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Testimony of The Animals and Society Institute
Presented to the Michigan House Agriculture Committee
In Opposition to H.B. 5127 & H.B. 5128, June 24, 2009

The Animals and Society Institute is an independent research and educational
organization located in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Our mission is to advance animal issues in
public policy and promote the study of human-animal relationships.

The ASI is opposed to the proposed legislation, both on procedural and substantive
grounds, and urges the committee to vote no on both bills.

Our procedural objections are based on the fact that a bill introduced one day, with a
committee hearing scheduled for the following day, does not give sufficient time to
review and consider the implications, particularly when the subject matter is complex.

More importantly, we object to the provisions of the bills because they exclusively

promote the interests of agribusiness and:

* Codify existing factory farming (CAFO) practices which have a negative impact on
human health, the environment as well as the animals

¢ Preempt local standards in communities which have adopted stricter guidelines in
response to citizens’ concerns about the effects of unfettered factory farming

The manner in which the food consumed by Michigan citizens is produced is a matter of
increasing concern, and the legislature abdicates its responsibility when it fails to
consider the public policy implications of continuing the current system of self-regulation
of animal agriculture standards and allowing powerful economic interests to drown out
the voices of Michigan citizens, and indeed, small farmers (the most recent Task Force
Committee charged with development and review of GAAMPS for farmed animals
estimated approximately 50,000 farms in the state).

The Animals and Society Institute has published The Animals’ Platform, a blueprint that
can be used at the local, state and national level to promote new and stricter animal
protection legislation and policy. Our Animals in Agriculture platform makes the
following points about factory farming practices, and paints a picture of a complex set of
issues. The bills under review simply do not consider the implications of the following:
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