
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Wednesday, August 19, 2009    10:30 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Melton, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, 
Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Pavlov, Amash, Ball, 
DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh. 
 
Representative Polidori moved to approve the minutes of the July 15, 2009 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4511 before the committee. 
 
HB 4511 Geiss Education; curricula; mathematics graduation requirements and 

personal curriculum requirements; modify. 
 
Representative Geiss and Beth Bennett testified in support of HB 4511. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of HB 4511, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Robert LaFevre, representing the Macomb Intermediate School District, 
Matt Tomasiewicz, representing the Ottawa, Muskegon and Kalamazoo Intermediate School 
Districts, 
Louise Somalski, representing the American Federation of Teachers of Michigan, 
Dawn Schoeninger, representing herself, 
Lisa Hansknecht, representing the Michigan Department of Education, 
Ellen Hoekstra, representing the Michigan Association of School Psychologists, and the 
Michigan Association of School Social Workers, 
Jack Kresnak, representing Michigan's Children, 
Noah Smith, representing the Association of Michigan School Counselors, 
Brad Biladeau, representing the Michigan Association of School Administrators, 
Jim Ballard, representing the Secondary School Principals Association. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4410 before the committee. 
 
HB 4410 Sheltrown Education; curricula; general diploma curriculum as alternative for 

high school graduation; provide for. 
 
Representative Sheltrown testified in support of HB 4410. 



 
Paul Bergan, representing the Berrien Regional Education Service Agency, testified in support of 
HB 4410. 
 
Scott Starkweather and Debbie Miller, representing the Van Buren Intermediate School District, 
testified in support of HB 4410. 
 
Mark Bielang, representing Paw Paw Public Schools, testified in support of HB 4410.* 
 
Chris Fisher, representing the Associated Builders and Contractors, testified in support of HB 
4410. 
 
Jack Bender, representing himself, testified in support of HB 4410.* 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of HB 4410, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Mike Pumford, representing the Grand Rapids Public Schools and the Kent County Intermediate 
School District, 
Louise Somalski, representing the American Federation of Teachers of Michigan, 
Steve Krusich, representing the Lenawee Intermediate School District, 
Andy Deloney, representing the Michigan Restaurants Association. 
 
The committee went at ease at 11:50 a.m. 
 
The committee reconvened at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Representative Roberts moved to excuse absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Bledsoe and Valentine. 
 
The committee returned to the consideration of HB 4511. 
 
Representative Polidori moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HB 4511. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 20-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, 
Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Pavlov, Amash, Ball, DeShazor, 
McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Sheltrown moved to report out HB 4511 as substitute (H-2) with 



recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-0-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, 
Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Pavlov, Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and 
Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representatives Lisa Brown, Nathan, and Amash. 
 

HB 4511 (H-2) reported out with recommendation. 
 
The committee returned to the consideration of HB 4410. 
 
Representative Polidori moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HB 4410. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 21-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, 
Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Pavlov, Amash, Ball, DeShazor, 
McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Melton offered the following amendment to HB 4410: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 12, by striking out all of line 12 through "COURSE" on line 
16 and inserting "retake of OR algebra II , a course in financial literacy as described in section 
1165 OR THE INTEGRATED EQUIVALENT IN A CAREER AND TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION COURSE. A pupil may complete algebra II over 2 years with a credit awarded 
for each of those years for the purposes of this section and section 1278b.". 
 
Representative Sheltrown moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4410 (H-2). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 19-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, 
Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Pavlov, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, 
Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representatives Amash, and Ball. 
 
Representative Sheltrown offered the following amendments to HB 4410 (H-2): 



 
 1. Amend page 2, line 12, by striking out "OR". 
 
 2. Amend page 2, line 16, after "COURSE" by inserting a comma and "OR A 
RETAKE OF ALGEBRA II". 
 
Representative Sheltrown moved to adopt the amendments to HB 4410 (H-2). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 21-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, 
Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Pavlov, Amash, Ball, DeShazor, 
McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Sheltrown offered the following amendments to HB 4410 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 12, by striking out "OR". 
 
 2. Amend page 2, line 16, after "COURSE" by inserting a comma and "OR A 
CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION COURSE WITH MATHEMATICS 
CONTENT APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT". 
 
Representative Sheltrown moved to adopt the amendments to HB 4410 (H-2). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 19-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, 
Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Pavlov, Ball, McMillin, Pearce, Paul 
Scott, Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representatives Amash, and DeShazor. 
 
Representative Sheltrown moved to report out HB 4410 as substitute (H-3) with 
recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-2-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, 
Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  Representatives Pavlov, and Paul Scott, 
 Pass:  Representatives Lisa Brown and Amash. 



 
HB 4410 (H-3) reported out with recommendation. 

 
Derrick Fries, representing Eastern Michigan University, testified in support of HB 4410.* 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 12:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Tim Melton, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
August 19, 2009 

________________________________    2 hours 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
* indicates written materials attached to report out file. 
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