
 
 
 

HOUSE  STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON 
AGRICULTURE 

 
307 House Office Building                     Thursday 9:00 A.M.               July 30, 2009 
 
Representative Mike Simpson, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Simpson requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present: Representatives Simpson, Huckleberry, Barnett, Haase, Mayes, Nerat, Valentine, 
Tyler, Daley, Hansen and Kurtz. 

 Absent:  None. 
 
Representative Daley moved to approve the minutes of the June 25, 2009 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair, Representative Simpson, placed the committee at ease the time being 9:20 a.m. 
 
The Chair, Representative Simpson, called the meeting back to order at 9:47 a.m. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4158 before the committee. 
 
HB 4158 Mayes Land use; farmland and open space; expiration or relinquishment of 

development rights agreement; modify lien payment. 
 
Representative Mayes explained his bill to the committee members. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
The following testified indicating support for HB 4158. 
 
Dr. Rich Harlow and Nancy Nyquist representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture 
Rebecca Park, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
Katherine Kahl, representing the Heart of the Lakes Center for Land Conservation Policy 
 
The Chair, Representative Simpson, placed the committee at ease the time being 10:06 a.m. 
 
The Chair, Representative Simpson, called the meeting back to order at 10:11 a.m. 
 
Representative Haase moved to adopt substitute H-1 for HB 4158. 



 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Simpson, Huckleberry, Barnett, Haase, Mayes, Nerat, Valentine, Tyler, 
Daley, Hansen and Kurtz,  
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 

 
Representative Daley moved to adopt the following amendments to HB 4158 substitute H-1. 
 
 1. Amend page 5, line 7, after "FROM" by striking out "JULY" and inserting 
"OCTOBER". 
 
 2. Amend page 5, line 8, by striking out "SEPTEMBER 30" and inserting 
"DECEMBER 31". 
 
 3. Amend page 5, line 10, after "FROM" by striking out "OCTOBER 1, 2009" and 
inserting "January 1, 2010". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Simpson, Huckleberry, Barnett, Haase, Mayes, Nerat, Valentine, Tyler, 
Daley, Hansen and Kurtz,  
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair, Representative Simpson, proceeded with the business of the committee by laying HB 
5127 and HB 5128 before the committee. 
 
HB 5127 Simpson Agriculture; animals; regulation of livestock animal health and 

welfare; provide for. 
 
HB 5128 Mayes Agriculture; animals; animal care advisory council; create. 
 
Representative Hansen moved to adopt substitute H-1 for HB 5127. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-2-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Simpson, Huckleberry, Haase, Mayes, Nerat, Tyler, Daley, Hansen and 
Kurtz,  
 Nays: Representatives Barnett and Valentine, 
 Pass: None. 



 
Representative Hansen moved to adopt substitute H-1 for HB 5128. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-2-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Simpson, Huckleberry, Haase, Mayes, Nerat, Tyler, Daley, Hansen and 
Kurtz,  
 Nays: Representatives Barnett and Valentine, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Simpson and Representative Mayes explained changes made in substitutes for HB 
5127 and HB 5128. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The Vice-Chair, Representative Huckleberry assumed the chair, the time being 10:25 a.m. 
 
Dr. Sandra Nordmark, representing the Michigan Farmers Union, testified in opposition to HB 
5127 and HB 5128. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The Chair, Representative Simpson assumed the gavel, the time being 10:35 a.m. 
 
The following testified indicating opposition to HB 5127 and HB 5128. Questions and discussion 
followed each testifier. 
 
David Favre, representing the MSU College of Law 
Susan Harley, representing the Clean Water Action group 
Dr. Edward Lorenz, representing himself 
Gayle Miller, representing the Sierra Club (Michigan Chapter) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating opposition to HB 5127 and HB 5128 but did 
not wish to speak. 
 
Rev. Charles Morris, representing the Michigan Catholic Rural Life Coalition 
William McMulllin, representing himself 
Bill Kirk, representing the Michigan League of Conservation Voters 
Anna Scott, representing the Animal Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan  
Donna McClurkan, representing the Fair Food Matters 
Jill Fritz, representing the Humane Society of the United States 
Susanne Klein, representing the Michigan Land Trustees 
Rory Neuner, representing the Michigan Environmental Council 
Mike Shriberg, representing the Ecology Center 
 
The following testified indicating support for HB 5127 and HB 5128. Questions and discussion 
followed each testifier. 
 



Tracy Petzke, representing the MSU CVM Class of 2011 
Nancy Nyquist, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture 
Dr. Steve Halstead DVM, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture 
Jim Spink, representing himself 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support but did not speak. 
 
Tonia Ritter, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
Al W. Stinson DMV, representing the Michigan Association of Purebred Dogs and Michigan 
 Hunting Dog Federation. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for HB 5127 and HB 5128 but did 
not wish to speak. 
 
Larry Julian, representing the Michigan Soybean Association and Michigan Corn Growers 
David Nyberg, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs 
Val Vail-Shirey, representing the Michigan Great Lakes International 
Mitch Irwin, representing the Michigan Agri-Business Association 
James Byrum, representing the Michigan Agri-Business Association 
Lisa McGraw, representing the Michigan Press Association 
Ken Nobis, representing the Michigan Milk Producers Association 
Sam Hines, representing the Michigan Pork Producers Association 
Andy Kok, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
Wayne Wood, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
Aaron Rile, representing the Michigan Great Lakes INTL 
 
David Bertram, representing the Michigan Townships Association, submitted a testimony card 
indicating a neutral position on HB 5127 and HB 5128. 
 
The following submitted written testimony. 
 
Humane Society of the United States 
Michigan Farmers Union 
Sierra Club (Michigan Chapter) 
American Humane Certified Farm Animal Welfare Program 
Edward Lorenz 
Michigan Farmers Union 
Michigan Land Use Institute 
Donna McClurkan 
 
Representative Hansen moved to report out HB 5127 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 7-1-3.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 



Yeas: Representatives Simpson, Huckleberry, Mayes, Tyler, Daley, Hansen and Kurtz,  
 Nays: Representative Barnett, 
 Pass: Representatives Haase, Nerat and Valentine. 
 

HB 5127 reported out as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
Representative Daley moved to report out HB 5128 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 7-1-3.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Simpson, Huckleberry, Mayes, Tyler, Daley, Hansen and Kurtz,  
 Nays: Representative Barnett, 
 Pass: Representatives Haase, Nerat and Valentine. 
 

HB 5128 reported out as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 

There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 12:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Mike Simpson, Chair                           Dave Mead 

Committee Clerk 
July 30, 2009 

________________________________    230 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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