
 
 
 

HOUSE  STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON 
AGRICULTURE 

 
307 House Office Building                     Thursday 9:00 A.M.               June 25, 2009 
 
Representative Mike Simpson, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Simpson requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present: Representatives Simpson, Huckleberry, Barnett, Haase, Mayes, Nerat, Valentine, 
Tyler, Daley and Kurtz. 

 Absent:  Representative Hansen. 
 

Representative Daley moved to excuse the absent member.   
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Haase moved to approve the minutes of the June 24, 2009 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5127 and HB 5128 before the committee. 
 
HB 5127 Simpson Agriculture; animals; regulation of livestock animal health and 

welfare; provide for. 
 
HB 5128 Mayes Agriculture; animals; animal care advisory council; create. 
 
Jill Fritz, representing the Humane Society of the United States testified indicating opposition to 
HB 5127 and HB 5128. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following testified indicating support for HB 5127 and HB 5128. 
 
George House, representing the Michigan Allied Poultry Industries (also written material) 
Janice Swanson, representing the Michigan GAAMP's at MSU//farm animal care chairperson 
Larry Julian, representing the Michigan Equine Partnership/Michigan Standard Bred Breeders 
Tonia Ritter & Ernie Birchmeier, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
David Cheney, representing the Michigan Pork Producers Association 
Al W. Stinson DMV, representing himself  
 



David Bertram and Bill Anderson had questions on HB 5127 and HB 5128. 
 
Al W. Stinson, DVM, representing the Michigan Association Pure Bred Dogs and Michigan 
Hunting Dog Federation, testified indicating a neutral position on HB 5127 and HB 5128. 
 
Dave Armstrong, representing GreenStone Farm Credit Services, submitted a testimony card 
indicating support for HB 5127 and HB 5128 but did not wish to speak. 
 
The following submitted written testimony. 
 
State Bar of Michigan (Animal Law Section) 
Sierra Club (Michigan Chapter) 
Michigan Allied Poultry Industries 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 11:10 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Mike Simpson, Chair                           Dave Mead 

Committee Clerk 
June 25, 2009 

________________________________    130 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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