
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
APPROPRIATIONS   

 
Wednesday, June 30, 2010                        11:30 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 

 
The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chair, 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. 
 
The invocation was offered by Reverend Robert Dean, Superientendent of the Church of God in 
Christ. 
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, 
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, 
Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent: Representatives Bennett, and Espinoza. 
 
The Chairman proceeded to HB 5742: 
 
HB 5742 LeBlanc Transportation; school vehicles; school district inspection of 

school buses based on certification of school bus mechanics by the 
state police; revise. 

 
Representative LeBlanc was recognized for opening remarks on the bill. 
 
Jan Wisniewski, Senior Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized.  
 
Testimony cards were submitted by the following individuals:  
 
Paul Wegemeyer submitted a testimony card representing the Michigan Association of Pupil 
Transportation who spoke in support of the bill. 
 
Chris Hawkins, representing the Michigan State Police, in support of the bill and answered 
questions. 
 
Representative LeBlanc moved to adopt substitute H-1 to HB 5742. 
 
Representative Brown supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 26-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 



Gregory, Lahti,  LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, 
Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Lori, Proos, Rogers. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative LeBlanc moved to report House Bill 5742 with recommendation as substitute H-
1. 
 
Representative Brown supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 28-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Gonzales, 
Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Smith, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, 
Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representative Bennett. 
PASS: None. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to HB 5743:  
 
HB 5743 LeBlanc Transportation; school vehicles; school district inspection of 

school buses based on certification of school bus mechanics by the 
state police; revise. 

 
Representative LeBlanc moved to adopt substitute H-1 to HB 5743. 
 
Representative Brown supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 26-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Gregory, Lahti,  LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, 
Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Lori, Proos, Rogers. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative LeBlanc moved to report House Bill 5743 with recommendation as substituted H-
1. 
 
Representative Brown supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 28-1-0. 
 
 



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Gonzales, 
Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Smith, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, 
Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representative Bennett. 
PASS: None. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to House Bills 5678:  
 
HB 5678 Gonzales Sales tax; distribution; transfer of funds from the comprehensive 

transportation fund into the general fund; provide for. 
 
Representative Gonzales was recognized for opening remarks on the bill. 
 
William Hamilton, Senior Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized. 
 
Representative Agema offered the following amendments to House Bill 5678:  
 
1.  Amend page 3, line 7, after "BY" by striking out "$5,700,000.00" and inserting  
"$10, 000,000.00".  
 
2.  Amend page 3, line 8, after "TREASURY" by striking out the balance of the line and 
inserting "FOR DEPOSIT IN THE LOCAL PROGRAM FUND,  PURSUANT TO 1951 PA 
51, MCL 247.661E.". 
   
Representative Moss supported the motion. 
 
The motion failed by a vote of 12-17-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Tlaib. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Gonzales moved to report House Bill 5678 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Tlaib supported the motion. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to Chairman Remarks and introduction of Lilly Lester, 
Retired Sergeant at Arms for the Michigan House of Representatives and the 1st African 
American woman to serve in the country.  
 
Chairman proceeded to House Bill 5679: 
 



 
HB 5679 Gonzales Transportation; funds; distribution of certain rail infrastructure 

funds into the comprehensive transportation fund; provide for. 
 
Representative Agema offered the following amendment to House Bill 5679: 
 
1.  Amend page 3, line 6, after "BE" by striking out the balance of the line through "FUND." On 
line 7 and inserting "DEPOSITED IN THE LOCAL PROGRAM FUND, PURSUANT TO 
1951 PA 51, MCL 247.661E.". 
 
Representative Moss supported the motion. 
 
The motion failed by a vote of 12-17-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Tlaib. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Gonzales moved to report HB 5679 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Tlaib supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 24-0-5. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Tlaib, Moss, 
Booher, Caul, Green, Haines, Lori, and Rogers. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: Representatives Agema, Genetski, Hildenbrand, Proos and Schuitmaker. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to House Bill 5902.  
 
HB 5902 Cushingberry Appropriations; supplemental; multidepartmental zero-based 

budget for 2010 fiscal year; provide for. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry allowed testimony. 
 
Renee Wolfe, representing MS Patients, submitted a testimony card and spoke in support of the 
bill. 
 
 
 



Chairman Cushingberry returned to House Bill 5678. 
 
Representative Gonzales previously moved to report House Bill 5678 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Tlaib supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 26-0-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Tlaib, Moss, 
Booher, Caul, Green, Haines, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: Representatives Agema, Genetski, and Hildenbrand.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry returned to House Bill 5902. 
 
Representative Durhal moved to adopt substitute H-1 to House Bill 5902. 
 
Representative Smith supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 29-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Tlaib, Moss, 
Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Durhal moved to report House Bill 5902 with recommendation as substitute  
H -1. 
 
Representative Smith supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 22-0-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Tlaib, Moss, Booher, Caul, 
Genetski, Haines, Hildenbrand, and Rogers. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: Representatives Agema, Green, Lori, and Proos. 
 
 
 



Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to Senate Concurrent Resolution 45:  
 
SCR 45 McManus A concurrent resolution approving the conveyance of property to 

the State Building Authority and approving a lease among the State 
of Michigan, the State Building Authority, and Ferris State 
University relative to the Ferris State University Center for 
Collaborative Health Education. 

 
Representative Lahti was recognized for opening remarks on the concurrent resolution.  
 
Robin Risko, Senior Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for further 
explanation.  
 
Representative McDowell moved to report Senate Concurrent Resolution 45 with 
recommendation. 
 
Representative Lahti supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 27-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, 
Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to Senate Concurrent Resolution 44: 
 
SCR 44 Jelinek A concurrent resolution approving the conveyance of property to 

the State Building Authority and approving a lease among the State 
of Michigan, the State Building Authority, and Southwestern 
Michigan College relative to the Southwestern Michigan College 
Technology Building Renovation and Expansion. 

 
Representative Lahti was recognized for opening remarks on the concurrent resolution.  
 
Representative Dean moved to report Senate Concurrent Resolution 44 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Proos supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 27-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, 



Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to Senate Concurrent Resolution 43: 
 
SCR 43 George A concurrent resolution approving the conveyance of property to 

the State Building Authority and approving a lease among the State 
of Michigan, the State Building Authority, and Kalamazoo Valley 
Community College relative to the Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College Texas Township Campus Expansion. 

 
Representative Lahti was recognized for opening remarks on the concurrent resolution.  
 
Representative Bennett moved to report Senate Concurrent Resolution 43 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Dean supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 27-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, 
Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
The Committee stood at ease at 1:00 p.m.  
 
The Committee reconvened at 1:05 p.m. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry placed before the Committee Senate Bill 1166: 
 
SB 1166 Jelinek Appropriations; supplemental; multidepartmental zero-based 

budget for 2011 fiscal year; provide for. 
 
Representative Hammel was recognized for opening remarks on the bill.  
 
Mark Wolf, Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized to answer further 
questions. 
 
Representative Hammel moved to report Senate Bill 1166 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Miller supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 28-0-0. 



 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, 
Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
The committee stood at ease at 1:10 p.m. 
 
The committee meeting adjourned per the House Rules the time being 12 midnight. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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