
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Thursday, January 21, 2010    10:30 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Melton, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Corriveau, Geiss, 
Haase, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Amash, Ball, 
DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Representatives Byrum and Kennedy. 
 
Representative Geiss moved to approve the minutes of the January 14, 2010 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The committee received testimony from the following people on powers related to school 
financial managers: 
 
Sandra Hines, representing the Coalition to Restore Hope to the Detroit Public Schools, 
Barbara Byrd-Bennett and Robert Bobb, representing the Detroit Public Schools. 
 
The committee went at ease at 12:00 p.m. 
 
The committee reconvened at 1:15 p.m. 
 
The committee continued testimony from the following people: 
 
Barbara Byrd-Bennett and Robert Bobb, representing the Detroit Public Schools, 
Representative Womack, representing the 7th House district, 
Russ Bellant, representing the Helen-Concord Block Club, 
Chris White, representing the Coalition to Restore Hope to the Detroit Public Schools, 
 
Representative Corriveau assumed the Chair at 2:35 p.m. 
 
The committee continued testimony from the following people: 
 
Representative Jackson, representing the 9th House District, 
Tyrone Winfrey, representing the Detroit Board of Education, 
Annie Carter, representing the Detroit Board of Education. 
 
The following people were in attendance at the committee meeting: 



 
Carrie Leach, representing the United Way for Southwest Michigan, 
Lydia Bougard, representing herself, 
Julienne Akins, representing herself, 
Cheryl Nelson, representing herself, 
Elviria Cheeks, representing herself, 
Cheryl Pou-Gibson and Dwight Burks, representing the Martin Luther King Jr. Senior High 
School, 
Virginia Cantrell, representing herself, 
Greg Handel, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber of Commerce. 
 
The following people submitted cards wishing to speak, but due to time were not able: 
 
Kimberly Kyff, representing herself, 
Cierra Gibson, representing the Martin Luther King Jr. Senior High School, 
Helen Moore, representing Keep the Vote/No Takeover, 
Mike Teubusch, representing the United Way of Southeastern Michigan, 
Mary Kovari, representing herself, 
Mary McKissic, representing the Russell Woods-Sullivan Association, 
Wes Glenson, representing the Detroit Public School Advisory Council, 
Otis Mathis, representing the Detroit Public School Board. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 3:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Tim Melton, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
January 21, 2010 

________________________________    3 hours 15 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
* indicates written material submitted. 
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