
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON FAMILIES AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES 

 
Thursday, February 26, 2009  9:00 a.m.   Room 307, House Office Building 
 
Chair Valentine called the Standing Committee on Families and Children's Services to 
order. 
 
The committee met jointly with the Human Services Subcommittee of the Standing 
Committee on Appropriations, Rep. Spade, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Reps. Valentine, Liss, Neumann, Slavens, Kurtz, McMillin 
(6/9) 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Reps. Womack, Moore, Pavlov (3/9) 
 
Representative Liss moved to excuse absent members.  Hearing no objection, Chair 
Valentine excused Representatives Womack, Moore and Pavlov. 
 
Opening remarks were made by Chair Spade.   
 
Luttrell Levingston, Acting Director, Child Welfare Bureau, Michigan Department of 
Human Services, gave an update on Michigan's child welfare improvement plan.  He also 
submitted written material. 
 
During the presentation, Chair Spade offered a brief history of the Children's Rights 
lawsuit, which led to the child welfare improvement plan. 
 
Following the presentation, a question was answered by John Sorbet, from the Michigan 
Department of Human Services. 
 
Closing remarks were made by Chairs Spade and Valentine. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, Chair Valentine declared 
the meeting adjourned, the time being 9:59 a.m. 
  
 
 
 
_________________________________  
Representative Mary Valentine, Chair 
 
Jean Hamelin, Acting Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-5632 
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