HOUSE BILL No. 4147
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HOUSE BILL No. 4147

February 2, 2005, Introduced by Reps. Farhat and Gosselin and referred to the Committee on
Natural Resources, Great Lakes, Land Use, and Environment.

A Dbill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Natural resources and environnental protection act,"”

(MCL 324.101 to 324.90106) by adding section 7611l1la.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

SEC. 76111A. (1) THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL QUALI TY SHALL
ESTABLI SH GREAT LAKES RECREATI ONAL DI VI NG PRESERVES W THI N THE
GREAT LAKES TO PROVI DE RECREATI ONAL SCUBA DI VI NG OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR
MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL PUBLI C.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL QUALITY SHALL NOT
ESTABLI SH A GREAT LAKES RECREATI ONAL DI VI NG PRESERVE AT THE SAME
LOCATI ON AS A GREAT LAKES BOTTOMLAND PRESERVE.

(3) A NONPROFI T ORGANI ZATI ON OR OTHER PERSON MAY NOM NATE 1 OR
MORE LOCATI ONS FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF A GREAT LAKES RECREATI ONAL
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DI VI NG PRESERVE BY SUBM TTI NG A PROPCSAL | N WRI TI NG TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL QUALI TY.

(4) UPON ESTABLI SHI NG A GREAT LAKES RECREATI ONAL DI VI NG
PRESERVE, THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL QUALITY SHALL AUTHORI ZE
THE SINKING OF 1 OR MORE VESSELS WTH N THE PRESERVE THAT W LL
ENHANCE THE RECREATI ONAL SCUBA DI VI NG EXPERI ENCE FOR | NDI VI DUALS
VI SI TI NG THE PRESERVE. HOWEVER, THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMVENTAL
QUALI TY SHALL ONLY AUTHORI ZE THE SI NKING OF A VESSEL W TH N A GREAT
LAKES RECREATI ONAL DI VI NG PRESERVE | F THE VESSEL HAS BEEN
DECOVMM SSI ONED |N SUCH A MANNER THAT | T WLL NOT CAUSE ADVERSE
ENVI RONMENTAL | MPACTS. THE PERSON OR PERSONS S| NKI NG A VESSEL
W TH N A GREAT LAKES RECREATI ONAL DI VI NG PRESERVE SHALL COWPLY W TH
THE "1 NTENTI ONAL VESSEL SI NKI NG GUI DELI NES, FI NAL REPCRT" PREPARED
BY MARI TI ME RESEARCH ASSOCI ATES, INC. FOR THE M CH GAN UNDERWATER
PRESERVE COUNCI L, | NC.

(5) I'N ESTABLI SHI NG GREAT LAKES RECREATI ONAL DI VI NG PRESERVES,
THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL QUALITY SHALL CONSI DER BOTH OF THE
FOLLOW NG

(A) THE EXTENT OF LOCAL PUBLI C AND PRI VATE SUPPORT FOR THE
CREATI ON OF THE PRESERVE.

(B) THE | NTEREST OF NONPROFI T ORGANI ZATI ONS OR OTHER PERSONS
I N OBTAI NI NG DECOVWM SSI ONI NG, AND SINKING 1 OR MORE VESSELS W THI N
THE PRESERVE.
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