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HOUSE BILL No. 6203

June 14, 2006, Introduced by Reps. Murphy, Virgil Smith, Lemmons, 111, Clack, Farrah,
Gillard, Accavitti, Miller, Bennett, Vagnozzi, Cushingberry, Sheltrown, Zelenko,
Tobocman, Plakas, Waters, Gleason and Lemmons, Jr. and referred to the Committee on
Government Operations.

A bill to anmend 2001 PA 63, entitled
"History, arts, and libraries act,"
(MCL 399.701 to 399.722) by adding section 13.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

SEC. 13. (1) THE LEG SLATURE FI NDS AND DECLARES THAT ALL
PECPLE SHOULD KNOW OF AND REMEMBER THE HUMAN CARNAGE AND
DEHUMANI ZI NG ATROCI TI ES COWM TTED DURI NG THE PERI OD OF THE AFRI CAN
SLAVE TRADE AND SLAVERY I N AMERI CA AND THE VESTI GES OF SLAVERY I N
THI'S COUNTRY. I T IS VITAL TO EDUCATE THE CI TI ZENS OF THI S STATE ON
THESE EVENTS, THE LEGACY OF SLAVERY, THE SAD H STORY OF RACI SM I N
THI S COUNTRY, AND THE PRI NCl PLES OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND DIGNITY I N A
Cl VI LI ZED SCCI ETY. THE LEQ SLATURE DETERM NES THAT THE HI STORY OF
THE AFRI CAN SLAVE TRADE, SLAVERY |IN AMERI CA, THE DEPTH OF THEI R
| MPACT ON QUR SOCI ETY, AND THE TRI UMPHS OF AFRI CAN- AVERI CANS AND
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THEI R SI GNI FI CANT CONTRI BUTI ONS TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THI S COUNTRY
ARE THE PROPER CONCERN OF ALL PEOPLE

(2) 1T 1S THEREFORE DESI RABLE TO CREATE A COW SSI ON THAT, AS
AN CORGANI ZED BODY AND ON A CONTI NUOQUS BASIS, WLL SURVEY, DESIGN
ENCOURACGE, AND PROMOTE THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF EDUCATI ON AND
AWARENESS PROGRAMS | N THIS STATE THAT ARE CONCERNED W TH THE
AFRI CAN SLAVE TRADE, SLAVERY I N AMERI CA, THE VESTI GES OF SLAVERY I N
THI'S COUNTRY, AND THE CONTRI BUTI ONS OF AFRI CAN- AMERI CANS I N
BUI LDI NG OUR COUNTRY; THAT W LL DEVELOP WORKSHOPS, | NSTI TUTES
SEM NARS, AND OTHER TEACHER TRAI NI NG ACTI VI TI ES DESI GNED TO EDUCATE
TEACHERS ON THI' S SUBJECT MATTER, AND THAT W LL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR
THE COORDI NATI ON OF EVENTS ON A REGULAR BASI S, THROUGHOUT THE
STATE, THAT PROVI DE APPROPRI ATE MEMCRI ALI ZATI ON OF THE EVENTS
CONCERNI NG THE ENSLAVEMENT OF AFRI CANS AND THEI R DESCENDANTS | N
AVERI CA AND THEI R STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM LI BERTY, AND EQUALI TY.

(3) THE AM STAD COW SSI ON | S CREATED W THI N THE DEPARTMENT.
THE COW SSION |'S NAVED TO HONOR THE GROUP OF ENSLAVED AFRI CANS
TRANSPORTED I N 1839 ON A VESSEL NAMED THE AM STAD WHO OVERTHREW
THEI R CAPTORS AND CREATED AN | NTERNATI ONAL | NCI DENT THAT WAS
EVENTUALLY ARGUED BEFORE THE UNI TED STATES SUPREME COURT AND THAT
SHED A GROWN NG LI GHT ON THE EVILS OF THE SLAVE TRADE AND GALVANI ZED
A GRON NG ABOLI TI ONI ST MOVEMENT TOMRD DEMANDI NG THE END OF SLAVERY
IN THE UNI TED STATES.

(4) THE COW SSI ON SHALL CONSI ST OF 15 MEMBERS, | NCLUDI NG 3 EX
OFFI C O MEMBERS: THE STATE SUPERI NTENDENT OF EDUCATION OR HI' S OR
HER DESI GNEE, THE DI RECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND ECONOM C
GROMH OR H'S OR HER DESI GNEE, AND THE DI RECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT
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OR H' S OR HER DESI GNEE; AND 12 PUBLI C MEMBERS. PUBLI C MEMBERS SHALL
BE APPO NTED AS FOLLOWG:

(A) TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE SENATE MAJORI TY
LEADER, AND 1 MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE SENATE M NORI TY
LEADER.

(B) TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND 1 MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY
LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES.

(© SI X MEMBERS, NO MORE THAN 3 OF WHOM SHALL BE FROM THE SAME
PCLI TI CAL PARTY, SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR.

(5) THE PUBLI C MEMBERS SHALL BE RESI DENTS OF THI S STATE,
CHOSEN W TH DUE REGARD TO BROAD GEOGRAPHI C REPRESENTATI ON AND
ETHNI C DI VERSI TY, WHO HAVE SERVED ACTI VELY I N ORGANI ZATI ONS THAT
EDUCATE THE PUBLI C ON THE HI STORY OF THE AFRI CAN SLAVE TRADE, THE
CONTRI BUTI ONS OF AFRI CAN- AMERI CANS TO OUR SOCI ETY, AND CIVIL Rl GHTS
| SSUES.

(6) EACH PUBLI C MEMBER OF THE COWM SSI ON SHALL SERVE FOR A
TERM OF 3 YEARS, EXCEPT THAT, OF THE MEMBERS FI RST APPAO NTED, 1
MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE SENATE MAJORI TY LEADER, 1 MEMBER APPO NTED
BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND 2 MEMBERS
APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR SHALL SERVE FOR TERMS OF 1 YEAR, THE
MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE SENATE M NCORI TY LEADER, 1 MEMBER APPO NTED
BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND 2 MEMBERS
APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR SHALL SERVE FOR TERMS OF 2 YEARS;, AND 1
MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE SENATE MAJORI TY LEADER, THE MEMBER
APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
AND 2 MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR SHALL SERVE FOR TERMS OF 3
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YEARS. PUBLI C MEMBERS SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR REAPPO NTMENT. THEY
SHALL SERVE UNTI L THEI R SUCCESSORS ARE APPO NTED AND QUALI FI ED. A
VACANCY OCCURRI NG OTHER THAN BY EXPI RATI ON CF TERM SHALL BE FI LLED
IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE ORI G NAL APPO NTMENT FOR THE BALANCE OF
THE UNEXPI RED TERM

(7) AT ITS FIRST MEETI NG AND ANNUALLY THEREAFTER, THE
COW SSI ON SHALL ELECT FROM AMONG | TS MEMBERS A CHAI RPERSON AND
OTHER OFFI CERS | T CONSI DERS NECESSARY OR APPROPRI ATE. AFTER I TS
FI RST MEETING THE COWM SSI ON SHALL MEET AT LEAST QUARTERLY, OR
MORE FREQUENTLY AT THE CALL OF THE CHAI RPERSON OR | F REQUESTED BY 9
OR MORE MEMBERS. A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS COF THE COWM SSI ON
CONSTI TUTE A QUORUM FOR THE TRANSACTI ON OF BUSI NESS AT A MEETI NG OF
THE COW SSION. A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS PRESENT AND SERVI NG ARE
REQUI RED FOR OFFI CI AL ACTI ON OF THE COW SSI ON.

(8) ALL BUSI NESS THAT THE COWM SSION | S AUTHORI ZED TO PERFORM
SHALL BE CONDUCTED AT A PUBLI C MEETI NG OF THE COW SSI ON, HELD IN
COWPLI ANCE WTH THE OPEN MEETI NGS ACT, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 TO
15.275. A WRI TI NG PREPARED, OMED, USED, I N THE POSSESSI ON OF, OR
RETAI NED BY THE COWMM SSI ON | N THE PERFORVANCE OF AN OFFI Cl AL
FUNCTI ON | S SUBJECT TO THE FREEDOM OF | NFORMATI ON ACT, 1976 PA 442,
MCL 15. 231 TO 15. 246.

(9) THE MEMBERS OF THE COWM SSI ON SHALL SERVE W THOUT
COVPENSATI ON BUT SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO REI MBURSEMENT FOR ALL
NECESSARY EXPENSES | NCURRED I N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR OFFI ClI AL
DUTI ES AS MEMBERS OF THE COW SSI ON FROM FUNDS APPROPRI ATED FOR
THAT PURPOSE. REI MBURSEMENT FOR TRAVEL, MEALS, AND LODGE NG SHALL BE
I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE STATE STANDARDI ZED TRAVEL RULES OF THE
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DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET.

(10) THE COW SSI ON SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG RESPONSI BI LI TI ES
AND DUTI ES:

(A) TO PROVI DE, BASED UPON THE COLLECTI VE | NTEREST OF THE
MEMBERS AND THE KNOW.EDGE AND EXPERI ENCE OF THE MEMBERS, ASSI STANCE
AND ADVI CE TO SCHOOLS WTHI N TH S STATE W TH RESPECT TO THE
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF EDUCATI ON, AWARENESS PROGRAMS, TEXTBOOKS, AND
EDUCATI ONAL MATERI ALS CONCERNED W TH THE AFRI CAN SLAVE TRADE
SLAVERY | N AMERI CA, THE VESTI GES OF SLAVERY IN TH S COUNTRY, AND
THE CONTRI BUTI ONS OF AFRI CAN- AVERI CANS TO QUR SOCI ETY.

(B) TO SURVEY AND CATALOG THE EXTENT AND BREADTH OF EDUCATI ON
CONCERNI NG THE AFRI CAN SLAVE TRADE, SLAVERY |IN AMERI CA, THE
VESTI GES OF SLAVERY IN THI' S COUNTRY, AND THE CONTRI BUTI ONS OF
AFRI CAN- AMERI CANS TO OUR SOCI ETY PRESENTLY BEI NG | NCORPORATED | NTO
THE CURRI CULA AND TEXTBOOKS AND TAUGHT I N THE SCHOOL SYSTEMS COF
TH' S STATE; TO | NVENTORY THOSE AFRI CAN SLAVE TRADE, AMERI CAN
SLAVERY, OR RELEVANT AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN HI STORY MEMORI ALS, EXHI BI TS,
AND RESOURCES THAT SHOULD BE | NCORPORATED | NTO COURSES OF STUDY AT
EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS, SCHOOLS, AND VARI OQUS OTHER LOCATI ONS
THROUGHOUT THI S STATE; AND TO ASSI ST THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON
AND OTHER STATE AGENCI ES AND EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTIONS I N THE
DEVELOPMENT AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF AFRI CAN SLAVE TRADE, AMERI CAN
SLAVERY, AND AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN HI STORY EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS

(C) TO ACT AS A LI AISON W TH TEXTBOOK PUBLI SHERS, SCHOOLS,
PUBLI C, PRI VATE, AND NONPROFI T RESOURCE CORGANI ZATI ONS, MEMBERS OF
THE UNI TED STATES SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND THE
SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF TH S STATE I N ORDER TO
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FACI LI TATE THE | NCLUSI ON OF THE HI STORY OF AFRI CAN SLAVERY AND OF
AFRI CAN- AMERI CANS I N THI'S COUNTRY I N THE CURRI CULA OF PUBLI C AND
NONPUBLI C SCHOCLS.

(D) TO COWI LE A ROSTER COF | NDI VI DUAL VOLUNTEERS VWHO ARE
W LLI NG TO SHARE THEI R KNOALEDGE AND EXPERI ENCE | N CLASSROOMS,

SEM NARS, AND WORKSHOPS W TH STUDENTS AND TEACHERS ON THE SUBJECT
OF THE AFRI CAN SLAVE TRADE, AMERI CAN SLAVERY, THE | MPACT OF SLAVERY
ON OUR SOCI ETY TODAY, AND THE CONTRI BUTI ONS OF AFRI CAN- AMERI CANS TO
OUR COUNTRY.

(E) TO COORDI NATE EVENTS MEMORI ALI ZI NG THE AFRI CAN SLAVE
TRADE, AMERI CAN SLAVERY, AND THE H STORY OF AFRI CAN- AVERI CANS | N
THI' S COUNTRY THAT REFLECT THE CONTRI BUTI ONS OF AFRI CAN- AVERI CANS | N
OVERCOM NG THE BURDENS OF SLAVERY AND I TS VESTI GES AND TO SEEK
VOLUNTEERS VWHO ARE W LLI NG AND ABLE TO PARTI CI PATE | N COMMEMORATI VE
EVENTS THAT W LL ENHANCE STUDENT AWARENESS OF THE SI GNI FI CANCE OF
THE AFRI CAN SLAVE TRADE, AMERI CAN SLAVERY, | TS H STORI CAL | MPACT
AND THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM

(F) TO DEVELOP, | N CONSULTATION WTH THE STATE BOARD COF
EDUCATI ON, CURRI CULUM GUI DELI NES THAT W LL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO
EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT FOR THE TEACHI NG OF | NFORVATI ON ON THE AFRI CAN
SLAVE TRADE, SLAVERY |IN AMERI CA, THE VESTI GES OF SLAVERY IN TH' S
COUNTRY, AND THE CONTRI BUTI ONS OF AFRI CAN- AMERI CANS TO OUR COUNTRY.

(G TO SOLIC T, RECElIVE, AND ACCEPT GRANTS, G FTS, AND
DONATI ONS FOR COWM SSI ON OPERATI ONS AND PROGRAMS AUTHORI ZED UNDER
TH' S SECTI ON

(H TO PREPARE AN ANNUAL REPORT BY MARCH 1 FOR THE GOVERNOR
AND THE LEG SLATURE REGARDI NG | TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS ON
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FACI LI TATI NG THE | NCLUSI ON OF THE AFRI CAN SLAVE TRADE, AMERI CAN
SLAVERY STUDI ES, AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN HI STORY, AND SPECI AL PROGRAMS I N
THE EDUCATI ONAL SYSTEM OF THE STATE.

(11) THE COW SSI ON MAY CALL UPON ANY DEPARTMENT, OFFI CE
DI VI SI ON, OR AGENCY OF THI S STATE, OR OF ANY COUNTY, MJINI Cl PALI TY,
OR SCHOOL DI STRICT OF THE STATE, TO SUPPLY THE DATA, PROGRAM
REPORTS, AND OTHER | NFORMATI ON AND OTHER ASSI STANCE | T CONSI DERS
NECESSARY TO DI SCHARGE | TS RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES UNDER THI S ACT.

(12) THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON SHALL

(A) ASSI ST THE AM STAD COWM SSI ON | N MARKETI NG AND
DI STRI BUTI NG TO EDUCATORS, ADM NI STRATCORS, AND SCHOOL DI STRICTS IN
THE STATE EDUCATI ONAL | NFORVATI ON AND OTHER MATERI ALS ON THE
AFRI CAN SLAVE TRADE, SLAVERY I N AMERI CA, THE VESTI GES OF SLAVERY I N
TH'S COUNTRY, AND THE CONTRI BUTI ONS OF AFRI CAN- AVERI CANS TO OUR
SOC ETY.

(B) CONDUCT AT LEAST 1 TEACHER WORKSHOP ANNUALLY ON THE
AFRI CAN SLAVE TRADE, SLAVERY I N AMERI CA, THE VESTI GES OF SLAVERY I N
THI'S COUNTRY, AND THE CONTRI BUTI ONS OF AFRI CAN- AMERI CANS TO OUR
SOCI ETY.

(©) ASSI ST THE AM STAD COWM SSI ON | N MONI TORI NG THE | NCLUSI ON
OF SLAVERY MATERI ALS AND CURRI CULA I N THE STATE S EDUCATI ONAL
SYSTEM

(D) CONSULT WTH THE AM STAD COWM SSI ON TO DETERM NE WAYS | T
MAY SURVEY, CATALOG AND EXTEND SLAVE TRADE AND AMERI CAN SLAVERY
EDUCATI ON PRESENTLY BEI NG TAUGHT I N THE STATE' S EDUCATI ONAL SYSTEM

06433' 06 Fi nal Page SAT



