
 
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE  ON 
AGRICULTURE 

 
307 House Office Building                     Wednesday 12:00 P.M.               March 17, 2010 
 
Representative Mike Huckleberry, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Huckleberry requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the 
appointed committee members: 
 

Present: Representatives Huckleberry, Barnett, Griffin, Haase, Nerat, Valentine, Tyler, Daley, 
Hansen and Kurtz. 

 Absent/Excused:  Representative Mayes. 
 

Representative Daley moved to excuse the absent member.   
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Haase moved to approve the minutes of the March 3, 2010 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair, Representative Huckleberry, proceeded with the business of the committee by 
introducing Jim Byrum, representing the Michigan Agri-Business Association. Mr. Byrum gave 
the committee an update on Michigan Agricultural. 
 
Mr. Byrum introduced the following guest, who in turn explained their companies/ associations 
relationship to Michigan Agricultural. 
 
David Geers, representing the Michigan Agricultural Commodities (featuring grain handling and  
 processing) 
Ray VanDriessche, representing the Michigan Sugar Company (featuring sugar) 
Pat Anderson, representing the Cooperative Elevator Company (featuring their organization and  
 agronomy) 
Harvey Sietsema, representing the Sietsema Farms (featuring turkeys and pork) 
Joe Cramer, representing the Star of the West Milling (featuring dry beans and white wheat) 
Michael McCracher, representing the Harvey's Farm Solutions (Feed, development and agronomy) 
Beth Westemeyer, representing the Zeeland Farm Services (featuring soybean processing) 
Ken Nobis, representing the Michigan Milk Producers Association (featuring the dairy industry) 
Dave Armstrong, representing the Greenstone Farm Credit (featuring an overview of the financial 
 situation of Michigan Agriculture) 
 



There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 1:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Mike Huckleberry, Chair                      Dave Mead 
                                                                                                                   Committee Clerk 
                                                                                                                   March 17, 2010 
________________________________           80 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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