
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Thursday, March 12, 2009    10:30 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Melton, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, 
Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, 
Amash, Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh. 
 
Representative Polidori moved to approve the minutes of the February 26, 2009 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4313 before the committee. 
 
HB 4313 Meadows Education; financing; school district's use of sinking funds; expand 

to include purposes for which bonds may be used. 
 
Representative Proos introduced Allen Skibbe, representing the St Joseph Public Schools, and 
Don Frank, representing the Lakeshore Public Schools, who testified in support of HB 4313. 
 
Don Wotruba, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards, testified in support of 
HB 4313. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to HB 4313, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Doug Merriam, representing the Michigan Association of Realtors, 
Todd Tennis, representing the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
Phil Guyeskey, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Don Olendorf, representing the Michigan Association of Pupil Transportation, the Van Buren 
Legislative Consortium, and the Michigan Small and Rural Schools Association, submitted cards 
indicating a neutral position on HB 4313, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Ball offered the following amendments to HB 4313: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 8, by striking out all of line 8 through "1351A" on line 9, and 
inserting "FOR THE PURCHASE OR MAJOR MAINTENANCE OF SCHOOL BUSES, 
OR FOR THE ACQUISITION OR UPGRADING OF TECHNOLOGY". 
 2. Amend page 3, following line 4, by inserting: 
  "(6) AS USED IN THIS SECTION, "TECHNOLOGY" MEANS THAT 



TERM AS DEFINED IN SECTION 1351A.". 
 
Representative Ball moved to adopt the amendments to HB 4313. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-5-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Corriveau, Geiss, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, 
Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Amash, Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and 
Walsh, 
 Nays:  Representatives Bledsoe, Byrum, Haase, Kennedy, and Roberts, 
 Pass:  Representative Lisa Brown. 
 
Representative Ball offered the following amendment to HB 4313: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 5, after "exceed" by striking out "20" and inserting "10". 
 
Representative Ball moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4313. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 23-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, 
Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Amash, 
Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Chairman Melton offered the following amendment to HB 4313: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 17, after "election." by inserting "THIS ELECTION 
SHALL BE HELD ON EITHER THE AUGUST REGULAR ELECTION DATE OR THE 
NOVEMBER REGULAR ELECTION DATE, AS PROVIDED UNDER SECTION 641 
OF THE MICHIGAN ELECTION LAW, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.641.". 
 
Representative Pavlov moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4313. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-9-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Corriveau, Geiss, Kennedy, Polidori, Sheltrown, 
Pavlov, Amash, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  Representatives Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Haase, Lindberg, Nathan, 
Roberts, Valentine, and Ball, 
 Pass:  None. 
 



Representative Walsh offered the following amendments to HB 4313: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 8, after "OR" by inserting a comma and "SUBJECT TO 
SUBSECTION (5),". 
 
 2. Amend page 2, line 18, after "(4)" by striking out "The" and inserting "SUBJECT 
TO SUBSECTION (5), THE". 
 
 3. Amend page 2, following line 27, by inserting: 
 
 "(5)  IF A SINKING FUND TAX IS LEVIED UNDER THIS SECTION FOR A 
PURPOSE OTHER THAN THE PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE FOR SITES FOR, 
AND THE CONSTRUCTION FOR REPAIR OF, SCHOOL BUILDINGS, THEN THE 
BALLOT QUESTION UNDER SUBSECTION (4) SHALL SPECIFY THE NUMBER OF 
MILLS THAT WILL BE LEVIED FOR THE PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE FOR 
SITES FOR, AND THE CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIR OF, SCHOOL BUILDING AND 
THE NUMBER OF MILLS THAT WILL BE LEVIED FOR 1 OR MORE OTHER 
PURPOSES.  INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL PERSONAL PROPERTY IS 
EXEMPT FROM THE MILLS LEVIED UNDER THIS SECTION FOR A PURPOSE 
OTHER THAN THE PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE FOR SITES FOR, AND THE 
CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIR OF, SCHOOL BUILDINGS.  FOR THE PURPOSES OF 
THIS SECTION, "INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL PERSONAL PROPERTY" 
MEANS PROPERTY CLASSIFIED AS INDUSTRIAL PERSONAL PROPERTY OR 
COMMERCIAL PERSONAL PROPERTY UNDER SECTION 34C OF THE GENERAL 
PROPERTY TAX ACT, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.34C." and renumbering the remaining 
subsection. 
 
Representative Walsh moved to adopt the amendments to HB 4313. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 9-14-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Pavlov, Amash, Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, 
Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, 
Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, and Valentine, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative McMillin offered the following amendments to HB 4313: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 1, after "(1)" by striking out "If" and inserting "SUBJECT 
TO SUBSECTION (6), IF". 
 
 2. Amend page 3, following line 4, by inserting: 
 
 "(6) A SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL NOT LEVY OR RENEW A SINKING FUND 



TAX UNDER THIS SECTION UNLESS THE SCHOOL DISTRICT POSTS ALL OF ITS 
SPENDING INFORMATION ON THE SCHOOL DISTRICT WEBSITE AND UPDATES 
THAT INFORMATION AT LEAST QUARTERLY.". 
 
Representative McMillin moved to adopt the amendments to HB 4313. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 21-2-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, 
Kennedy, Lindberg, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Amash, Ball, DeShazor, 
McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  Representatives Bledsoe and Nathan, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Polidori moved to report out HB 4313 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-5-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, 
Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Ball, Pearce, Paul 
Scott, and Tyler, 
 Nays:  Representatives Pavlov, Amash, DeShazor, McMillin, and Walsh, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

HB 4313 (H-1) reported out with recommendation. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 11:50 a.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Tim Melton, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
March 12, 2009 

________________________________    1 hour 20 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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