
 
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE  ON 
AGRICULTURE 

 
307 House Office Building                     Wednesday 12:00 P.M.               May 5, 2010 
 
Representative Mike Huckleberry, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Huckleberry requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present: Representatives Huckleberry, Mayes, Barnett, Haase, Nerat, Valentine, Tyler, Daley  and 
Kurtz. 

 Absent/Excused:  Representatives Griffin and Hansen. 
 

Representative Barnett moved to excuse the absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Haase moved to approve the minutes of the April 28, 2010 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5280 and 5837 before the committee. 
 
HB 5280 Proos Food; other; sale of certain foods produced by a cottage food operation; 

allow under certain circumstances. 
 
HB 5837 Byrnes Food; other; sale of certain foods produced by a cottage food operation; 

allow. 
 
Representative Proos explained HB 5280 to the committee. Questions and discussion  
followed. 
 
Representative Byrnes explained HB 5837 to the committee. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following testified indicating support for HB 5280 and 5837. 
 
Gina Yacobozzi, representing the St. Joseph Farmer's Market 
Vedette Cordes, representing the St. Joseph Farmer's Market 
Amanda Maria Edmonds, representing the Growing Hope 
Nancy Nyquist, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture 
Kevin Besey, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture 
Tonia Ritter, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
Donna McClurkan, representing the Kalamazoo Farmers Market 
Laura Jeanne Kehn, representing the Frankenmuth Farmers Market  
Chris Bedford, representing the Center for Economic Security 



 
Larry Julian, representing the Michigan Farm Market Agri-Tourism Association, submitted a testimony  
card indicating support for HB 5280 and HB 5837 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Dru Montri, representing the Michigan Farmers Market Association, submitted a testimony card  
indicating a neutral position on HB 5280 and HB 5837 but did not wish to speak. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5843 before the committee. 
 
HB 5843 Barnett Food; other; license requirement for hobbykeepers to sell honey; provide 

exemption. 
 
Representative Barnett explained her bill to the committee.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Bill Sirr (Bee Keeper), testified in support of HB 5843. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for HB 5843 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Donna Holly, representing the Bee Keepers 
Dennis M. Holly, representing the Bee Keepers 
Jerry Catana, representing the Bee Keepers 
Nancy Nyquist, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture 
James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council 
 
The following submitted written comments on HB 5280, HB 5837 and HB 5843 
 
Nicole Zahm, representing the Greening of Detroit 
Dru Montri, representing the Michigan Farmers Market Association 
Amanda Maria Edmonds, representing the Growing Hope 
Tim Fischer, representing the Michigan Environmental Council 
Kim Bayer, representing the Slow Food Huron Valley 
Lj Safford Kehn, representing the Frankenmuth Farmers Market  
Gina Yacobozzi, representing herself 
Vedette Jean Palis Cordes, representing Palis Fruit Farm 
Emily Lah, representing herself 
Donna McClurkan, representing herself 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the time 
being 1:18 p.m. 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Mike Huckleberry, Chair                   Dave Mead 
                                                                                                           Committee Clerk 
                                                                                                            May 5, 2010 
________________________________       48 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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