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HOUSE BILL No. 6500

September 14, 2006, Introduced by Rep. Shaffer and referred to the Committee on House
Oversight, Elections, and Ethics.

A bill to anend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chi gan el ection | aw, "
by amendi ng sections 632, 633, 634, and 641 (MCL 168. 632, 168. 633,
168. 634, and 168.641), section 634 as anended by 1996 PA 583
andsection 641 as anended by 2005 PA 71

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 632. (1) The governor shall call a special election in
any congressional district of the state in which there has been no
choice for a representative in congress at the general Novenber
el ecti on. ——or—he shall—direetthati+nsuch-case the offiece shatl
befitedatthe next—general—election—

(2) THE SPECI AL ELECTI ON CALLED BY THE GOVERNOR UNDER
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SUBSECTI ON (1) OR THE SPECI AL PRI MARY FOR THAT SPECI AL ELECTI ON
SHALL BE HELD ON THE NEXT REGULAR ELECTI ON DATE AS PROVI DED | N
SECTI ON 641(1) (A) THROUGH (D). |F THE SPECI AL PRI MARY |'S HELD ON
THE NEXT REGULAR ELECTI ON DATE, THE SPECI AL ELECTI ON SHALL BE HELD
NOT LESS THAN 20 DAYS OR MORE THAN 30 DAYS AFTER THE SPECI AL

PRI MARY.

Sec. 633. (1) The governor shall call a special election in
any congressional district of the state when the right of office of
a person elected representative in congress shall cease before the
commrencenent of the term of service for which he OR SHE shall have
been el ected, or whenever a vacancy shall occur in the office of
representative in congress after the termof service has begun for
whi ch —sueh— THE representati ve was el ected. ——er—thegovernor

L i I hal || 1 ed
| . be_held I I : I hal |
oceur—

(2) EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED IN THI S SUBSECTI ON, THE
SPECI AL ELECTI ON CALLED BY THE GOVERNOR UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1) OR THE
SPECI AL PRI MARY FOR THAT SPECI AL ELECTI ON SHALL BE HELD ON THE NEXT
REGULAR ELECTI ON DATE AS PROVI DED I N SECTI ON 641(1) (A THROUGH (D).
I F THE SPECI AL PRI MARY |S HELD ON THE NEXT REGULAR ELECTI ON DATE,
THE SPECI AL ELECTI ON SHALL BE HELD NOT LESS THAN 20 DAYS OR MORE
THAN 30 DAYS AFTER THE SPECI AL PRI MARY. | F THE NEXT REGULAR
ELECTI ON DATE IS LESS THAN 30 DAYS AFTER THE VACANCY OCCURS I N THE
OFFI CE OF REPRESENTATI VE | N CONGRESS, THE SPECI AL PRI MARY OR
SPECI AL ELECTI ON SHALL BE HELD ON THE NEXT REGULAR ELECTI ON DATE
THAT I'S 30 DAYS OR MORE AFTER THE VACANCY OCCURS.
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Sec. 634. (1) Except as otherw se provided in this section,
when a vacancy occurs in the office of senator or representative in
the state legislature, the governor may call a special election in
that senatorial or representative district or direct that the
vacancy be filled at the next general election

(2) EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVIDED IN THI' S SUBSECTION, |IF THE
GOVERNOR CALLS A SPECI AL ELECTI ON PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (1), THE
SPECI AL ELECTI ON OR THE SPECI AL PRI MARY FOR THAT SPECI AL ELECTI ON
SHALL BE HELD ON THE NEXT REGULAR ELECTI ON DATE AS PROVI DED I N
SECTI ON 641(1) (A) THROUGH (D). IF THE SPECI AL PRI MARY | S HELD ON
THE NEXT REGULAR ELECTI ON DATE, THE SPECI AL ELECTI ON SHALL BE HELD
NOT LESS THAN 20 DAYS OR MORE THAN 30 DAYS AFTER THE SPECI AL
PRI MARY. | F THE NEXT REGULAR ELECTI ON DATE IS LESS THAN 30 DAYS
AFTER THE VACANCY OCCURS I N THE OFFI CE OF SENATOR OR REPRESENTATI VE
I N THE STATE LEAQ SLATURE, THE SPECI AL PRI MARY OR SPECI AL ELECTI ON
SHALL BE HELD ON THE NEXT REGULAR ELECTI ON DATE THAT IS 30 DAYS OR
MORE AFTER THE VACANCY OCCURS

(3) 22— If the vacancy occurs after the primary el ection and
before the follow ng general election the governor may direct that
t he vacancy be filled at that election. If the governor directs
that the vacancy be filled at the follow ng general election, the
executive conmttee of the county commttee of each politica
party, if the county conprises 1 or nore representative districts,
or, if the district is conprised of nore than 1 county, then the
executive conmttee of the county commttee of the respective
political parties of each county in the district, may select, by a

majority vote, a candidate for that office, and shall certify the
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name of the candidate to the county board of election comm ssioners
of the county or counties conprising that representative district
within 21 days after the vacancy occurs and at |east 10 days before
t he general election. Upon certification, the candidate certified
shall be the nominee of that party at that general election to fil

t he vacancy for the unexpired termwith the same force and effect
as if the person was nonmnated at a primary election as otherw se
provided in this act. If the ballots for that election have already
been printed before the certification, then the board of el ection
commi ssioners shall cause the nanes of the candidates to be printed
on a separate ballot, which ballot shall be counted, canvassed, and
returned as other ballots cast at that election.

(4) 33— If the governor directs that the vacancy be filled
at the next general election, the secretary of state shall give
notice of that decision simlar to the notice provided for in
section 651.

Sec. 641. (1) Except as otherw se provided in this section and
sections 642 and 642a, begi nning January 1, 2005, an election held
under this act shall be held on 1 of the follow ng regular election
dat es:

(a) The February regular election date, which is the fourth
Tuesday in February.

(b) The May regul ar election date, which is the first Tuesday
after the first Monday in My.

(c) The August regular election date, which is the first
Tuesday after the first Mnday in August.

(d) The Novenber regular election date, which is the first
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Tuesday after the first Mnday in Novenber.

(2) If an elective office is listed by nane in section 643,
requiring the election for that office to be held at the genera
el ection, and if candidates for the office are nomnated at a
primary election, the primary el ection shall be held on the August
regul ar el ection date.

(3) Except as otherw se provided in this subsection and

subsection (4), a special election shall be held on a regul ar

el ection date. A special election called by the —gevernrer—under

the— legislature to submt a proposed constitutional anmendnent as
authorized in section 1 of article Xl of the state constitution of
1963 may, but is not required to be, held on a regular election
date. A SPECI AL ELECTI ON CALLED BY THE GOVERNOR TO FI LL A VACANCY

I N THE OFFI CE OF REPRESENTATI VE | N CONGRESS SHALL BE HELD AS

PROVI DED I N SECTI ON 632 OR 633. A SPECI AL ELECTI ON CALLED BY THE
GOVERNCR TO FI LL A VACANCY I N THE OFFI CE OF SENATOR OR
REPRESENTATI VE | N THE STATE LEG SLATURE SHALL BE HELD AS PROVI DED

I N SECTI ON 634.

(4) A school district may call a special election to subnit a
bal | ot question to borrow noney, increase a mllage, or establish a
bond if an initiative petition is filed with the county clerk. The
petition shall be signed by a nunber of qualified and registered
el ectors of the district equal to not |less than 10% of the el ectors
voting in the | ast gubernatorial election in that district or 3,000
si gnat ures, whichever nunber is |esser. Section 488 applies to a

petition to call a special election for a school district under
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this section. In addition to the requirenents set forth in section
488, the proposed date of the special election shall appear beneath
the petition heading, and the petition shall clearly state the
anount of the millage increase or the anmount of the | oan or bond
sought and the purpose for the mllage increase or the purpose for
the loan or bond. The petition shall be filed with the county clerk
by 4 p.m of the twelfth Tuesday before the proposed date of the
special election. The petition signatures shall be obtained within
60 days before the filing of the petition. Any signatures obtained
nore than 60 days before the filing of the petition are not valid.
If the special election called by the school district is not
schedul ed to be held on a regular election date as provided in
subsection (1), the special election shall be held on a Tuesday. A
special election called by a school district under this subsection
shall not be held within 30 days before or 35 days after a regular
el ection date as provided in subsection (1). A school district may
only call 1 special election pursuant to this subsection in each
cal endar year.

(5) The secretary of state shall nake a report to the house
and senate conmittees that consider election issues by Decenber 1
2006. The secretary of state shall report about the specia
el ecti ons held under this subsection, including, but not limted
to, all of the follow ng:

(a) The nunber of tinmes a special election has been hel d.

(b) Wiich school districts have held special elections.

(c) Information about the success rate of the ball ot question

subm tted at the special elections.
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(d) Information about voter turnout, including the percentage

and nunber of registered voters who voted in each special election.

(6) The secretary of state shal

di rect and supervise the

consolidation of all elections held under this act.

(7) This section shall be known and may be cited as the

"Hanmer strom el ecti on consolidation | aw'
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