HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE

307 House Office Building Wednesday 12:00 P.M. June 24, 2009

Representative Mike Simpson, Chair, called the meeting to order.

Representative Simpson requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed
committee members:

Present: Representatives Simpson, Huckleberry, Barnett, Haase, Mayes, Nerat, Vaentine,
Tyler, Daley, Hansen and Kurtz.

Absent: None.
Representative Kurtz moved to approve the minutes of the June 17, 2009 meeting.
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

The Chair laid HB 5127 and HB 5128 before the committee.

HB 5127 Simpson Agriculture; animals; regulation of livestock animal health and
welfare; provide for.

HB 5128 Mayes Agriculture; animals; animal care advisory council; create.

Representative Simpson and Representative Mayes explained HB 5127 and HB 5128 to the
committee. Questions and discussion followed.

The following testified indicating opposition to HB 5127 and HB 5128. Questions and discussion
followed each testifier.

James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council
Gayle Miller, representing the Sierra Club (Michigan Chapter) also written material
Jill Fritz, representing the Humane Society of the United States, also written material

The following testified indicating support for HB 5127 and HB 5128. Questions and discussion
followed each testifier.

Nancy Nyquist, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture
Dr. Steve Halstead DV M, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture
George Carr, representing the Michigan Veterinary Medical Association



The following submitted testimony cards but did not get to speak and were invited back.

Janice Swanson, representing the Michigan GAAMP's at MSU//Farm Animal Care Chairperson
Larry Julian, representing the Michigan Equine Partnership/Michigan Standard Bred Breeders
ToniaRitter & Ernie Birchmeier, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau

Dennis DeY oung, representing the Michigan Pork Producers A ssociation

The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for HB 5127 and HB 5128 but did
not wish to spesk.

Val Vail-Shirey, representing the Michigan Great Lakes International

Cliff Meeuwsen, representing the Zeeland Farm Services, Inc

Peter Lemmer, representing the GreenStone Farm Credit Services

Jim Nowak, representing the GreenStone Farm Credit Services

Mitch Irwin, representing the Michigan Agri-Business Association

Garry Wiley, representing the Michigan Cattlemen's Association (written material)
Kathleen Hawkins, representing the Michigan Cattlemen's Association

Hank Choate, representing himself

Charles Courtade, representing the Dairy Farmers of America

Mary Kelpinski, representing the Michigan Pork Producers Association

Kim Rhead, representing the Michigan Agri-Business Association

James Byrum, representing the Michigan Agri-Business Association

E. J. Brown, representing the Michigan Association of Fairs and Exhibitions

Larry Julian, representing the Michigan Soybean Association and Michigan Corn Growers

The following submitted written testimony.

Michigan Milk Producers Association
Humane Society of the United States

Farm Sanctuary Animals Society

Michigan Cattlemen's Association

State Bar of Michigan (Animal Law Section)
Michigan Farmers Union

Sierra Club (Michigan Chapter)

There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting,
thetime being 1:40 p.m.

Representative Mike Simpson, Chair Dave Mead
Committee Clerk
June 24, 2009
100 minutes

Date Approved and Signed
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