
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
APPROPRIATIONS   

 
Thursday, June 25, 2009                        10:00 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 

 
The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chair, 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. 
 
The invocation was offered by Reverend Robert Dean, Superientendent of the Church of God in 
Christ. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry made opening remarks to the Committee.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to SB 237:  
 
SB 237  (Brown) Appropriations; zero budget; department of agriculture; provide for 
fiscal year 2009-2010. 
 
Opening remarks on the bill were made by Representative Espinoza.         
      
Bill Hamilton, Senior Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, answered further questions on 
the bill.  
 
Representative Espinoza moved to adopt a substitute H-1 Draft 1 to SB 237. 
 
Representative Terry Brown supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 30-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith,  Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, 
Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
 Representative Espinoza offered the following amendments to SB 237 H-1 Draft 1: 
  
1. Amend page 5, line 3, by striking "12,739,600" and inserting "$12,639,600". 
 
2. Amend page 5, line 11, by striking "3,474,300" and inserting "$2,974,300". 
 
3. Amend page 5, line 12, by striking "8,530,000" and inserting "$8,930,000". 



 
4. Amend page 8, following line 14, by inserting "interdepartmental grants: 
IDG from MDELEG $400,000" 
 
5. Amend page 8, line 21, by striking "1,057,900" and inserting"$657,900". 
 
and amending the subtotals, totals, and section 201 accordingly . 
 
Representative Spade supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 19-10-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith,  Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib.  
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Caul, Genetski, Green,  Haines, Hildenbrand, Proos, 
Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
PASS:  Representatives Booher and Lori. 
 
Representative Espinoza offered the following amendment to SB 237 H-1 Draft 1.  
 
 1.  Amend page, 14, following line 11 by inserting:  
 
"Sec. 215. From the funds appropriated in part 1, the department shall use an amount not to 
exceed $10,000 to develop, post, and maintain, on a publicly accessible Internet site, all 
expenditures made by the agency within a fiscal year. The posting must include the purpose for 
which each expenditure is made. The department shall not be required to hire additional 
employees to comply with this section.". 
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 31-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith,  Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green,  Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, 
Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Moss offered the following amendment to SB 237 H-1 Draft 1.  
 
 1. Amend page 19, following line 20, by inserting  
 



"SEC 238.  (1) From the funds appropriated in part 1, the department shall develop, post, and 
maintain on a user friendly and publicly accessible internet site, all expenditures made by the 
agency within a fiscal year.  The posting must include the purpose for which each expenditure is 
made. Funds appropriated in part 1 from the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
shall also be included on a publicly accessible website maintained by the Michigan economic 
recovery office.  The department shall not provide financial information on its website under this 
section if doing so would violate a federal or state law, rule, regulation, or guideline that 
establishes privacy or security standards applicable to that section.".   
 
Representative Booher supported the motion. 
 
The motion failed by a vote of 12-19-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Booher offered the following amendment to SB 237 H-1 Draft 1. 
 
 1. Amend page 19, following line 20, by inserting  
"Sec. 238.  On a bimonthly basis, the department shall report on the number of FTEs in pay 
status by civil service classification to the house and senate appropriations subcommittees on 
agriculture and the house and senate fiscal agencies.". 
 
Representative Moss supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 31-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith,  Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green,  Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, 
Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Booher offered the following amendments to SB 237 H-1 Draft 1 
 
1.  Amend page 3, line 3, by striking "3,474,300" and inserting "$2,728,300". 
 
2.  Amend page 5, line 11, by striking "3,474,300" and inserting "$2,728,300". 
 



and amending the subtotals, totals, and section 201 accordingly. 
 
Representative Moss supported the motion. 
 
The motion failed by a vote of 12-18-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Espinoza moved to report SB 237 with recommendation as substituted H-1 Draft 
1 as substituted H-1. 
 
Representative Lahti supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 20-7-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Smith, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Lori. 
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, and Rogers. 
PASS: Representatives Booher, Caul, Proos and Schuitmaker. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to SB 250:  
 
SB 250  (Garcia) Appropriations; zero budget; department of military and veterans 
affairs; provide for fiscal year 2009-2010. 
 
Opening remarks on the bill were made by Representative LeBlanc.         
      
Vice-Chairman Hammel assumed the Chair.  
 
Jan Wisniewski, Senior Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, answered further questions 
on the bill.  
 
Joel Wortley, Chief Financial Officer for the  Department of Military and Veteran Affairs, was 
recognized for questions. 
 
Representative Leblanc moved to adopt a substitute H-1 Draft A to SB 250. 
 
Representative Bauer supported the motion. 
 



Chairman Cushingberry resumed the Chair.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 29-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith,  Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, 
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
 Representative Genetski  offered the following amendment to SB 250 H-1 Draft A.  
 
1.  Amend page 17, following line 16, by inserting:  
“Sec. 238.  (1) It is the intent of the legislature that any federal dollars appropriated in part 1 
from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, Public Law 11-5 shall not be 
included in the base funding for any program but will be maintained in separate line items.   
 
(2) In Addition to the funds appropriated in part 1, any additional federal funding awarded to 
Michigan through recalculation of formulas and under the redistribution provisions of the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, Public Law 11-5 shall also be allocated in 
separate line items and will not be included in base funding for any program.”. 
 
Representative Moss supported the motion.  
 
The motion failed by a vote of 12-19-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Booher offered the following amendment to SB 250 H-1 Draft A.  
 
 1. Amend page 17, following line 16, by inserting  
"Sec. 237.  On a bimonthly basis, the department shall report on the number of FTEs in pay 
status by civil service classification to the house and senate appropriations subcommittee on 
military and veterans affairs and the house and senate fiscal agencies.". 
 
Representative Moss supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 31-0-0. 
 



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith,  Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green,  Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, 
Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Moss  offered the following amendment to SB 250 H-1 Draft A.  
 
 1. Amend page 17, following line 16, by inserting  
 
"Sec. 236. (1) From the funds appropriated in part 1, the department shall develop, post, and 
maintain on a user friendly and publicly accessible internet site, all expenditures made by the 
agency within a fiscal year.  The posting must include the purpose for which each expenditure is 
made.  Funds appropriated in part 1 from the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
shall also be included on a publicly accessible website maintained by the Michigan economic 
recovery office.  The department shall not provide financial information on its website under this 
section if doing so would violate a federal or state law, rule, regulation, or guideline that 
establishes privacy or security standards applicable to that section.".   
 
Representative Booher supported the motion.  
 
The motion failed by a vote of 12-19-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative LeBlanc offered the following amendment to SB 250 H-1 Draft A.  
 
 1. Amend page 17, following line 16, by inserting  
"Sec. 236. From the funds appropriated in part 1, the department shall use an amount not to 
exceed $10,000 to develop, post, and maintain, on a publicly accessible Internet site, all 
expenditures made by the agency within a fiscal year.  The posting must include the purpose for 
which each expenditure is made.  The department shall not be required to hire additional 
employees to comply with this section.". 
 
Representative Bauer supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 31-0-0. 
 



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith,  Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green,  Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, 
Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative LeBlanc moved to report SB 250 with recommendation as substituted H-1 Draft 
A as substituted H-1. 
 
Representative Smith supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 19-5-7. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Jackson, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Smith, Switalski, 
Tlaib, Green. 
NAYS: Representatives Booher, Caul, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos. 
PASS: Representatives Lahti, Moss, Agema, Genetski, Haines, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to SB 248:  
 
SB 248  (Hardiman) Appropriations; zero budget; department of human services; 
provide for fiscal year 2009-2010. 
 
Vice-Chairman Hammel resumed the chair and recognized Representative Spade for opening 
remarks on the bill.  
 
Representative Spade moved to adopt a substitute H-4 to SB 248. 
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry resumed the chair. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 31-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, 
Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 



Representative Spade moved to report SB 248 with recommendation as substitute H-4. 
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 19-12-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith,  Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib.  
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema,  Booher Caul, Genetski, Green,  Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
PASS:  None. 
 
The committee stood at ease at 12:30 p.m. at the call of the chair.  
 
There being no further business before the committee, the committee meeting adjourned the time 
being 11:59 a.m. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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