
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON 

APPROPRIATIONS   
 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009                        10:00 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 
 
The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chair, 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. 
 
The invocation was offered by Reverend Robert Dean, Superientendent of the Church of God in 
Christ. 
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, 
Durhal, Espinoza, Gregory, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, 
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, 
Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent: Representative Gonzales and Jackson. 
 
Opening remarks were made by Chairman Cushingberry. 
 
Representative Durhal moved to adopt the minutes of the meetings held on March 25 and March 
31, April 1 and April 2, and May 5, 2009. Representative Hammel supported the motion.  
Without objection the minutes were adopted. 
 
The following agencies/individuals testified before the committee in opposition to the previously 
proposed cuts contained in Executive Order 2009-22: 
 
Sara M. Duris and Carrie Collins representing Alzheimer’s Association, Southfield.  
Dr. Rochelle Habeck, representing ISAAC (Interfaith Strategy for Advocacy and Action in 
Community), Kalamazoo.  
Felicia Wasson, representing AARP, Lansing.  
Andrew Farmer, representing Long Term Care Support and Services 
Jack Kresnak, representing Michigan's Children  
Bonnie Northoff, representing the Michigan Dental Hygienist Association, Okemos 
Roanne Cheney, representing the Michigan Disability Rights Coalition  
Margaret Birch, representing Long Term Care, Detroit 
Russell Brown, representing Detroit 
Rae Bower, representing Disability Advocates of Kent County  
Kino Smith, representing Long Term Connection  
K.P. Pelleran, representing Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, Lansing 
George Hanley, representing Disability Rights Coalition and the Developmentally Disabilities 
Council   
Clark Goodrich, representing individuals, Kentwood  
Anne Domanski, representing individuals, Grand Rapids 
Nabiha Rizk, representing Detroit Wayne County Long Term Care Connection 



John Altena, representing Southwest Michigan Long Term Care 
Julie Weckel,  representing Southwest Michigan Long Term Care 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards not wishing to speak before the committee 
on Executive Order 2009-22: 
   
Alison E. Hirschel, representing Michigan Advocacy Project and Michigan Campaign for 
Quality Care, Lansing. Ms. Alison also submitted written testimony. 
Marge Buehner, representing the Michigan Dental Hygienist Association, Westland. 
Betsy Southern, representing PA 161 Program Smiles on Wheels, Jackson  
John Altena, representing Southwest Michigan Longterm Care Connection, St. Joseph 
 
The following written testimony was also submitted to the committee on proposed cuts contained 
in Executive order 2009-22: 
 
Daniel Martin, representing Seniors to Protest Loss of Caring Lifeline in State Capitol  
Long Term Care Connections 
Anne Domanski , Grand Rapids 
Clark Goodrich, Kentwood  
Southwest Long Term Care Connections Agency  
Gerald L. Tillman, Jr. representing the Southwest Michigan Long Term Care Connections 
Agency  
 
There being no further business before the committee, seeing no objection the committee 
meeting adjourned the time being 12:00 p.m. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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