
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON GREAT LAKES AND ENVIRONMENT 

 
Thursday, March 26, 2009  9:00 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Warren, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, 
Meadows, Roberts, Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne 
Schmidt.  
 
Representative Roberts made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of March 19, 2009.  
No objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
The Chair laid the following bills before the Committee.  
 
HR 46 Warren A resolution to encourage the citizens of the state of Michigan to 

participation in Earth Hour 2009. 
 
HB 4199 Lahti Watercraft; other; fine for launching a boat with an aquatic plant 

attached; provide for. 
 
HB 4579 Warren Natural resources; nonnative species; restricted and prohibited 

species lists; revise. 
 
HB 4277 Byrnes Environmental protection; solid waste; placement of mercury in 

landfills or incinerators; prohibit except for under limited 
circumstances and require labeling of mercury-added products. 

 
HB 4278 Valentine Environmental protection; prohibited products; mercury-added 

products sold in Michigan; revise definition and require labeling 
of. 

 
HB 4279 Ebli Environmental protection; prohibited products; mercury-added 

novelty or button-cell battery; prohibit sale of. 
 
HB 4280 Ebli Environmental protection; prohibited products; sale or distribution 

of elemental mercury; regulate. 
 
HB 4281 Warren Environmental protection; prohibited products; phasing out of the 

sale of mercury-added products in the state of Michigan; provide 
for with a waiver to be granted under certain circumstances. 
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Representative Scripps made a motion to adopt HB 4199 (H-1).  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Meadows, Roberts, Scripps, Meekhof, 
Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (11/15) 
Nays:  Representative Daley. (1/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (11/1/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Meekhof made a motion to amend HB 4199 (H-1) as follows:  
 1. Amend page 2, line 3, by striking out all of subsection 5 and renumbering the 
remaining subsection.  
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt. (5/15) 
Nays:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Meadows, Roberts, Scripps.  (7/15) 
Pass:  Representative Rick Jones. (1/15)  (5/7/1) 
 
An insufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion did not prevail.  
 
Representative Roberts made a motion to amend HB 4199 (H-1) as follows:  
 1. Amend page 2, line 5, after "THAN" by striking out "$500.00" and inserting 
"$100.00". 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Ebli, Kennedy, Meadows, Roberts, Scripps, Daley, 
Haveman, Rick Jones, Wayne Schmidt.  (11/15) 
Nays:  Representatives Bledsoe, Meekhof, Pavlov.  (3/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (11/3/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Roberts made a motion to report HB 4199 (H-2) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Rick Jones, Wayne Schmidt.  (10/15) 
Nays:  Representatives Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Pavlov.  (4/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (10/4/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
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Representative Ebli made a motion to adopt HB 4579 (H-2).  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt. (14/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (14/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Roberts made a motion to report HB 4579 (H-2) with recommendation.   
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (15/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (15/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Meadows made a motion to report HR 46 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Rick Jones, Wayne Schmidt.  (11/15) 
Nays:  Representatives Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Pavlov.  (4/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (11/4/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
At this time, the Committee began to work on HB 4277-HB 4281.  
 
Representative Byrnes spoke to the Committee regarding the provisions of HB 4277.  
 
Representative Valentine spoke to the Committee regarding the provisions of HB 4278.  
 
Jim Cavanagh, representing the National Electrical Manufacturers Association, spoke to the 
Committee regarding HB 4278, HB 4279 and HB 4281 and indicated a neutral position on the 
bills.  
 
James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, spoke in support of HB 4277-HB 
4281. 
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Cards for HB 4277-HB 4281 were submitted by: 
 Gayle Miller, representing the Sierra Club Michigan Chapter, in support 
 Mike Shribes, representing the Michigan Network for Children's Environmental Health 
and Ecology Center, in support 
 Abby Rubley, representing the Michigan League of Conservation Voters, in support 
 Nikki McCord, representing the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, in 
support (with amendments to HB 4277) 
 Susan Harley, representing Clean Water Action, in support 
 
Representative Ebli made a motion to adopt HB 4277 (H-2). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (14/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (14/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Meadows made a motion to adopt HB 4278 (H-1). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (14/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (14/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Ebli made a motion to adopt HB 4279 (H-1).  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (14/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (14/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Roberts made a motion to adopt HB 4281 (H-1).  
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (14/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (14/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Warren declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 9:47 a.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Representative Rebecca Warren, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-8538 
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