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HOUSE BILL No. 4287

February 26, 2003, Introduced by Reps. Spade, Sheltrown, Tobocman, Sak and Kooiman
and referred to the Committee on Criminal Justice.

A bill to anmend 1931 PA 328, entitled
"The M chi gan penal code,"
by amendi ng section 50a (MCL 750.50a), as added by 1994 PA 42.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

1 Sec. 50a. —(H—Artndividual—shall—notdo—either—ofthe
2 foelowing:-
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perecepti-veness—
(1) A person who has received notice that his or her behavior

is interfering with the use of a dog guide or service ani mal
shall not, with reckless disregard, continue to interfere with
t he use of the dog guide or service aninmal by obstructing,
intimdating, or otherw se jeopardizing the safety of the dog
gui de or service animl user or his or her dog guide or service
ani mal

(2) A person shall not do any of the follow ng:

(a) Knowingly allow his or her dog to interfere with the use
of a dog guide or service animal by obstructing, intimdating, or
ot herwi se jeopardi zing the safety of the dog gui de or service

animal user or his or her dog guide or service aninal.
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(b) Knowi ngly allow his or her dog to injure, disable, or
cause the death of a dog guide or service animal.

(c) Knowingly allow his or her dog to run at large in an area
where he or she knows, or reasonably should know, that a dog
guide or service animal is likely to be, resulting in his or her
dog doing either of the follow ng:

(i) Cbstructing, intimdating, or otherw se jeopardi zing the
safety of the dog guide or service aninmal user or his or her dog
gui de or service aninal

(i) I'njuring, disabling, or causing the death of a dog guide
or service aninal.

(d) Wth reckless disregard, injure, disable, or cause the
death of a dog guide or service aninal.

(e) Intentionally injure, disable, or cause the death of a
dog gui de or service aninal

(3) A person shall not obtain or exert unauthorized contro
over a dog guide or service animal with the intent to deprive the
dog guide or service animl user of his or her dog guide or
service ani mal

(4) A person who violates this section is guilty of a crine
as follows:

(a) A person who violates subsection (1) or (2)(a) or (c)(i)
is guilty of a crime as follows:

(1) For a first offense, the person is guilty of a
m sdeneanor puni shabl e by inprisonment for not nore than 180 days
or a fine of not nore than $2,000.00, or both.

(ii)) For a second or subsequent offense, the person is guilty
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6
of a m sdermeanor puni shabl e by inprisonment for not nore than
1 year or a fine of not nore than $5, 000.00, or both.

(b) A person who violates subsection (2)(b), (c)(ii)), or (d)
is guilty of a m sdenmeanor punishable by inprisonment for not
nore than 1 year or a fine of not nore than $5,000.00, or both.

(c) A person who violates subsection (2)(e) is guilty of a
fel ony punishable by inprisonnent for not nore than 5 years or a
fine of not nore than $10, 000. 00, or both.

(d) A person who violates subsection (3) is guilty of a
fel ony punishable by inprisonnent for not nore than 10 years or a
fine of not nore than $20, 000. 00, or both.

(5) This section does not prohibit a person from being
charged with, convicted of, or punished for any other violation
of law arising out of the same crimnal transaction as the
viol ation of this section.

(6) As part of the sentence for a violation of this section,
in addition to any other penalty authorized by |aw, the court nay
order the person convicted to rei nburse the dog guide or service
animal user for all expenses incurred by the dog guide or service
user related to the offense. The expenses for which
rei nbursenent may be ordered under this section include, but are
not limted to, all of the foll ow ng:

(a) The value of the replacenent of an incapacitated or
deceased dog guide or service aninmal, the training of a
repl acenent dog gui de or service animal, or retraining of the
af fected dog guide or service aninmal and all related veterinary

and care expenses.
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(b) Medi cal expenses of the dog guide or service ani mal user
training of the dog guide or service animl user, and
conpensation for wages or earned inconme |ost by the dog guide or
service ani mal user.

(7) This section does not preclude any civil remedy avail able
for violation of this section.

(8) As used in this section:

(a) "Dog guide" nmeans a dog that is trained for the purpose
of guiding blind persons or a dog trained for the purpose of
assi sting hearing inpaired persons.

(b) "Notice" neans a verbal or otherw se comuni cated war ni ng
prescribing the behavior of another person and requesting that
t he person stop his or her behavior.

(c) "Service animal" neans an aninal that neets both of the
foll ow ng requirenents:

(1) The animal has successfully conpleted a course of
training in assisting or accompbdating a di sabl ed person's
sensory, nental, or physical disability, conducted at a
recogni zed ani mal training school that provides that training.

(ii) The animal is identified in a docunment issued by the
trai ni ng school .

(d) "Value" nmeans the cost or fair market value of the dog
gui de or service aninal.

Enacting section 1. This anendatory act takes effect

Novenmber 1, 2003.
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