HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE

307 House Office Building Wednesday 12:00 P.M. April 29, 2009

Representative Mike Simpson, Chair, called the meeting to order.

Representative Simpson requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed
committee members:

Present: Representatives Simpson, Huckleberry, Barnett, Haase, Mayes, Nerat, Vaentine,
Tyler, Daley, Hansen and Kurtz.
Absent: None.

Representative Kurtz moved to approve the minutes of the Mar ch 25, 2009 meeting.
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

The Chair, Representative Simpson, proceeded with the business of the committee by
introducing James Johnson, Division Director (Environmental Stewardship Division) Michigan
Department of Agriculture (MDA) and Janice Wilford, Program Manager (Michigan
Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program) MDA. Mr. Johnson and Ms. Wilford gave
committee members a presentation on the Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance
Program (MAEAP). Questions and discussion followed.

Mr. Johnson and Ms. Wilford a so submitted written material.

The Chair, Representative Simpson, introduced M att Semgo, representing the Michigan Farm
Bureau. Mr. Semgo gave the committee members an overview of the verification process for
(MAEAP). Mr. Semgo introduced Catherine Genovese, a Christmas Tree Farm operator. Ms,
Genovese explained how the MAEAP program works on her tree farm. Mr. Semgo also
introduced David Cheney from Cheney Farms. Mr. Cheney explained how the MAEAP works
on aHog farm. Questions and discussion followed. Mr. Semgo also submitted written material.

Gayle Miller, representing the Sierra Club of Michigan, explained a question she had submitted
to the committee and Department of Agriculture regarding the MAEAP. Mr. Johnson and Ms.
Wilford addressed the Sierra Club question. Questions and discussion followed.

There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting,
the time being 1:20 p.m.



Dave Mead
Committee Clerk
April 29, 2009
80 minutes

Representative Mike Simpson, Chair

Date Approved and Signed
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