
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON GREAT LAKES AND ENVIRONMENT 

 
Thursday, April 2, 2009 9:00 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Warren, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, 
Meadows, Roberts, Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne 
Schmidt.   
 
Representative Scripps made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of March 26, 2009.  
No objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Representative Roberts made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of April 1, 2009.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
The Chair laid the following bills before the Committee.  
 
HB 4277 Byrnes Environmental protection; solid waste; placement of mercury in 

landfills or incinerators; prohibit except for under limited 
circumstances and require labeling of mercury-added products. 

 
HB 4278 Valentine Environmental protection; prohibited products; mercury-added 

products sold in Michigan; revise definition and require labeling 
of. 

 
HB 4279 Ebli Environmental protection; prohibited products; mercury-added 

novelty or button-cell battery; prohibit sale of. 
 
HB 4280 Ebli Environmental protection; prohibited products; sale or distribution 

of elemental mercury; regulate. 
 
HB 4281 Warren Environmental protection; prohibited products; phasing out of the 

sale of mercury-added products in the state of Michigan; provide 
for with a waiver to be granted under certain circumstances. 

 
Cards were submitted by: 
 Nell Kuhnmuench, representing Republic/Allied Waste, in opposition to HB 4277 unless 
amended 
 Joe Sproles, representing the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers, in support of HB 
4281 
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 Dan Batts, representing the Michigan Waste Industries Association, in opposition to HB 
4277-HB 4281 
 
Representative Meekhof made a motion to amend HB 4277 (H-2) as follows: 
 1. Amend page 5, line 21, after "not" by inserting "knowingly". 
 2. Amend page 5, line 22, after "landfill," by inserting "knowingly". 
 3. Amend page 7, line 4, after "NOT" by inserting "knowingly". 
 4. Amend page 7, line 6, after the first "INCINERATOR," by inserting 
"KNOWINGLY". 
 5. Amend page 7, line 9, after "NOT" by inserting "KNOWINGLY". 
 6. Amend page 7, line 11, after the first "INCINERATOR," by inserting 
"KNOWINGLY". 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt. 
(6/15) 
Nays:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps.  (9/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (6/9/0) 
 
An insufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion did not prevail.  
 
Representative Ebli made a motion to report HB 4277 (H-2) with recommendation. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps.  (9/15) 
Nays:  Representatives Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt. 
(6/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (9/6/0)   
 
Representative Ebli made a motion to amend HB 4278 (H-1) as follows: 
 1. Amend page 3, line 15, after "PRODUCT" by inserting "MANUFACTURED 
ON OR AFTER JULY 1, 2010". 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (15/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (15/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
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Representative Ebli made a motion to amend HB 4278 (H-1) as follows:  
 1. Amend page 2, following line 26, by inserting: 
 "(F) "MERCURY RELAY" MEANS A MERCURY-ADDED PRODUCT THAT 
OPENS OR CLOSES ELECTRICAL CONTACTS TO AFFECT THE OPERATION OF 
ANOTHER DEVICE IN THE SAME OR ANOTHER ELECTRICAL CIRCUIT AND 
INCLUDES, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO, A MERCURY DISPLACEMENT RELAY, A 
MERCURY WETTED REED RELAY, A MERCURY CONTACT RELAY, AND A 
MERCURY CONTACTOR. 
 (G) "MERCURY SWITCH" MEANS A MERCURY-ADDED PRODUCT THAT 
OPENS OR CLOSES AN ELECTRICAL CIRCUIT OR GAS VALVE AND INCLUDES, 
BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO, A MERCURY FLOAT SWITCH ACTUATED BY RISING 
AND FALLING LIQUID LEVELS, A MERCURY TILT SWITCH ACTUATED BY A 
CHANGE IN PRESSURE, A MERCURY TEMPERATURE SWITCH ACTUATED BY A 
CHANGE IN TEMPERATURE, AND A MERCURY FLAME SENSOR. MERCURY 
SWITCH DOES NOT INCLUDE A THERMOSTAT." and relettering the remaining 
subdivisions. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (15/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (15/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Meadows made a motion to report HB 4278 (H-2) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Rick Jones. (10/15) 
Nays:  Representatives Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt. (5/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (10/5/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Roberts made a motion to report HB 4279 (H-1) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Rick Jones. (10/15) 
Nays:  Representatives Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt. (5/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (10/5/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
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Representative Roberts made a motion to report HB 4280 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Rick Jones. (10/15) 
Nays:  Representatives Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt. (5/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (10/5/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Scripps made a motion to adopt HB 4281 (H-2).  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Rick Jones. (10/15) 
Nays:  Representatives Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt. (5/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (10/5/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Leland made a motion to report HB 4281 (H-2) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Rick Jones. (10/15) 
Nays:  Representatives Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt. (5/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (10/5/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Warren declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 9:25 a.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Representative Rebekah Warren, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-8538 
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