
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES 

 
Wednesday, March 25, 2009                 10:30 a.m.                 Room 326 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families and Children's Services was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Valentine, Womack, Liss, Neumann, Slavens, Kurtz, McMillin, Moore, 
Pavlov.       
Members absent/excused: None.  
 
Representative Moore moved to approve the minutes of the March 11, 2009 meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.   
 
The Chair laid HB 4409 before the committee.   
 
HB 4409 Spade Human services; medical services; foster parents to authorize 

nonemergency medical procedures for foster children; allow. 
 
Tobin Miller of the Michigan Department of Human Services testified in support of the bill.   
 
Gary Stout of Wayland testified in opposition to the bill.  Questions and discussion among  
committee members followed.   
 
Representative Neumann moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for HB 4409.  The motion prevailed  
9-0-0.   
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Valentine, Womack, Liss, Neumann, Slavens, Kurtz, McMillin,  
Moore, Pavlov. 
 Nays: None.  
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4118 before the committee.   
 
HB 4118 Polidori Human services; children's services; procedure for placement of 

children in a foster home; expand to give special consideration to 
relatives. 

 
Representative Gino Polidori, sponsor of HB 4118, testified in support of the bill.   
 
Rehab and Ahmed Amer of Dearborn testified in support of the bill.  Mr. and Mrs. Amer also  
submitted written testimony.  Questions and discussion among committee members followed.      



Tobin Miller of the Michigan Department of Human Services testified in support of the bill.   
Questions and discussion among committee members followed.   
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for HB 4118.  The motion prevailed  
9-0-0.   
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Valentine, Womack, Liss, Neumann, Slavens, Kurtz, McMillin,  
Moore, Pavlov. 
 Nays: None.  
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Moore moved to report HB 4118 with recommendation as substitute (H-1).  The  
motion prevailed 9-0-0.   
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Valentine, Womack, Liss, Neumann, Slavens, Kurtz, McMillin,  
Moore, Pavlov. 
 Nays: None.  
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair returned to the consideration of HB 4409. 
 
Representative Moore moved to report HB 4409 with recommendation as substitute (H-1).   The  
motion prevailed 9-0-0.   
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Valentine, Womack, Liss, Neumann, Slavens, Kurtz, McMillin,  
Moore, Pavlov. 
 Nays: None.  
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid SB 227 before the committee.   
 
SB 227 Clark-Coleman Children; guardians; guardianship assistance act; clarify. 
 
Kate Hanley and Tobin Miller of the Michigan Department of Human Services testified in 
support of the bill.  Ms. Hanley and Mr. Miller also submitted written testimony.  Questions and 
discussion among committee members followed.     
 
Bill Long and Mel Haga of the Michigan County Social Services Association testified in support 
of the bill.  Mr. Long and Mr. Haga also submitted written testimony.  Questions and discussion 
among committee members followed.   
 
John Tuinstra of Citizens For Parental Rights testified in opposition to the bill.  Questions and 
discussion among committee members followed.   



Judith Fay of the Family Rights Coalition of Western Michigan testified in opposition to the bill.   
 
Representative Kurtz moved to report SB 227 with recommendation.  The motion prevailed 9- 
0-0.   
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Valentine, Womack, Liss, Neumann, Slavens, Kurtz, McMillin,  
Moore, Pavlov. 
 Nays: None.  
 Pass: None. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:57 
a.m. 
 
Representative Mary Valentine, Chair_____________________________________________ 
 
Dan Stump, Committee Clerk 
House Families and Children's Services Committee 
Dstump@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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