
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Thursday, February 19, 2009    10:30 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Melton, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, 
Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, 
Amash, Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh. 
 
Representative Polidori moved to approve the minutes of the February 12, 2009 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4313 before the committee. 
 
HB 4313 Meadows Education; financing; school district's use of sinking funds; expand 

to include purposes for which bonds may be used. 
 
Representative Meadows testified in support of HB 4313. 
 
Terry Babbitt, superintendent of Mona Shores Public Schools, testified in support of HB 4313. 
 
Rich Studley, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, testified in opposition to HB 
4313. 
 
Ron Caniff, Debra Reese and John Zielinski, representing the Grandville Public Schools and the 
Lowell Area Schools, testified in support of HB 4313. 
 
Brad Biladeau, representing the Michigan Association of School Administrators, testified in 
support of HB 4313. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of HB 4313, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Bob Smith, representing the Elkton, Pigeon and Bayport Area Schools, 
Dave Michelson, representing the Michigan Education Association, 
Don Wotruba, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards, 
Louise Somalski, representing the American Federation of Teachers of Michigan, 
Jody Allen, representing Oakland Schools, 
Steve Hyer, representing the Michigan Parent Teacher and Student Association, 
Debbie Squires, representing the Michigan Elementary Principals Association, 
Jerry Johnson, representing the Genesee Intermediate School District, 



Dave Ladd, representing the Northern Michigan School Legislative Association, 
Don Olendorf, representing the Michigan Pupil Transportation Association, and the Van Buren 
Intermediate School District, 
Kathleen Merry, representing the Wayne Regional Educational Service Agency, 
Kate McAuliffe, representing the Washtenaw, Jackson, Monroe, Lenawee and Hillsdale 
Intermediate School Districts, 
Robert LeFevre, representing the Macomb Intermediate School District, 
Allyse Anderson, representing the East Lansing Board of Education, 
Matt Tomasiewicz, representing the Kalamazoo, Muskegon and Ottawa Intermediate School 
District, 
David Zuhlke, representing the Middle Cities Education Association, 
Babette Krause, representing the East Lansing Public Schools. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to HB 4313, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Gary Naeyaert, representing the Michigan Association of Public School Academies, 
Mike Johnston, representing the Michigan Manufactures Association, 
Amanda Radaz, representing the National Federation of Independent Business, 
Jared Rodriguez, representing the Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce, 
Brad Williams, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber of Commerce, 
Brad Ward, representing the Michigan Association of Realtors. 
 
Larry Steckelberg, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, submitted a card 
indicating a neutral position on HB 4313, but did not wish to speak. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 12:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Tim Melton, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
February 19, 2009 

________________________________    1 hour 30 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
 
* indicates written material submitted. 
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