATELY ON THE
BALLOT AS DETERM NED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1). A CANDI DATE FOR A
JUDGESH P IN THE FAMLY DI VISION OF Cl RCU T COURT SHALL FILE A
NOM NATI NG PETI TI ON UNDER SECTI ON 413 THAT SPECI FI ES THE FAM LY
DI VISION OF C RCU T COURT AND THAT COWPLI ES W TH SUBSECTI ON ( 3).

(3) 2y~ Nomnating petitions filed under section 413 are
valid only if they clearly indicate for which of the foll ow ng
offices the candidate is filing, consistent with subsection —(3)—
(4):

(a) An unspecified existing judgeship for which the i ncum
bent judge is not seeking election.

(b) A new judgeship.

(c) An unspecified existing judgeship for which the i ncum

bent judge is seeking election.

(4) 3)— If the death or disqualification of an incunbent
judge triggers the application of section 415(2), then for the
pur poses of subsections (1), —and— (2), AND (3), that judgeship
shall be regarded as a judgeship for which the incunbent judge is
not seeking election. The application of this subsection
i ncludes, but is not limted to, circunstances in which the gov-
ernor appoints an individual to fill the vacancy and that indi-

vi dual seeks to qualify as a nom nee under section 415(2).
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(5) —(4)— A person who files nomnating petitions for
el ection to nore than 1 circuit judgeship shall have not nore
than 3 days following the close of filing to withdraw from al
but 1 filing.

(6) 5)— In a primary and general election for 2 or nore
j udgeshi ps where nore than 1 of the categories in subsection
—2)— (3) could be selected, a candidate shall apply to the
bureau of elections for a witten statement of office designation

to correspond to the judgeship sought by the candidate. The

of fi ce designation provided by the secretary of state shall be

i ncluded in the heading of all nominating petitions. Nom nating

petitions containing an inproper office designation are invalid.
(7) —6)— The secretary of state shall issue an office des-

i gnation of incunbent position for —any— A judgeship for which

the incunbent judge is eligible to seek reelection. |If an incum

bent judge does not file an affidavit of candi dacy by the dead-

line, the secretary of state shall notify all candidates for that

of fice that a noni ncunbent position exists. Al nom nating peti-
tions circulated for the noni ncunbent position subsequent to the
deadl i ne shall bear an office designation of noni ncunbent
position. All signatures collected prior to the affidavit of
candidacy filing deadline may be filed with the noni ncunbent nom
i nating petitions.

Enacting section 1. This anendatory act does not take
effect unless Senate Bill No. 76 of the 91st Legislature is
enacted into | aw
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