
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES 

 
Wednesday, April 21, 2010                10:30 a.m.                   Room 326 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families and Children's Services was called to order by the 
Chair.       
 
Members present: Reps. Valentine, Womack, Liss, Neumann, Slavens, Kurtz, McMillin, and 
Pavlov.     
Members absent and excused: Rep. Moore 
   
Representative Slavens moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on March 24, 2010. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.   
 
Representative Liss moved to excuse absent members. There being no objection, the motion 
prevailed by unanimous consent.   
 
The Chair laid before the committee the following resolution: 
 
HCR 56 Tlaib A concurrent resolution to memorialize Congress to take urgent 

steps to expedite the reauthorization of the funding for the 
Temporary Assistance to Needy Families Emergency Contingency 
Fund. 

 
Representative Tlaib testified in support of her resolution. 
 
Representative Liss moved to report HCR 56 with recommendation. The motion did not prevail 4-2-1. 
 
ADVERSE ROLL CALL 
Yeas: Reps. Valentine, Liss, Neumann, and Slavens 
Nays: Reps. Kurtz and Pavlov.   
Pass: Rep. McMillin. 
 
Representative Neumann moved to reconsider the previous motion. There being no objection, the 
motion prevailed by unanimous consent.   
 
The Chair laid before the committee the following bills: 
 
HB 4006 Liss Records; adoption; issuance of certified copy of original certificate 

of live birth to certain adopted individuals; allow. 
 
HB 4015   Liss Children; adoption; access to certain adoption records; allow 

unless a denial is on record 
 



Representative Liss testified in support of her bills. 
 
Lauran F. Howard, representing the Family Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, testified 
in opposition to the bills. 
 
Daryl Royal, representing Michigan Searching, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Tobin Miller, representing the Michigan Department of Human Services, testified on the bills. 
He took a neutral position.  
 
The Chair laid before the committee the following resolution: 
 
HR 220 Spade A resolution to memorialize Congress to reauthorize the funding 

for the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families Emergency Fund 
program. 

 
Representative Spade testified on his resolution. 
 
Representative Slavens moved to report HR 220 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 5-3-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
Yeas: Reps. Valentine, Womack, Liss, Neumann, and Slavens 
Nays: Reps. Kurtz, McMillin, and Pavlov.   
Pass: None. 
 
The Chair returned to consideration of HCR 56. 
 
Representative Liss moved to report HCR 56 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 5-3-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
Yeas: Reps. Valentine, Womack, Liss, Neumann, and Slavens 
Nays: Reps. Kurtz, McMillin, and Pavlov.   
Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid before the committee the following resolution: 
 
HCR 46 Durhal A concurrent resolution to memorialize the Congress and President 

Obama to use all means necessary to immediately stop the 
inhumane and illegal kidnapping of children in Haiti. 

 
Ishmail Terry, Chief of Staff for Representative Fred Durhal, testified in support of the 
resolution. 
 
Representative Neumann moved to report HCR 46 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 7-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
Yeas: Reps. Valentine, Liss, Neumann, Slavens, Kurtz, McMillin, and Pavlov. 
Nays: None.   



Pass: None. 
 
The Chair returned to consideration of HB 4006 and HB 4015. 
 
Jim Thelen, an adult adoptee, testified in support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the ACLU. 
Denise Lindeman. 
 
Linda Koffron-Gibbons, representing adoptees and birth mothers, submitted a card supporting 
the bills, but did not wish to speak.  
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 12:02 
p.m. 
 
Representative Mary Valentine, Chair_____________________________________________ 
Patricia Tremblay, Committee Clerk 
House Families and Children's Services Committee 
ptremblay@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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