
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE  
ON GREAT LAKES AND ENVIRONMENT 

 
Thursday, June 24, 2010  9:00 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Warren, Chair, called the meeting to order.   
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Leland, 
Roberts, Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt. 
ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Ebli, Meadows.   
 
Representative Roberts made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of May 27, 2010. No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Representative Bledsoe made a motion to excuse absent members.  No objections being offered, 
absent members were excused.  
 
The Chair laid the following legislation before the Committee.  
 
HJR GGG Scripps Natural resources; gas and oil; prohibition against drilling in or 

beneath the bottomlands of the Great Lakes; provide for. 
 
HR 303 Nerat A resolution to urge the inclusion of a ban on new oil and gas 

drilling beneath the Great Lakes in the Great Lakes Water Quality 
Agreement. 

 
HR 306 Valentine A resolution to urge the Great Lakes states and province of Ontario 

to ban any new oil and gas drilling beneath the Great Lakes. 
 
HCR 59 Roberts A concurrent resolution to urge the inclusion of a ban on new oil 

and gas drilling beneath the Great Lakes in the Great Lakes Water 
Quality Agreement. 

 
HCR 60 Warren A concurrent resolution to urge the Great Lakes states and 

province of Ontario to ban any new oil and gas drilling beneath the 
Great Lakes. 

 
Representative Scripps spoke to the Committee regarding the provisions of HJR GGG and 
answered questions.   
 
Frank Mortl and Michael Haines, representing the Michigan Oil and Gas Association, spoke to 
the Committee regarding all of the resolutions.  
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Jesse Worker, representing Clean Water Action, spoke in support of the resolutions.   
 
Gary Owen and Dave Davis, representing the Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment, were available to answer questions 
 
James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, spoke to the Committee in 
support of the resolutions. 
 
Van Snider, representing the Michigan Boating Industries Association, submitted a card 
indicating support for the resolutions. 
 
Gayle Miller, representing the Sierra Club, submitted a card indicating support for all of the 
resolutions. 
 
Representative Meekhof made a motion to amend HJR GGG as follows. 
 1. Amend page 2, line 6, after "INCLUDES" by striking out the balance of the 
sentence and inserting "THE CONNECTED BAYS AND HARBORS OF THE GREAT 
LAKES AND THE ST. MARYS RIVER, THE DETROIT RIVER, THE ST. CLAIR 
RIVER, AND LAKE ST. CLAIR.". 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Leland, Roberts, Scripps, 
Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (13/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (13/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Roberts made a motion to report HJR GGG (H-2) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Leland, Roberts, Scripps, 
Meekhof, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (11/15) 
Nays:   Representatives Daley, Haveman.  (2/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (11/2/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Nerat spoke to the Committee regarding HR 303.   
 
Representative Nerat made a motion to report HR 303 with recommendation.  
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Leland, Roberts, Scripps, 
Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (13/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (13/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Roberts spoke to the Committee regarding HCR 59.  
 
Representative Scripps made a motion to report HCR 59 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Leland, Roberts, Scripps, 
Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (13/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (13/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Warren spoke to the Committee regarding HR 306 and HCR 60.    
 
Representative Kennedy made a motion to report HR 306 with recommendation. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Leland, Roberts, Scripps, 
Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (13/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (13/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Nerat made a motion to report HCR 60 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Leland, Roberts, Scripps, 
Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (13/15) 
Nays:  None. (0/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (13/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
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There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Warren declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 9:52 a.m. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Representative Rebekah Warren, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517)  373-8538 
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