


Studies Program, has described globally the practice of powerful global interests - such as the many
foreign agricultural interests behind this legislation — dominating rural family farmers. However, he
has given most of his attention to farmers in the developing world. What is distressing in the case of
this legislation is it is being imposed on family farmers and rural communities in the world's greatest
democracy. The only thing of value in these bills is that they prove the accuracy of Lowi's prediction in
1969 that the special interest process threatened the very legitimacy of government.

I must add one more set of facts to challenge the economic arguments of the supporters of agricultural
industrialists. They will say you must allow them to implement their preferred processes because it is
the only way to have agriculture survive and feed the hungry. In fact, the processes they propose to use
are both unsustainable, have distorted global food prices, and directly undermine the economic viability
of rural Michigan (and other rural regions of the U.S.). John Ikerd, Professor of Agricultural
Economics at the University of Missouri has documented this process well in a number of studies. Go
to any of our rural communities and what do you find - abandoned houses, shuttered schools, and
declining “Main Streets?” Why is there this decline in the midst of the “progress” promised by the
industrial agriculturalists? It is because their methods pass costs to others, while they reap the profits.
They don't bring wealth or other benefits to rural Michigan. They are purely extractive. Allegedly,
they don't even employ documented workers for the few jobs they “create” exploiting their animals
[animal units]. Worse they lobby heavily for breaks from the regulations they fear through the creation
of ‘regulation’ through special interest controlled ‘advisory councils’ and secrecy.

There is no justification for this legislation. It is neither good agricultural policy nor good civic policy.
Please oppose H.B. 5127 and H.B. 5128. I thank you for your time and attention.
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