
 
 
 

HOUSE  STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON 
ETHICS AND ELECTIONS 

 
327 House Office Building                     Wednesday 9:00 A.M.               October 21, 2009 
 
Representative Kathy Angerer, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Angerer requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present: Representatives Angerer, Haase, Lisa Brown, Donigan, Scripps, Slavens, Meltzer, 
Kurtz and Pearce. 

 Absent:  None. 
 
Representative Haase moved to approve the minutes of the October 14, 2009 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5279 before the committee. 
 
HB 5279 Gregory Elections; absent voters; absent voter ballot to overseas voters; allow 

to be sent by electronic mail. 
 
Chris Thomas, representing the Michigan Secretary of State, explained changes in HB 5279. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Ruth Johnson (Oakland County Clerk), submitted a testimony card indicating support for HB 
5279 substitute (H-1). 
 
Tom Frazier, representing the Michigan Townships Association, submitted a testimony card  
indicating support for HB 5279. 
 
Bill Zaagman, representing the Michigan Association of County Clerks, submitted a testimony  
card indicating support for HB 5279. 
 
Chris Swope, representing the Michigan Association of Municipal Clerks, submitted a testimony 
card indicating support for HB 5279. 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for HB 5279. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-0.  



 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Angerer, Haase, Lisa Brown, Donigan, Scripps, Slavens, Meltzer, 
Kurtz and Pearce. 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Scripps moved to report HB 5279 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Angerer, Haase, Lisa Brown, Donigan, Scripps, Slavens, Meltzer, 
Kurtz and Pearce, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

HB 5279 reported out as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 

The Chair laid HB 5530 before the committee. 
 
HB 5530 Haase Elections; absent voters; availability of absent voter ballots prior to an 

election; expand time period for certain elections. 
 
Representative Lisa Brown, explained HB 5530 to the committee. Questions and discussion 
followed. 

 
Tom Frazier, representing the Michigan Townships Association, submitted a testimony card  
indicating support for HB 5530. 
 
Bill Zaagman, representing the Michigan Association of County Clerks, submitted a testimony  
card indicating support for HB 5530. 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to report with recommendation HB 5330. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Angerer, Haase, Lisa Brown, Donigan, Scripps, Slavens, Meltzer, 
Kurtz and Pearce, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

HB 5330 reported out with recommendation. 
 



 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 10:10 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Kathy Angerer, Chair                           Dave Mead 

Committee Clerk 
October 21, 2009 

________________________________    70 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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