HOUSE BILL No. 6503
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HOUSE BILL No. 6503

September 14, 2006, Introduced by Rep. Taub and referred to the Committee on House
Oversight, Elections, and Ethics.

A bill to anend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chi gan el ection | aw, "
by amendi ng sections 744 and 931 (MCL 168. 744 and 168.931), section
744 as anmended by 1995 PA 261 and section 931 as anended by 1996 PA
583, and by addi ng section 736b.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

SEC. 736B. (1) EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N SECTI ON 736A, ON THE DAY
OF AN ELECTI QN, ONLY THE FOLLOWN NG PERSONS SHALL BE ALLOWED TO
ENTER AN ELECTI ON PRECI NCT POLLI NG PLACE:

(A) A QUALI FI ED ELECTOR VOTI NG AT THE ELECTI ON PRECI NCT
POLLI NG PLACE.

(B) AN ELECTI ON OFFI CI AL.

(C© A CHALLENGER WHO I S APPROVED UNDER SECTI ON 731.
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(2) A PERSON WHO VI OLATES THIS SECTION IS GUILTY OF A
M SDEMEANOR

Sec. 744. (1) An election inspector or any other person in
the— A polling room —e+— in a conpartnment connected to —the— A
polling room or —wthin100feetfromanyentrancetothe building
FHa—whi-ch—thepoltingplacei+stocated— | N A CAMPAI G\ FREE ZONE

shal | not persuade or endeavor to persuade a person to vote for or

agai nst any particular candidate or party ticket — or for or

agai nst any ballot question that is being voted on at the election.
A person shall not place or distribute stickers, other than
stickers provided by the election officials pursuant to law, in
the— A polling room —e+— in a conpartnment connected to —the— A
polling room or —-wthinr100feetfromany—entrancetothe bulding
in—which—the polting place istocated— |N A CAMPAI G\ FREE ZONE.

(2) A person shall not solicit donations, gifts,
contributions, purchase of tickets, or simlar demands, —e+
request or obtain signatures on petitions, DI STRIBUTE ANYTHI NG OF
VALUE, OR DI STRACT A VOTER in —t+he— A polling room —e in a
conpartnent connected to —the— A polling room or —-wthin100feet

bui L di . hicl L .
lecated— | N A CAMPAI G\ FREE ZONE

(3) On election day, a person shall not post, display, or
distribute in a polling place, in any hallway used by voters to
enter or exit a polling place, or —wthin100feet—ofan—entrance
to—a—buitding+n—which—apetting placeistocated— | N A CAMPAI G\
FREE ZONE any material that directly or indirectly nakes reference

to an election, a candidate, or a ballot question. This subsection
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does not apply to official material that is required by law to be
post ed, displayed, or distributed in a polling place on el ection
day.

(4) A person who violates this section is guilty of a
m sdeneanor

(5) AN ORGANI ZATI ON SHALL NOT REQUIRE, SOLICIT, INDUCE, OR
| NTI M DATE A PERSON TO VI OLATE SUBSECTION (1), (2), OR (3). AN
ORGANI ZATI ON THAT VI OLATES THI S SUBSECTION | S SUBJECT TO A A VIL
FINE OF NOT MORE THAN $1, 000. 00 FOR EACH VI CLATI ON.

(6) AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON, " CAMPAI G\- FREE ZONE" MEANS THE
AREA WTH N 100 FEET OF AN ENTRANCE TO A BUI LDING IN WHI CH A
POLLI NG PLACE | S LOCATED.

Sec. 931. (1) A person who violates 1 or nore of the follow ng
subdivisions is guilty of a m sdeneanor:

(a) A person shall not, either directly or indirectly, give,
| end, or prom se valuable consideration — to or for any person —
as an inducenent to influence the manner of voting by a person
relative to a candidate or ballot question — or as a reward for
refraining fromvoting.

(b) A person shall not, either before, on, or after an
el ection, for the person's own benefit or on behalf of any other
person, receive, agree, or contract for valuable consideration for
1 or nore of the follow ng:

(1) Voting or agreeing to vote, or inducing or attenpting to
i nduce another to vote, at an el ection.

(i) Refraining or agreeing to refrain, or inducing or

attenpting to induce another to refrain, fromvoting at an
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el ecti on.

(iii) Doing anything prohibited by this act.

(iv) Both distributing absent voter ballot applications to
voters and receiving signed applications fromvoters for delivery
to the appropriate clerk or assistant of the clerk. This
subpar agraph does not apply to an authorized election official.

(c) A person shall not solicit any val uabl e consi deration from
a candidate for nom nation for, or election to, an office described
in this act. This subdivision does not apply to requests for
contributions of noney by or to an authorized representative of the
political party conmmttee of the organization to which the
candi dat e bel ongs. This subdi vi sion does not apply to a regul ar
busi ness transacti on between a candi date and any ot her person that
is not intended for, or connected with, the securing of votes or
the influencing of voters in connection with the nom nation or
el ecti on.

(d) A person shall not, either directly or indirectly,

di scharge or threaten to di scharge an enpl oyee of the person for
t he purpose of influencing the enployee's vote at an el ection.

(e) A priest, pastor, curate, or other officer of a religious

soci ety shall not, for the purpose of influencing a voter at an

el ection, inpose or threaten to i npose upon the voter a penalty of

excomuni cation, dismssal, or expulsion — or conmmand or advise
the voter —— under pain of religious disapproval.

(f) A person shall not hire a notor vehicle or other
conveyance or cause the sanme to be done, for conveying voters,

ot her than voters physically unable to walk, to an el ection.
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(g) In acity, township, village, or school district that has
a board of election conm ssioners authorized to appoi nt ELECTI ON
i nspectors, —ef—eleetton— an ELECTION i nspector, —ef—eleetion— a
clerk, or other election official who accepts an appoi ntnment as an
ELECTI ON i nspect or —ef—eleetion— shall not fail to report at the
polling place designated on election norning at the tine specified
by the board of election conm ssioners, unless excused as provided
in this subdivision. A person who violates this subdivision is
guilty of a m sdeneanor —— punishable by a fine of not nore than
$10. 00 or inprisonment for not nore than 10 days, or both. An
ELECTI ON i nspector, —ef—eleetion— clerk, or other election
of ficial who accepts an appoi ntnment as an ELECTI ON i nspector —ef
eleetion— is excused for failing to report at the polling place on
el ection day and is not subject to a fine or inprisonnment under
this subdivision if 1 or nore of the followi ng requirenents are
nmet :

(1) The ELECTION i nspector, —ef—eleetion,— clerk, or other
el ection official notifies the board of el ection conmm ssioners or
other officers in charge of elections of his or her inability to
serve at the time and place specified, 3 days or nore before the
el ecti on.

(ii)) The ELECTION i nspector, —ef—eleetien,— clerk, or other
el ection official is excused fromduty by the board of el ection
conmmi ssioners or other officers in charge of elections for cause
shown.

(h) A person shall not willfully fail to performa duty

i nposed upon that person by this act —— or di sobey a | awful
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instruction or order of the secretary of state as chief state

el ection officer or of a board of county election conm ssioners,
board of city election conm ssioners, or board of ELECTI ON

i nspectors. —eof—election—

(i) A delegate or menber of a convention shall not solicit a
candi date for nom nation before the convention for noney, reward,
position, place, prefernent, or other valuable consideration in
return for support by the del egate or nenber in the convention. A
candi date or other person shall not prom se or give to a del egate
noney, reward, position, place, prefernent, or other valuable
consideration in return for support by or vote of the delegate in
t he conventi on.

(j) A person elected to the office of delegate to a convention
shall not accept or receive any noney or other val uable
consideration for his or her vote as a del egate.

(k) A person shall not, while the polls are open on an
el ection day, solicit votes in a polling place or —wthin100feet
: he_buildi : hicl Lo I :
lecated— | N A CAMPAI G\ FREE ZONE

() A person shall not keep a roomor building for the purpose,
in whole or in part, of recording or registering bets or wagers —
or of selling pools upon the result of a political nom nation,
appoi ntnent, or election. A person shall not wager property, noney,
or thing of value, or be the custodian of noney, property, or thing
of value —— staked, wagered, or pledged, upon the result of a
political nom nation, appointnent, or election.

(m A person shall not participate in a neeting or a portion
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of a neeting of nore than 2 persons, other than the person's
i mediate famly, at which an absent voter ballot is voted.

(n) A person, other than an authorized election official,
shall not, either directly or indirectly, give, lend, or prom se
any val uabl e consideration to or for a person to induce that person
to both distribute absent voter ballot applications to voters and
recei ve signed absent voter ballot applications fromvoters for
delivery to the appropriate clerk

(O A PERSON SHALL NOT | MPERSONATE I N ANY WAY AN ELECTI ON
OFFI CI AL.

(2) A person who violates a provision of this act for which a
penalty is not otherw se specifically provided in this act — is
guilty of a m sdeneanor.

(3) A person or a person's agent who know ngly makes,
publ i shes, dissem nates, circulates, or places before the public,
or know ngly causes directly or indirectly to be made, publi shed,
di ssem nated, circulated, or placed before the public, in this
state, either orally or in witing, an assertion, representation
or statenment of fact concerning a candidate for public office at an
el ection in this state, that is false, deceptive, scurrilous, or
mal i ci ous, wi thout the true nanme of the author being subscribed to
the assertion, representation, or statenent if witten, or
announced if unwitten, is guilty of a m sdeneanor.

(4) As used in this section: —“valuable

(A "CAMPAI G\ FREE ZONE" MEANS THE AREA W THIN 100 FEET OF AN
ENTRANCE TO A BUI LDING IN WHI CH A POLLI NG PLACE IS LOCATED

(B) "VALUABLE consideration" includes, but is not limted to,
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1 noney, property, a gift, a prize or chance for a prize, a fee, a

2 loan, an office, a position, an appointnent, or enploynent.

06088' 06 Fi nal Page STM



