
 
 
 

HOUSE  STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON 
ETHICS AND ELECTIONS 

 
327 House Office Building                     Wednesday 9:00 a.m.               April 1, 2009 
 
Representative Kathy Angerer, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Angerer requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Angerer, Haase, Lisa Brown, Scripps, Slavens, Meltzer, Kurtz and 
Pearce.  

 Absent:  Representative Donigan. 
 
Representative Scripps moved to excuse the absent member. 
 
There being on objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Slavens moved to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2009 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Angerer laid HB 4097 before the committee: 
 
HB 4097 Griffin Elections; absent voters; absent voter ballot; issue upon voter's 

request without requiring justification. 
 
Bill Drake from Representative Griffin's office explained HB 4097 to the committee. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Evan Hope and Chris Swope, representing the Michigan Association of Municipal Clerks, 
testified in support of HB 4097.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Professor Jocelyn Benson testified in support of HB 4097. Questions and discussion followed.  
Professor Benson also submitted written testimony. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for HB 4097 but did not wish to 
speak. 
 
Mary Hollinrake (Kent County Clerk), representing the Michigan Association of County Clerks 
 and Council of Election Officials 



Tierney Eaton (Director), representing the Michigan Election Coalition 
Samantha Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal Clerks 
Rick Robinson, representing the Michigan Campaign Finance Network 
Tiffany Aurora, representing the Michigan Nonprofit Association 
Bill Anderson, representing the Michigan Townships Association 
Frank Houston, representing the Common Cause Michigan   
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 10:15 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Kathy Angerer, Chair                           Dave Mead 

Committee Clerk 
April 1, 2009 

________________________________    45 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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