
 
 
 

HOUSE  STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON 
AGRICULTURE 

 
307 House Office Building                     Wednesday 12:00 P.M.               March 4, 2009 
 
Representative Mike Simpson, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Simpson requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present: Representatives Simpson, Huckleberry, Barnett, Haase, Mayes, Nerat, Valentine, 
Tyler, Daley, Hansen and Kurtz. 

 Absent:  None. 
 
Representative Valentine moved to approve the minutes of the February 25, 2009 meeting, 
February 26, 2009 meeting and February 27, 2009 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4116 and SB 134 before the committee. 
 
HB 4116 Terry Brown Agriculture; other; technology preference; clarify, and eliminate loan 

function. 
 
SB 134 Van Woerkom Agriculture; other; technology preference; clarify, and eliminate loan 

function. 
 
Jeff Cobb, representing Senator Van Woerkom's office, explained SB 134 to the committee 
members. 
 
Larry Watterworth, from Representative Terry Brown's office, explained HB 4116 to the 
committee. 
 
The following testified in support of HB 4116 and SB 134. 
 
Michael Janowicz, representing the Cooperative Elevator Company (Pigeon, MI) 
Dave Armstrong, representing the Greenstone Farm Credit Service (East Lansing, MI) 
Tonia Ritter, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau (Lansing, MI) 
Larry Julian, representing the Julian, Vail LLC (Lansing, MI) 
Dan Lennon, representing the Michigan Turkey Producers (Grand Rapids, MI) 
Tim Rokosz, representing the Michigan Sugar Company (Bay City, MI) 



Mitch Irwin, representing the Michigan Agri-Business Association (East Lansing, MI) 
Nancy Nyquist, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture (Lansing, MI) 
 
Mike DiBernardo, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture, explained the 
Michigan's Agriculture Industry 2008 Ag-Innovation Grants program. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 12:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Mike Simpson, Chair                           Dave Mead 

Committee Clerk 
March 4, 2009 

________________________________    50 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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