
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES 

 
Wednesday, February 17, 2010                10:30 a.m.                   Room 326 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families and Children's Services was called to order by the Chair.       
 
Members present: Reps. Valentine, Neumann, Slavens, Kurtz, McMillin, Moore, Pavlov.       
Members absent/excused: Reps. Womack, Liss.   
 
Representative Slavens moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on February 10, 2010. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.   
 
Representative Neumann moved to excuse absent members. There being no objection, the motion 
prevailed by unanimous consent.   
 
The Chair laid SB 891, SB 892, and SB 893 before the committee: 
 
SB 891 Jansen Children; guardians; Michigan children's institute superintendent's 

consent authority; expand to include consent for guardianships. 
 
SB 892 Hardiman Children; adoption; department designee to consent to adoption; 

allow. 
 
SB 893 Barcia Children; guardians; Michigan children's institute superintendent's 

designee to consent to guardianship; allow. 
 
Kelly Miller, representing Senator Jansen, testified in support of the bills as passed by the 
Senate. Questions and discussion among committee members followed.    
 
Mel Hega, Executive Director of the Michigan County Social Services Association, testified in 
support of the bills if amendments are added.  Questions and discussion among committee 
members followed.   
 
Bill Johnson and Tobin Miller from the Michigan Department of Human Services testified in 
support of the bills. Questions and discussion among committee members followed.    
 
Sally Borghese submitted written testimony in opposition to the bills. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:26 a.m. 
 
Representative Mary Valentine, Chair_____________________________________________ 
Patricia Tremblay, Committee Clerk 
House Families and Children's Services Committee 
ptremblay@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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