
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009           8:30 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Mayes, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, 
Huckleberry, Johnson, Lindberg, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Crawford, Opsommer, 
Proos, Schuitmaker. 
ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Ebli, Lipton, Marleau, Wayne Schmidt.  
 
Representative Geiss made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of June 23, 2009.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Representative Lisa Brown made a motion to excuse absent members.  No objections being 
offered, absent members were excused.  
 
The Chair laid HB 4999 before the Committee.  
 
HB 4999 Mayes Traffic control; violations; weight restrictions during frost 

restriction periods; provide exemption for public utility 
subcontractors. 

 
Chair Mayes reviewed the provisions of HB 4999 with the Committee.  
 
The following individuals spoke to the Committee regarding HB 4999: 
 Jim Ault, President, Michigan Electric and Gas Association, in support 
 Greg Clark, Vice President of Government Affairs, Indiana Michigan Power 
Company, in support 
 Susan Schlaybaugh, representing the Michigan Electric Cooperative Association 
(MECA), in support 
 Brett French, representing the American Transmission Company (ATC), in support 
 Joe Davis,  representing the Sixth District, International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers (IBEW), in support 
 Ed Noyola, representing the County Road Association of Michigan (CRAM), in 
opposition 
 Thomas Nagy, representing M.J. Electric, in support 
 
The following individuals submitted cards for HB 4999 but did not speak to the Committee: 
 Doug Roberts, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, in support 
 Francie Brown, representing ITC Holdings Corporation, in support 
 Keith Sarns, representing IBEW, in support 
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 Elaine Tycocki, representing SEMCO Energy, in support 
 Randy Gross, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, in support 
 Mark Stadt, representing DTE Energy, in support 
 Kim Rhead, representing the Oakland County Road Commission, in opposition 
 Cathy Wilson, representing Consumers Energy, in support 
 
Chair Mayes announced that the Committee would stand at ease, the time being 10:00 a.m. 
 
The Chair reconvened the meeting at 10:05 a.m. 
  
Representative Horn made a motion to amend HB 4999 as follows: 
 1. Amend page 3, line 13, after "The" by striking out the balance of the line through 
"only" on line 16 and inserting "SEASONAL REDUCTIONS DESCRIBED UNDER 
SUBSECTION (8) TO THE LOADING MAXIMUMS AND GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT 
REQUIREMENT OF SUBSECTION (12) DO NOT APPLY TO A PERSON HAULING 
AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES". 
 2. Amend page 4, line 4, after "The" by striking out the balance of the line through 
"only" on line 11 and inserting "SEASONAL REDUCTIONS DESCRIBED UNDER 
SUBSECTION (8) TO THE LOADING MAXIMUMS AND GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT 
REQUIREMENTS OF SUBSECTION (12) DO NOT APPLY TO PUBLIC UTILITY 
VEHICLES". 
 3. Amend page 7, line 18, after "effect." by striking out "This" and inserting 
"SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (5), THIS". 
 4.  Amend page 7, line 19, after "or" by inserting a comma and "SUBJECT TO 
SUBSECTION (6),". 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Huckleberry, Lindberg, 
Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Crawford, Opsommer, Proos, Schuitmaker. (14/19) 
Nays:  None. (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (14/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Scripps made a motion to report HB 4999 (H-1) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Huckleberry, Lindberg, 
Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Crawford, Opsommer, Proos, Schuitmaker. (14/19) 
Nays:  None. (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (14/0/0) 
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A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Chair Mayes announced that the Committee would stand at ease, the time being 10:07 a.m. 
 
The Chair reconvened the meeting at 10:13 a.m. 
 
The Chair laid the following bill before the Committee.  
 
HB 4257 Melton Communications; telecommunications; provision relating to toll 

access service rates; modify. 
 
Representative Melton reviewed the contents of HB 4257 with the Committee.  
 
Representative Opsommer made a motion to adopt HB 4257 (H-3). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Huckleberry, Lindberg, 
Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Crawford, Opsommer, Proos, Schuitmaker. (14/19) 
Nays:  None. (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (14/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
The following individuals spoke to the Committee regarding HB 4257: 
 Scott Stevenson, President, Telecommunications Association of Michigan, in 
support of the H-3 substitute 
 Robin Gleason, Vice President of Regulatory Affairs, AT&T, in support of the H-
3 substitute 
 Paul Pederson, representing TDS, in support of the H-3 substitute 
 Jay Brogan, representing Hiawatha Communications, in support of the H-3 
substitute 
 Greg White and Robin Ancona, representing the Michigan Public Service 
Commission (MPSC), no position stated at this time 
 Colleen McNamara and Michael Pelcovits, representing the  Michigan Cable 
Telecommunications Association, in opposition 
 John Jones, representing Sprint Nextel 
 
The following individuals were unable to speak to the Committee due to time restraints: 
 Dave Vehslage and  Paul Fuglie, representing Verizon, in opposition 
 Mark Iannuzzi, representing TelNet Worldwide, in opposition 
 Thone Namy, representing Clear Rate Communications 
 Joe Mattausch, representing TC3 Telecom, in opposition 
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 Kevin Schoen, representing ACD.Net, in opposition 
 Todd Gardner, representing Iserv, in opposition 
 John Liskey, representing Michigan-based CLECs and ISPs, in opposition 
 
The following individuals submitted cards for HB 4257 but did not wish to speak before the 
Committee: 
 Duane Bronson, representing Blanchard Telephone Company, in support of the 
substitute 
 Janet Beilfuss, representing the Springport Telephone Company, in support of the 
substitute 
 David Thomas, representing the Upper Peninsula Telephone, in support of the 
substitute 
 David LaRocca, representing the Deerfield Farmers' Telephone Company, in 
support of the substitute 
 Linda Corlie, representing Ogden Telephone, in support of the substitute 
 Tony Ruskowski, representing Ace Communications Group, in support of the 
substitute 
 Randy Fletcher, representing the Lennen Telephone Company, in support of the 
substitute 
 Ed Eichler, representing Pigeon Telephone, in support of the substitute 
 Dennik Yenor, representing Sand Creek Telephone Company, in support of the 
substitute 
 Harvey Souders, representing Sand Creek Communications, in support of the 
substitute 
 Mark Bernath, representing the Waldron Telephone Company, in support of the 
substitute 
 Vickie Norris, representing CenturyTel, in support of the substitute 
 Dave Fox, representing Westphalia Telephone Company, in support of the 
substitute 
 Mike Osborne, representing Allendale Communications, in support of the 
substitute 
 Sid Shank, representing Bloomingdale Telephone Company, in support of the 
substitute 
 Mark Batinson, representing Bloomingdale Communications, in support of the 
substitute 
 Steve Schsen, representing ACD.Net, in opposition 
 Willie Thompson, representing ACD, in opposition 
 M. Parks, representing ACD, in opposition 
 Mark Bailen, representing ACD.Net, in opposition 
 Aaron Leonard, representing ACD.Net, in opposition 
 Antoinette Feldpausch, representing ACD.Net, in opposition 
 Julie Schramm, representing ACD.Net, in opposition 
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 Leah Hall, representing John Liskey, in opposition 
 Robert Winer, representing Clear Rate Communications, in opposition 
 Nicole DeJesus, representing Clear Rate Communications, in opposition 
 Eric Schoen, representing ACD.Net, in opposition 
 Collin Rose, representing DayStar Communications, in opposition 
 Gary L. Field, representing the Field Law Group, in opposition 
 Ryan Weldon of Lansing, Michigan, in opposition 
 Russell Allswede II of Mason, Michigan, in opposition 
 Jack Lemonnier, representing CWA Locals of Michigan, in opposition 
 
The Chair stated that the Committee would continue to work on HB 4257. 
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Mayes declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 11:57 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Representative Jeff Mayes, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-8538 
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