
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES 

 
Wednesday, March 24, 2010                10:30 a.m.                   Room 326 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families and Children's Services was called to order by the 
Chair.       
 
Members present: Reps. Valentine, Womack, Liss, Neumann, Slavens, Kurtz, McMillin, Pavlov.     
Members absent and excused: Rep. Moore 
   
Representative Kurtz moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on March 10, 2010. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.   
 
Representative Liss moved to excuse absent members. There being no objection, the motion 
prevailed by unanimous consent.   
 
The Chair laid before the committee the following bills: 
 
HB 4006 Liss Records; adoption; issuance of certified copy of original certificate 

of live birth to certain adopted individuals; allow. 
 
HB 4015   Liss Children; adoption; access to certain adoption records; allow 

unless a denial is on record 
 
Daryl Royal, an attorney and Wayne County confidential intermediary, testified in support of the 
bills. He also submitted written testimony. 
 
Linda Gipson, a birth mother, testified in support of the bills. She also submitted written 
testimony. 
 
Reverend Ronald Nydam, a pastor from Calvin Seminary, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Dawn Pline, from the Michigan Department of Human Services, introduced Bob Burns, a citizen 
and adopted father. He testified in opposition of the bills.  
 
Julie Phillips, a birth mother, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Marilyn Cotton, a birth mother, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Ms. Linda Gibbins, an adoptee, testified in support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but time did not permit them to 
speak: 



Sean C. Cischke, representing birth mothers. 
James Mandenberg, a citizen. 
Moira Ash, a citizen. 
Mary L. Foess, representing Bonding by Blood Unlimited. 
Lori Aldape, a birth mother. She also submitted written testimony. 
 
Dawn Pline, Tobin Miller, and Nanette Salyer, representing the Michigan Department of Human 
Services, submitted a card in support of the bills with changes. They wished to speak, but time 
did not permit. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
Alex Snider, representing Calvin Theological Seminar. 
Deborah Fraser, representing Michigan Searching. 
Heather Stroobosscher, representing Calvin Theological Seminary. 
David G. Cotton, a citizen. 
Jennifer Lengyel-Royal, a confidential intermediary. She also submitted written testimony. 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the Family Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, submitted a 
card in opposition to the bills. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:58 
a.m. 
 
Representative Mary Valentine, Chair_____________________________________________ 
Patricia Tremblay, Committee Clerk 
House Families and Children's Services Committee 
ptremblay@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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