
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON GREAT LAKES AND ENVIRONMENT 

 
Thursday, January 21, 2010  9:00 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Warren, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, 
Roberts, Scripps, Meekhof, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt. 
ABSENT/EXCUSED: Representatives Meadows, Daley. 
 
Representative Kennedy made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of January 14, 2010.  
No objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Representative Ebli made a motion to excuse absent members.  No objections being offered, 
absent members were excused.  

 
Jon Allan, Executive Director of Environmental Policy and Intergovernmental Affairs, 
Consumers Energy, provided a presentation on the Consumers Energy 2009 Environmental 
Progress Report.  Topics reviewed included:  Investing in Michigan; investing in renewable 
energy; renewable build activities; investing in energy efficiency and investing in “Smart Grid”; 
projected energy savings; investing in cleaner air; continuing air quality improvement; 
greenhouse gas reduction options; protecting the environment; environmental stewardship; 
charitable giving; and materials recycling. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5752 before the Committee. 
 
HB 5752 Meekhof Natural resources; other; state park, boating access site, and forest 

recreation passport; create. 
 
Representative Meekhof spoke to the Committee regarding the provisions of HB 5752.  
Cards for HB 5752 were submitted by: 
 Dave Nyberg, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs, in support 
 Ed Noyola, representing the County Road Association of Michigan, in opposition  
 Kim Rhead, representing the Road Commission of Macomb County and the Road 
Commission for Oakland County, in opposition 
 Randy Gross, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, in support 
 James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, in support 
 
Representative Meekhof made a motion to report HB 5752 with recommendation. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Roberts, Scripps, 
Meekhof, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (12/15) 
Nays:  Representative Nerat. (1/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (12/1/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
The Chair laid HB 4699 before the Committee.  
 
HB 4699 Kennedy Environmental protection; toxic substances or products; 

manufacture, sale, or distribution of certain products containing 
decabromodiphenyl ethers (deca-BDEs); prohibit. 

 
Representative Kennedy spoke to the Committee regarding HB 4699.  
 
Cards for HB 4699 were submitted by: 
 Carol Linteau, Legislative Director of the Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment (DNRE) and Christine Flaga, DNRE Toxicology Manager, in support of the H-2 
substitute 
 Andy Such, representing the Michigan Chemical Council, in support of the H-2 
substitute 
 
Representative Kennedy made a motion to adopt HB 4699 (H-2). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Roberts, Scripps, 
Meekhof, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (12/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  Representative Haveman.  (1/15)  (12/0/1) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Ebli made a motion to report HB 4699 (H-2) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Roberts, Scripps, 
Meekhof, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (13/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
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The Chair laid HB 4031 before the Committee for the purpose of receiving testimony.  
 
HB 4031 Geiss Environmental protection; hazardous waste; aboveground gasoline 

and diesel storage tanks; require remediation and removal of 
within 3 years of dormancy. 

 
Representative Geiss spoke to the Committee regarding HB 4031. 
 
John Griffin, representing the Associated Petroleum Industries of Michigan, spoke to the 
Committee in opposition to HB 4031. 
 
Carol Linteau, DNRE Legislative Director and Steve Sliver, Chief, DNRE Storage Tank and 
Solid Waste Section, spoke to the Committee in opposition to the bill as introduced.  
 
Cards for HB 4031 were submitted by: 

James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, in support 
 Mark Griffin, representing the Michigan Petroleum Association, in opposition 
 Randy Gross, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, in opposition 
 Kim Rhead, representing the Associated Food and Petroleum Dealers, in opposition 
 Matt Smego, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau, in opposition 
 
 There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Warren declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 10:07 a.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Representative Rebekah Warren, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-8538 
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