
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
APPROPRIATIONS   

 
Wednesday, December 9, 2009                        10:30 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 

 
The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chairman, 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. 
 
The invocation was offered by Chairman Cushingberry. 
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, 
Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent: Representative Bennett.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry made opening remarks to the committee.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry laid the following bill before the committee: 
 
HB 5593 Smith Health; occupations; licensing fees for nursing profession; 

increase. 
 
Representative Smith was recognized for opening remarks on the bill.     
    
Margaret Alston, Senior Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for 
further questions.  
 
Charlotte Mather, representation the Association of Women’s Health, Obstetric and Neonatal 
 Nursing, was recognized in support of the bill.  
 
Jonnie Hamilton, representing Detroit Black Nurses Association Coalition of Michigan  
Organizations of Nursing, was recognized on the bill. 
 
Brenda Lawson, representing the Michigan Department of Community Health, submitted a 
testimony card in support of the bill not wishing to speak. 
 
Chris Mitchell, representing the Michigan Health and Hospital Association, submitted testimony  
card in support of the bill not wishing to speak. 
 
Representative Smith offered the following amendment to HB 5593 : 
 
 1. Amend page 3, line 10, by striking out all of subdivisions (a) through (c) and 
inserting:  



 "(A) TO PROMOTE SAFE PATIENT CARE IN ALL NURSING PRACTICE 
ENVIRONMENTS. 
 (B) TO ADVANCE THE SAFE PRACTICE OF THE NURSING PROFESSION, 
INCLUDING THE ASSESSMENT OF STAFFING LEVELS AND WORKING 
CONDITIONS AND MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT. 
 (C) TO ASSURE A CONTINUOUS SUPPLY OF HIGH-QUALITY DIRECT CARE 
NURSES, NURSING FACULTY, AND NURSING EDUCATION PROGRAMS. 
 (D) TO OPERATE A NURSING SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.". 
 
Representative Smith moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
Representative McDowell supported motion.   
 
The motion prevailed 26-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Gregory,  Jackson,  Lahti, Leblanc, McDowell, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski, Moss,  
Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, and Rogers. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Smith moved to report House Bill 5593 with recommendation as amended as 
substitute H-1. 
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed 17-8-2.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Gregory,  Jackson,  Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski, Lori  
and Proos.  
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Haines, Hildenbrand and  
Schuitmaker.  
PASS: Representatives Green and Rogers. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded with House Bills 5657, 5658, and 5659: 
 
HB 5657 Espinoza Health; code; license application fee for agricultural labor camps; 

establish. 
 
HB 5658 Espinoza Health; code; migratory labor housing fund; provide general 

amendments. 
 
HB 5659 Espinoza Health; code; inspection of agricultural labor camps; establish fee 

for reinspection. 



 
Representative Espinoza was recognized for opening remarks to the bills.     
    
Bill Hamilton, Senior Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized. 
 
Amy Epkey, Budget Director for the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Mark Schartz 
from the Michigan Department of Agriculture were recognized for further questions. 
 
Melissa Arreguin, Regional Coordinator of Michigan and Ohio, representing Children in the 
Fields-AFOP, and Rob Anderson, representing Michigan Farm Bureau, testified in support of the 
bills.  
 
Representative  Espinoza moved to report HB 5657 with recommendation. 
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 22-8-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean , Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Gregory,  Jackson,  Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski,  
Tlaib, Green, Lori, Proos and Schuitmaker.  
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Haines, Hildenbrand, and  
Rogers. 
PASS: None. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to HB 5658: 
 
HB 5658 (Espinoza) Health; code; migratory labor housing fund; provide general 

amendments. 
 
Representative Espinoza moved to report HB 5658 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Tlaib supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 22-7-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean , Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Gregory,  Jackson,  Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski,  
Tlaib, Green, Lori, Proos and Schuitmaker.  
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Haines, Hildenbrand, and  
Rogers. 
PASS: Representative Agema. 
 
 



Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to HB 5659: 
 
HB 5659 (Espinoza) Health; code; inspection of agricultural labor camps; establish fee 

for reinspection. 
 
Representative Espinoza moved to report HB 5659 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Gonzales supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-10-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean , Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Gregory,  Jackson,  Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade,  
Switalski and Tlaib.  
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Haines, Hildenbrand, Proos,  
Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
PASS: Representative Green and Lori. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to HB 5626: 
 
HB 5626 Cushingberry Local government; bonds; provision relating to issuance of fiscal 

stabilization bonds; modify. 
 
Mark Wolf , Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for question on the 
bill.  
 
The following individuals were called to the table wishing to speak in support of the bill: 
 
Tom Gavin from Robert W. Biard Company 
Norman White, Chief Financial Officer, City of Detroit 
Ken Cole, City of Detroit 
Harold Bulger of Miller Canfield 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony in support of the bill not wishing to speak:  
 
Tom Hickson representing Michigan Association of Counties  
Summer Minnick representing the Michigan Municipal League 
 
Representative Durhal moved to adopt Substitute H-2 to HB 5626.  
 
Representative Jackson supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 28-0-0.   
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 



YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales,  Jackson,  Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Tlaib,  
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and  
Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Durhal moved to report House Bill 5626  with recommendation as substituted  
H-2.  
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed 19-8-2.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean,  Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Jackson,  Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib,  
Genetski and Hildenbrand. 
NAYS: Representatives Moss,Agema, Booher, Caul, Green,  Haines, Proos and Rogers 
PASS: Representatives Lori and Schuitmaker. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to HB 5645: 
 
HB 5645 Durhal Natural resources; other; payments in lieu of taxes; authorize 

proration of. 
 
Representative Durhal was recognized for opening remarks on the bill.  
 
Benjamin Gielczyk, Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for further 
questions. 
 
Tom Hickson representing Michigan  Association of Counties was recognized. 
 
Larry Steckleberg from the Michigan Department of Treasury was recognized.  
 
Representative Durhal offered the following amendment to HB 5645: 
 
 1. Amend page 5, line 9, after "Partial" by inserting "EXCEPT FOR THE 2010 
STATE FISCAL YEAR ONLY, PARTIAL payments do not satisfy payments obligated by this 
state.". 
 
Representative Lahti moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
Representative Spade supported motion.   
 
The motion prevailed 29-0-0. 
 



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gregory,  Jackson,  Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski,  
Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers 
and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Durhal moved to report House Bill 5645 with recommendation as amended.  
 
Representative Lahti supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed 28-0-2.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Gregory,  Jackson,  Lahti, McDowell, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski,  
Tlaib, Moss, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers 
and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: Representatives LeBlanc and Agema. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to HB 5404:  
 
HB 5404 Cushingberry Appropriations; supplemental; multidepartment supplemental for 

2009-2010; provide for. 
 
Kyle Jen, Associate Director and Kevin Koorstra, House Fiscal Analyst , from the House Fiscal  
Agency, were recognized for further questions. 
 
Debbie Cain,  Executive Director, from the Michigan Department of Human Services, 
representing the Michigan Domestic Violence Prevention and Treatment Board, was recognized. 
 
Representative Spade moved to adopt Substitute H-1 Draft 1 to HB 5404.  
 
Representative Durhal supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 28-0-0.   
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales,  Gregory,  Jackson,  LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Tlaib,  
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and  
Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 



Representative Spade moved to report House Bill 5404, Substituted H-1 Draft 1, with 
recommendation as Substitute H-1. 
 
Representative Durhal supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed 29-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales,  Gregory,  Jackson, LeBlanc McDowell, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib,  
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and  
Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Per House Rules the committee adjourned, the time being 12:00 midnight. 
 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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