
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON COMMERCE 

 
Thursday, February 5, 2009    9:00 a.m.        Room 519, House Office Building 
 
Chair Robert Jones called the Standing Committee on Commerce to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Reps. Robert Jones, Roy Schmidt, Byrum, Clemente, Haase, Haugh, 
Lemmons, Nathan, Sheltrown, Womack, Hansen, DeShazor, Meekhof, Meltzer, Opsommer, Walsh 
(16/19) 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Reps. Huckleberry, Nerat, Knollenberg (3/19) 
 
Following opening comments, the Chair made the following announcements: 
 
1)   House TV is filming this morning's meeting; 

 
2)  Due to time constraints, the presentation by James McBryde, from the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation, will not take place today and will be rescheduled; 

 
3)  The Standing Committee on Commerce shall follow the Uniform Committee Rules, pursuant to the 
Standing Rules of the House of Representatives;  

 
4)  The use of cell phones during a committee meeting will not be allowed. 

                                        
The Chair laid House Bills 4083 - 4094 before the committee. 
 
HB 4083 Miller State financing and management; funds; strategic fund; modify 

eligibility requirements. 
 
HB 4084 Slavens Economic development; brownfield redevelopment authority; 

eligibility requirements; modify. 
 
HB 4085 Meadows State financing and management; purchasing; hiring requirement; 

modify. 
 
HB 4086 Ebli Labor; fair employment practices; requirement for prevailing wage 

compliance and for legal workers to perform labor on state contracts; 
establish. 

 
HB 4087 Lisa Brown State financing and management; purchasing; reporting requirements; 

provide for. 
 
HB 4088 Simpson Economic development; renaissance zones; eligibility requirements; 

modify. 
 



HB 4089 Nerat Economic development; Michigan economic growth authority; 
eligibility requirements; modify. 

 
HB 4090 Corriveau Michigan business tax; other; historic preservation tax credit 

preferences and penalties under certain circumstances; provide for. 
 
HB 4091 Huckleberry Economic development; obsolete property and rehabilitation; obsolete 

property rehabilitation act; modify eligibility requirements. 
 
HB 4092 Constan Economic development; other; industrial development revenue bond 

act; modify eligibility requirements. 
 
HB 4093 Bettie Scott Economic development; plant rehabilitation; eligibility requirements; 

modify. 
 
HB 4094 Roberts Economic development; other; transportation economic development 

fund; modify eligibility requirements. 
 
Representative Miller explained the intent of the bills and answered questions. 
 
Representative Constan answered questions. 
 
Chris Fisher, representing the Associated Builders & Contractors of Michigan, testified in 
opposition to House Bills 4085 and 4086.   He also submitted written material. 
 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Chair Robert Jones announced that the committee would proceed to organizational matters. 
 
The Chair asked the clerk to read a letter from Speaker Andy Dillon to Richard Brown, Clerk of 
the Michigan House of Representatives, appointing the following Members of the 95th Legislature 
to the House Standing Committee on Commerce:  Representatives Robert Jones (Chair), Roy 
Schmidt (Maj. VC), Byrum, Clemente, Haase, Haugh, Huckleberry, Lemmons, Nathan, 
Nerat, Sheltrown, Womack, Hansen (Min. VC), DeShazor, Knollenberg, Meekhof, Meltzer, 
Opsommer, Walsh. 
 
Chair Robert Jones announced that the official meeting schedule for the Standing Committee on 
Commerce will be Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. in Room 519 of the Anderson House Office Building. 
 
Representative Roy Schmidt moved to adopt the meeting schedule. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 YEAS:  Reps. Robert Jones, Roy Schmidt, Byrum, Haase, Haugh, Lemmons, Nathan, 
Sheltrown, Womack, Hansen, DeShazor, Meekhof, Meltzer, Opsommer, Walsh (15/19) 
 NAYS:  None (0/19) 
 PASS:  None  (0/19) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 
 
 



 
Representative Roy Schmidt moved to excuse absent members.  Hearing no objection, Chair 
Robert Jones excused Representatives Huckleberry, Nerat and Knollenberg. 
 
The Chair returned to House Bills 4083 - 4094. 
 
Amanda Radaz, representing the National Federation of Independent Business, testified in 
opposition to House Bills 4085 and 4086.  She also submitted written material. 
 
Todd Tennis, representing the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers and the Utility 
Workers Union of America, testified in support of House Bills 4083 - 4094. 
 
Jack Minore, representing the Michigan AFL-CIO, testified in support of House Bills 4083 - 
4094.  He also submitted written material.   
 
Jonathan Byrd, representing the Michigan Laborers' District Council, submitted a testimony card 
in support of House Bills 4083 - 4094, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, submitted a testimony card in 
opposition to House Bills 4085 and 4086, but did not wish to speak.  She also submitted written 
material. 
 
Keith Ledbetter, representing the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association, 
submitted a testimony card on House Bills 4083 - 4094, indicating a neutral position, but did not 
wish to speak. 
 
The Chair announced that it was his intention to vote on the bills at the next meeting. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 10:20 a.m. 
  
 
 
 
_______________________________  
Representative Robert Jones, Chair 
 
Jean Hamelin, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-5632 
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