
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON COMMERCE 

 
Wednesday, November 18, 2009    11:00 a.m.     Room 519, House Office Building 
 
Chair Robert Jones called the Standing Committee on Commerce to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Reps. Robert Jones, Byrum, Clemente, Haase, Haugh, Huckleberry, 
Nathan, DeShazor, Knollenberg, Opsommer, Walsh (11/19) 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Reps. Roy Schmidt, Lemmons, Nerat, Sheltrown, 
Womack, Hansen, Meltzer, Meekhof (8/19) 
                                        
The Chair laid House Bill 5563 before the committee. 
 
HB 5563 Slavens Consumer protection; unfair trade practices; large retailers that 

conduct special sales; require certain safety and security measures. 
 
Representative Slavens explained the intent of the bill and answered questions. 
 
Representative Nathan moved to adopt the minutes from the meeting held on November 4, 
2009.  Hearing no objection, the motion prevailed with unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Haase moved to excuse absent members.  Hearing no objection, Chair Robert 
Jones excused Representatives Roy Schmidt, Lemmons, Nerat, Sheltrown, Womack, 
Hansen, Meltzer and Meekhof. 
 
Kim Rhead, representing the Associated Food and Petroleum Dealers Association, testified in 
opposition to the bill, unless amended. 
 
Eric Rule, representing the Michigan Retailers Association, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Adam Knott, representing Michigan Citizen Action, submitted a testimony card in support of 
the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Kurt Berryman, representing the Auto Dealers of Michigan, submitted a testimony card in 
opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Jim Ryan, representing the International Council of Shopping Centers, submitted a testimony 
card in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 



Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, submitted a testimony card in 
opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Lindsay Huddleston II, representing Walmart, submitted written material. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 11:37 a.m. 
  
 
 
 
_______________________________  
Representative Robert Jones, Chair 
 
Jean Hamelin, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-5632  
jhamelin@house.mi.gov 
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