
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
APPROPRIATIONS   

 
Wednesday, November 4, 2009                        11:00 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 

 
The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chairman, 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. 
 
The invocation was offered by Chairman Cushingberry. 
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, 
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, 
Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent/excused: Representative Bennett and McDowell. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry made opening remarks to the committee regarding research and 
Michigan State University.   
 
Chairman Cushingberry placed SB 776 before the committee:  
 
SB 776 Cropsey Courts; funding; specified portion of unencumbered balance of the 

juror compensation reimbursement fund; transfer to general fund 
for 2010 fiscal year only. 

 
Opening remarks to the bill were given by Representative Tlaib.  
 
Ben Gielczyk, Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for questions on the 
bill. 
 
Representative Tlaib moved to adopt the following amendment to SB 776.  
  
 1. Amend page 2, line 21, after "THE" by striking out "GENERAL FUND" and 
inserting "COURT EQUITY FUND CREATED IN SECTION 151B". 
 
Representative Miller supported the motion. 
  
The motion prevailed by a vote 25-0-0.  
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Gregory, Lahti, LeBlanc, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, 
Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green,  Haines, Lori, Proos and Rogers. 
 



 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Tlaib moved that SB 776 be reported with recommendation as amended. 
 
Representative Miller supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 21-0-8. 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski,  
Tlaib, Genetski, Green, Hildenbrand and Lori. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Haines, Proos, Rogers, and Schuitmaker. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized Representative Dean for an important announcement. 
 
Representative Dean announced the passing of former Grand Rapids Mayor, Reverend Lyman  
Parks. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to the Legislative Transfer for the State Departments of 
Corrections, Environmental Quality, Military and Veterans Affairs, Natural Resources and State 
Police (State Budget Letter Dated October 26, 2009). 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized Margaret Alston, Senior Fiscal Analyst and Transfer 
Coordinator from the House Fiscal Agency, for further explanation. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized House Subcommittee Chairpersons of each individual 
transfer item area as follows to give explanation on the transfer item:  
 
Subcommittee Chairman Lahti was recognized for Natural Resources and Environmental Quality 
Transfers. 
 
Viola Wild, Senior Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for further 
questions.  
 
Subcommittee Chairman Espinoza was recognized for explanation of Military and Veterans 
Affairs. 
 
Subcommittee Chairperson Alma Smith was recognized for the Corrections transfer. 
 
Marilyn Peterson, Senior Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for further 
explanation of the item. 
 
Barry Wickman, Administration, Department of Corrections was recognized for questions. 



 
Subcommittee Chairman Espinoza was recognized for explanation of the State Police Transfer. 
 
Matt Bolger, from the State Police was recognized. 
 
Jan Wisniewski, Senior Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for further 
questions. 
 
 
Representative Espinoza moved to adopt the transfer package for the Departments of 
Corrections, Environmental Quality, Military and Veterans Affairs, Natural Resources and State 
Police (State budget letter dated October 26, 2009). 
 
Representative LeBlanc supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 27-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean,  Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Gregory, Lahti, LeBlanc, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema,  
Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, and  Rogers. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
The committee stood at ease at 12:10 p.m.  
 
The committee reconvened at 3:30 p.m.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to take up HB 4860.  
 
HB 4860 (Terry Brown) Appropriations; supplemental; multisection school aid zero budget 
bill for 2010 fiscal year; provide for. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized subcommittee Chairman Brown for opening remarks to the 
bill.  
 
House Fiscal Senior Analyst Bethany Wicksall and Mary Ann Cleary, Senior Analyst and 
Associate Director of the House Fiscal Agency, were recognized for further questions on the bill. 
 
Representative Brown  moved to adopt Substitute H-1 to HB 4860.  
 
Representative Hammel supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 28-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 



YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Gregory,  Jackson,  Lahti, LeBlanc, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski, Moss,  
Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and  
Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Rep. LeBlanc offered the following amendments toHB 4860 Substitute H-1: 
 
1.  Amend page 1, line 6, after “1963” by inserting a comma and “THE SUM OF $51,500.000.00 
FROM THE MICHIGAN PROGRESS FUND,”.  
 
2.  Amend page 5, following line 13, by inserting:  
“Sec. 20j.  (1) Foundation allowance supplemental payments for 2008-2009 2009-2010 to 
districts that in the 1994-95 state fiscal year had a foundation allowance greater than $6,500.00 
shall be calculated under this section.  

(2) The per pupil allocation to each district under this section shall be the difference 
between the basic foundation allowance for the 1998-99 state fiscal year and $7,204.00 less 
$271.00 minus the dollar amount of the adjustment from the 1998-99 state fiscal year to 2007-
2008 in the district’s foundation allowance.  
 (3) If a district’s local revenue per pupil does not exceed the sum of its foundation 
allowance under section 20 plus the per pupil allocation under subsection (2), the total payment 
to the district calculated under this section shall be the product of the per pupil allocation under 
subsection (2) multiplied by the district’s membership excluding special education pupils.  If a 
district’s local revenue per pupil exceeds the foundation allowance under section 20 but does not 
exceed the sum of the foundation allowance under section 20 plus the per pupil allocation under 
subsection (2), the total payment to the district calculated under this section shall be the product 
of the difference between the sum of the foundation allowance under section 20 plus the per 
pupil allocation under subsection (2) minus the local revenue per pupil multiplied by the 
district’s membership excluding special education pupils.  If a district’s local revenue per pupil 
exceeds the sum of the foundation allowance under section 20 plus the per pupil allocation under 
subsection (2), there is no payment calculated under this section for the district. 
 (4) Payments to districts shall not be made under this section.  Rather, the calculations 
under this section shall be made and used to determine the amount of state payments under 
section 22b.” 
 
3. Amend page 5, line 16, by striking out “$3,088,169,000.00” and inserting 
“$3,139,669,000.00” and adjusting the totals in enacting section 1 accordingly. 
 
Representative LeBlanc moved to adopt the amendments.  
 
Representative Switalski supported the motion. 
 
The motion failed by a vote 8-20-0.  
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 



YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Gregory, LeBlanc, Miller, Switalski, Moss, Genetski,  
and Haines.  
NAYS: Representatives Hammel, Bauer, Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, Gonzales, Jackson, 
Lahti, Alma Smith, Spade, Agema, Booher, Caul, Green, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, and 
Schuitmaker. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Brown moved to report HB 4860 as Substituted H-1 with recommendation.  
 
Representative Hammel supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-1-9. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson,  Lahti, LeBlanc, Miller,  Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski, Caul and  
Proos. 
NAYS: Representative Genetski. 
PASS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Rogers, and 
Schuitmaker. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, seeing no objection the committee meeting 
adjourned the time being 4:25 p.m. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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